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Brzrzxc ER and de Virnay had been 
very much puzzled to diſcover what was be- 


come of Bazile : notwithſtanding the Duke's 
injunctions, they had patroled the houſe 
from top to bottom in ſearch of him, and 


liſtened at every door but the one of the 
room where he really was—made enquiries 


of the ſervants the moment they were ſtir- 


ring ; but not being able to learn any tidings 


of the loſt ſheep, were in deep debate whe- 
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ther hes ought to proceed to Paris wickoot 


him or not; and had finally determined, 


for very good reaſons, not to viſit the capital 
but in his company. As their promiſed | 


pleaſure depended: upon the abſent Bazile, 


their joy was unbounded when they ſaw him 
enter their room, and each eagerly enquired 
where he had been, and what had befallen 
him? Bazile, ſeriouſly angry, accuſed them 
of cowardice for leaving him in the manner 
they did; had they aſſiſted him to riſe, in- | 
ſtead of keeping him down by running over | 
him, he ſhould not have been known. Now | 
he did not know what might be the conſe- 
- quence of their filly frolic. The Duke de 

Civrac had recollected him, and dragged 

him by main force into his room, aad had | 
been lecturing and preaching to him till he 

fell aſleep, when he had made his eſcape | 
unperceived ; but he ſtill dreaded what 
might befal him if he was miſſed, and, the 
Duke came in ſearch of him. 


Berenger 


enger 


he wiſhed they were off; 
would be very late in at Paris; but there 
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! | Berenger and de Vernay defended them- 
ſelves; if they had known what had detained 
bim, they would have forced the great man's 
door, let what would have been the conſe- 
| quence—ne'er a Duke in the kingdom 


ſhould have kept him in cuſtody againſt his 


will while they had a drop of blood in their 
veins. 
had to aſſume ſuch an authority over him; 
had they been in his place they would have 
plucked up a ſpirit, and have let the Duke 
? known who he had to deal with. 


They could not ſee what right he 


| Bazile was 0 DR his dear friends 
were not to blame, and now affected to 
bluſter ; ſaying, if he had not been ſo much 


in liquor, the Duke would not have found 


it ſuch an eaſy taſk to maſter him; however, 
the diligence 


was not much chance of the Duke 5 being 
timing 110 awhile. 


70 The 
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The horſes will be put to preciſely at. ? 
and though the Duke 
is a C—{—d. W riſers: he won't nh "up! lo | 


ſix,” ſaid Berenger; 


ſoon.“ 


overtakes us.“ 


Bazile nerd of this motion. The ſur- 


geon and his nephew had ſlept very ſound, 


notwithſtanding the noiſe Bazile and his com- 
panions had made when they firſt retired to 
reſt ; but the joy Bazile's return occaſioned | 
was ſo vociferous, it awoke Vanyal, who thus 
overheard all their diſcourſe, and learnt the 
fright they had been in: be was very near | 


burſting out a laughing ſeveral times, and 
did ſo when he found how they intended to 


make their exit; therefore, not chuſing to 
afford 


* Would to God, my Joi friend, you 8 
had his fortune, and he. was in the work- | 
houſe—then you would both be provided 
for but what have you to fear from the 
proud Don? But rather than you ſhould be 
expoſed to any more of his preaching, if you 
think there is any chance of his coming | 
down, we yew walk forward till the diligence ? 
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ukxe | 


room, and continued their converſation un- 
P io ger the gateway, ready to ſtart the moment 
 # they heard or ſaw any thing of their tremen- 


you dous any. 
ork- | 


1ded | 
| the 
bs 
you | 
ning | 


= Rand, the Duke's valet, was punctual as 
clock-work, and was at his maſter's door by 
a quarter before ſix: he tried the lock, and 
finding it give way, advanced towards the 
bed where Adolphus lay in a profound ſleep; 
ence he was very loth to diſturb him, yet dared 
not difobey his orders. The moment he 
Was ſufficiently awake, Adolphus atked what 
o'clock it was? then told René to call the 
gentleman in the other bed He inſtantly 
obeyed, called firſt without ſide the cur- 
tains—no one anſwered:—““ Shake him,“ 
1aid Adolphus; he was rather in liquor 


ſur- 
und, 
o m- 
d to 
oned | 


thus when he went to bed, therefore probably is 
the in a found ſleep.” Rent now affured his 
near maſter there was no one there; the Duke, 
and highly amuſed when he reflected how cau- 

f i tious Bazile muſt have been to have made 
7 to Ty 
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his eſcape unheard, told the valet he had 
been diſturbed by a gentleman he knew, and 
who had, at his deſire, taken poſſeſſion of 


the other bed, but preſumed he was in 


| haſte to purſue his journey; he very ſoon | 


dreſſed and walked down ſtairs, at the foot 


of which ſtood Bazile and his friends; the 


former was ſo earneſt in diſcourſe, giving 
Berenger the heads of what the Duke had 
ſaid, that he did not hear his Grace, who 
was at his elbow, Berenger exclaimed— 
« D—n the moralizing fellow | would - 


but Bazile having caught fight of the very 


perſon upon whom this polite epiſtle was 
beſtowed, ſtarted back ſeveral paces, and the 


alarm ſoon became general; their hats were 


all off in a moment, and Adolphus ſtood a 


few ſeconds contemplating their woeful coun- 
tenances; then, without ſpeaking, or taking 


the leaſt notice of them, he croſſed the gate- 
way into the room, where he had been told 
Vanval flept. The ſurgeon was egen 
his toilette when Adolphus entered; 

| chufing to — before a third 5 


8 5 


| praiſes, Mr. Bazile,” 
Duke to precede, and following him without 


ting to. 


AND ERMANCE. 7 


Adolphus intreated Vanval would accom- 


pany him into the garden for a few minutes, 


as ſoon as he was dreſſed. Coming to the 
door, Bazile, whoſe ear was applied to the 
key-hole, could not make his retreat undiſ- 
covered by the ſurgeon, though he ſkipped 
almoſt to the foot of the ſtairs: For ſo 
modeſt a young man,” ſaid the ſurgeon, 
« you are very anxious to hear your own. 
making way f-r the 


taking any further notice of the confuſed. 


- culprit, who had turned his back, though 


curioſity, added to a dread, prevented him 
from leaving the inn as he had at firſt 
Rang; | 505 


As ſoon as they were out of hearing, Van- 
val told the Duke he had almoſt ſtifled him- 
ſelf, only a few minutes before, to conceal 
his mirth at Bazile's account of his night's 
adventures: they had not time to enter into 
any details, as the diligence horſes were put- 
Adolphus, therefore, juſt entreated 

a4 ""the-- 


8 ann 


the ſurgeon, in the Receiver General's 
name, to diſcover, if poſſible, where Bazile 
took up his abode at Paris, and what ſtay 
he propoſed to make; aſſuring him both 


himſelf and Mr. de Melac wiſhed very much 


to have ſeen him over night, but the unex- 
pected arrival of ſome very old and very 
dear friends to both, had prevented them 
from having that pleaſure. 


Vanxal, naturally very curious, longed, 
yet dared not aſk any further explanation of 


this myſterious ſpeech ; promiſed to be very | 
attentive to Bazile's movements; then ad- 
viſed his Grace, who, he thought, looked fa- 


tigued, if he was not in any particular hurry 
to purſue his journey, to take a few hours 
_ before he ſet out. 


1 meme to WEE his friendly 


preſcriptions; and having renewed his invi- 
tation to tlie hotel de St. Firmin, took leave 


of the honeſt Flamand. He went in ſearch 


: ad Bazile, who had nee with his party 


into 


55 AND ERMANCE. 9 
into their room, and were debating whether 
| they had better ſet off on foot; for, notwith- 

3 ſtanding the Duke had not taken any notice 


oth | of him, he could not fatter himſelf he had 
ch bot been bim; and he was all anxiety 10 
- learn what paſſed between him and Vanval 3 
od he was certainly giving the ſurgeon inſtruc- 
wed tions to write to his father, and he knew 

what he had to expect in that caſe. His 

two friends, however, raifed his fpirits, by 

$3 perfuading him it would be no difficult 


matter to prevail upon Vanval to keep the 
7) Þ* fecret; naturally avaricious, a few preſents 
| would make him as filent as the grave; and 
they both agreed and adviſed Bazile to treat 
him with the utmoſt politeneſs during their 
now ſhort journey, that they might bring 
him into good humour. As their door 
3 was a: jar, and they all in turn took a 
peep, they ſaw the Duke and Vanval take 


5 leave of each other, and the former returned 
FN up ſtairs; they therefore inſtantly advanced 
ty to meet the furgeon, and began to e 
15 for diſturbing bun. : 


8 5 3 5 6 am 


% Kann n 


e am uſed to have my reſt broke, gen- 
tlemen, therefore forgive you; but I think 
you might have had rather more conſidera- 

tion for the Duke de Civrac, knowing he was 
ſo much indiſpoſed yeſterday, that he was 
obliged to lie den in the middle of the 
_ day.” | Ir 

We were ds very. BI to hl, 
my dear Vanval, but poſitively had not the 
ſighteſt intention to diſturb the Duke; 
Pray what did he ſay? did he ſeem very 
angry ? I am really very ſorry I lef his room; 
but you know 12 Es en have ſet 
off without me. 5 

Very true; I knO¶]) alſo oY mik ex- 
cellent advice has been thrown away upon 


you, Mr. Bazile, tor I heard all you ſaid to 


your friends when you firſt came down ; had 
| been in the Duke's place, I would have 


thrown you all three over the banniſters, or 


have kicked you down ſtairs, had you diſ- 
turbed me as you did him; however, I 
believe he has waſhed his hands of you, 


7 a 


Mr. 
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Mr. de Melac. His regard for your fa- 
ther induced him to endeavour to bring you 
to a ſenſe of your folly; you have convinced 


him you are incorrigible ; therefore, depend 


upon it, he will never again trouble his head 
about you, or take the leaſt notice of you. 
He aſked no queſtions about you, he only 
wanted to conſult me about his health; 


and I think it very poſſible he may be a 
ſevere ſufferer through TO laſt night” 5 


frolick.” 
| Bleſs me! I ſhould be forry, my dear 
Vanval ; but did not he ſay he was ſurpriſed. 


at meeting me here, and at my travelling 1 11 


the ende ſy 

« Your actions, young gentleman, have 
long ceaſed to ſurpriſe either the Duke or 
me; and I am certain he would not even 
have mentioned your names, if I had not 
brought up the diſcourſe, by ſaying, you and 
your companions had been fo riotous, I had 
not been able to get a wink of fleep till his 


Grace "Rac" leparated you, and frightened 


* 6 Berenger 
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Berenger a du Vernay out of their few. | 


remaining ſenſes.” 


«You muſt excuſe us, my good . 8 


we had no intention either to diſturb you or 
the Duke; we underſtood our prudiſh com- 
panions, the old nuns, ſlept in that room, 
and only wiſhed to frighten the poor old 
pious ſouls a little.” 

« Did you alledge this kind intention to 
his Grace, in extenuation of your fault, Mr. 
Bazile ?—But here come the ladies, who 


would, no doubt, think themſelves very | 


much obliged to you, were they acquainted 
with the viſit you intended them; which, 
Providentially for their ſakes, fell to the ſhare 
of one who knew how to treat you.” 


Oo d 


A ſummons to as us vehicle put a 


ſtop to the converſation. Bazile and his 
friends were never more pleaſed than when 
they turned their bocks upon St. Juſte, as 
they now began to entertain ſome hopes of 
reaching Paris without ſeeing any more of 


Rs I 
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the Duke. They arrived in that gay me · 
tropolis between ſix and ſeven that evening, 
and no ſooner reached the Fauxbourg, tan 
they forgot all their paſt misfortunes, in the - 


f anticipation of the pleaſures they hoped to 


enjoy, by frequenting the various places of 
amuſement Paris abounds with, and which 
Bazile's late reſidence there had made him 
perfectly acquainted with. Mn 


CHAP. 
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5 y ANVAL, anxious to execute his com- 


miſſion, and particularly wiſhing to oblige 
the Duke de Civrac, and his old friend, tried, 


by diſtant hints, during their journey, to 
diſcover where Bazile and his companions 
meant to take up their abode; but, pre- 


8 pared for theſe enquiries, the three friends 


merely gave him to underſtand, they were 
going upon a viſit to a relation of du Ver- 


nay's, the St. Omer's clerk. This brilliant 


thought was the production of Bazile's pro- 
lific brain, who fancied himſelf a ſecond 
Machiaval in contrivance; and was firmly 
ſupported in the idea by his two friends, 
who enjoyed the thoughts of thus cleverly 
miſleading t the ſungeon; but they ought to 


have 
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hope reflected, vanval was too well ac- 
quainted with the Berenger family and con- 
nections to credit ſo ſilly a tale, fabricated to 
deceive him: with the moſt ironical ſang 
froid he faid, out of regard for their ſouls, 
he would ceaſe to queſtion them then, 
but muſt excuſe bim if the late myſtery he 

ſaw they made of their. place of abode, leq 
him to form conjectures not very much t to 
their honour. 


-{Baaile affected to laugh ; and, by way.of 
ſoftening his paſt folly, ſaid, to be very 
honeft with you, friend Vanval, we have not 


decided where we ſhall fix our abode ; we 


are going to ſup at a friends of mine, with 
whom I ſhall, moſt probably, ſpend great 
part of my time; therefore if I do not ac- 
_ cept the kind invitation I have received from 
Mr du Vernay at an apartment at his cou- 
ſins, I ſhall look out for a lodging near my 
friend; but do give me your direction, as 
I ſhall pay v0 an hank viſit, and. ſhall 
| then 


+ » 
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then be able to inform. you where you Wt 
find me.” een 


Basile would not have been thus polite, if 
he had not reflected Vanval would return to 
Dunkirk before him; and he wiſhed very 
much to engage him to keep bis ſecret; 
writing he knew was not the furgeon's forte, 
as he had often heard him declare, he would 
| ſooner, humanity apart, perform one of the 
moſt difficult operations belonging to his 
Profeſſion, than write a letter to one of his 
beſt friends; he therefore knew he had no- 
thing to fear, till he had it in his power to 
give his father a verbal account of his jour- 


_ ney; and a few preſents he thought owe: 
: ADP ſtop his mouth. 


Vanval readily obliged bim, by telling TRY 
Julien and himſelf were going to an old 
friends in the Rae des Bins Enfaus, a ſur- 
geon of ſome note, and with whom Julien 

was to board while he proſecuted his ſtudies, 
and walked the hoſpitals, 


| lade | 
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| Bazile could ſcarcely contain his joy to 
find the ſurgeon would be at ſuch a diftance 
from where he meant to take a lodging, 
having already determined on one in ſome 


] ofthe various hotel Garnies the fauxbowy St. 


Germain abounded with. 


« At the bureau, or inn where the diligence 
put up, they all took a polite leave of each 


other. The ſurgeon, while Bazile and his 


friends were retaining their baggage, and 


| ſigning their names in the police-buok; (kept 


wherever ſtages ſtop) ſtept out, and, being 


better acquainted with Paris than Bazile, 
ſoon met with one of the Savoyards with | 
which this capital abounds, who ply at the 
corner of every ſtrett, and at the gate of 


every great hotel, to run ol errands, black 


ſhoes, ſweep chimnies, &c. and are as renowned 


for their honeſty as dexterity in their vatious 
employments ;—his intelligent countenance 


convinced him he could not have choſen a a 
more proper emiſlary ; +. he therefore ordered. 
| ham to watch the three friends, till they were 

houſed | 


mus ww ps — — Oy, —_— ve ona; OT ; 
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houſed for the night, and then to come and 


let him know where he could find them; by 
this means, the ſurgeon was able to trace 
them to a ſmall hotel in the Rue Jenenon, 
where he learnt they had taken two rooms 

by the week ;* and had, in anſwer to the 
cuſtomary enquiries, told the maſter they 


were come to Paris in ſearch of pleaſure. 


Thus far Vanval had executed the commiſ- 
ſion he had received from the Duke; and 
determined, fraught with this intelligence, 
to pay his Grace a viſit the very next 


e. 


F: 1 having heard the diligence ſet 

off, returned once more to bed, and, his reſt 

. having been ſo much diſturbed,, and quiet 
now eſtabliſhed in the houſe, ſoon fell into 
profound ſleep; and did not awake till his 
father, ever anxious for his health, came 
to his bed-fide. The Duke wiſhed to have 

0 Formerly « every ſtranger was obliged to write bis name ; 


oy and reaſon for coming to Paris in a book ſubmitted to the I in- 8 
ſpection of the lieutenant of the police 75 


3 5 
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retired without awaking him, and was mak- 
ing his exit on tip-toe, when Madame de 
Neufpont called out from the gallery, “ Is 


that lazy Adolphus ſtirring, Duke ? or does 


he mean to keep us waiting nn for 
him fill noon?““ 


This FOR made bim dart up; and: the 
Duke, really angry with the gay Marchio- 


| neſs, returned to the bed, and enquired how 


he found himſelf ! adding, he was afraid he 
had been diſturbed in the night as his 


mother and himſelf had heard ſome 


drunken gg A" a "OO | in the 
_ A Le cr y fig) 


; « <I 8 3 Fg _party' T0004 men- 
tion, my dear fir ; but can aſſure you I never 
wis better in my life: Indeed I have almoſt 
forgot I ever was ill; and the various ſenſa- 
tions I experienced laſt ig have nn 
Nene mae * cure.“ 
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He now haſtened to dreſs, and ſoon joined 


the happy party at breakfaſt. The noiſe in 


the gallery became the ſubject of converſa- 


tion; and Madame de Neufpont declared 
the had been ſeriouſly alarmed, till her wo- 


man, whom ſhe had made get out of bed 
to ſee if the room door was properly faſ- 


tened, had aſſured her the Duke de Civrac 
was up, and threatening the rioters to 


fling them into the court if _ did not 


1 poor 


<6} vont Abegal rather — my | 
threats, March:ioneſs,” faid Adolphus ; 5 
civilly requeſted the gentlemen would walk | 
down ſtairs, and they obeyed me with ſuch 
promptitude, they gave me noceaſon t to grant 
tees to acts of violence.“ 8 564-3 | 


Ade finiſhed their breakfaſt, Lels the £4 
carriages being in waiting, the Duke and 
| Ducheſs, Madame de Neufpont and Adol- 
phus proceeded in the Marchioneſs's coach, 
miſſed the „ by taking the other 
road 
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road into Paris, and arrived at hotel:de'St, 


Firmin about ſeven'o'clock ; the Marchio- 


neſs did not alight, but promiſed, at their 
joint requeſt, to return with the Marquis 


to luppers if ſhe found him at home. | 


The Duke now TONER" the hotel de St. 
Piene had remained unoccupied ſince the 


Marquis de St. Hermoine had left it ; the 


old porter, and ſome of the ancient domeſ- 
tics were its ſole inhabitants; but thither the 


Duke and Ducheſs reſolved to remove as 
[.- oon as their ſon married. 


Adolphus, immediately upon their arri- 
val, ſet out in queſt of the old Marquis, 
whom he found at home, and who was, as 


_ uſual, very happy to ſee him, and readily 


conſented to return with him to ſapper, as 
he wanted no greater inducement than the 
idea of ſpending the evening with Madame 

de St. Piene, for whom he entertained the 
higheſt veneration; and as he certainly had 


in many reipects, behaved wel | when de 


4 + Joinville 8 


Joinville's execrable plot, had induced the 


Marechal de St. Firmin to exile his ſon- in- 
law. The Ducheſs had forgiven him the 
part he had taken in her father's deception; 
and had even overlooked his unwillingneſs 
to part with his honours and eſtates in con- 


ſideration of his age and behaviour; and 


more particularly from the love he diſplayed 
for his darling n even ane his 
infar. * 


The Marquis was now very old and 


feeble; and his fight began to fail, but his 
memory was ſtill retentive : he entered the 
room where the Duke and Ducheſs were 
fitting, leaning upon the young Duke's arm, 
and paid his compliments to his dear niece, 
as he always called Madame de St. Piene ; 
but while addreiſſing the Ducheſs, he could 
not help eyeing the ſtranger, who was now 
talking to Adolphus : and having wiped his 
eyes, and put on his ſpectacles, ſoon recog- 
niſed his long-loſt nephew, whom he wel- 
comed to Paris with the moſt heartfelt joy; 


and 5 


and 


for 


litt! 


his 


he 
eve 
cla 
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and expreſſed his ſincere regret, that he had 
for ſo many years enjoyed what he had ſo 


little right to; however, to make him and 


his ſon all the reparation now in his power, 
he aſſured the Duke he would leave him 


every farthing he poſſeſſed; repeatedly de- 


claring, he would never have connived at 
the Marechal's deceptions, if he had not 
thought them calculated rather to reſtore 
than injure his peace of mind. Though ex- 


ceflively anxious to learn what had befallen 


his nephew during his unjuſt exile, he had 


ſo much to ſay in his own defence, that he 
allowed the Duke no opportunity to anſwer 


his repeated queſtions; at laſt his Grace en- 


tered into a ſhort detail highly gratifying to 
the old man, who was ſtill loſt in wonder and 
amaze, when Mr. and Madame de Neut- 
Pour were announced. 

The Ms: had been 0 very in- 
timate with the Duke, and their marriages 
had increaſed their friendſhip. Mr. de 
Neufpont was an amiable character, gay, 
frank, 
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frank, and converſant, fond: of bis wiſe, and 
ſenſible of his duties to his children; an ex- 
cellent officer, and very much eſteemed by 
all who knew him; thoroughly capable, 
therefore, of appreciating the exalted motives 
which had parted the Duke and Ducheſs de 
St. Piene, he had often declared he hardly acco 
knew which moſt to admire; his congratu= very 
lations upon their re- union were the reſult mot 
11 of his feelings, 10 ſunk * into the Duale 8 
| 1 „„ ahuchels. n = 


4 [| TT Te wa in his daughter's proſpects the 
© | were allo mentioned; and he exprefled as 
much pleaſure at Madame de Neufpont had Eg” 
5 done, that Ermance had made ſuch an im- 
| 

| 

| 


preſſion upon the young Duke; declared 
himſelf ſeriouſly hurt at the folly of Agnes, 
tae more ſo, as he held the whole fraternity 
of friars and nuns in utter deteſtation; ac- the 
knowledged he might be wrong; but even ;, 
1 Agnes, behind a grate, would no en be 
wulf O dear to him. 


ö | | "Ts N 5 wy 


As 
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As both he and the Marquis de St. Her- 
moine were anxious to ſee, the one his favou- 


rite friend, the other his much injured ne- 
phew, reſtored to all his former honours, 


they both enquired when he meant to go 


to Verſailles? and it was agreed they ſhould 
accompany him and Adolphus thither the 


very next day after the Duke had 28 his 


_— 2 vilit. 


„eat toy I am ſorry the Dowager has 
lived to participate in the general joy, ſaid 


the Marquis de St. Hermoine, and muſt | 


ſay I believe ſhe is a true penitent.“ 
« We will not give way to diſagreeable 
retroſpections, my dear uncle :— to err is 
mortal, to forgive divine'—ſays a Britiſh 
author I often peruſed with pleaſure during 
my abode in Guadaloupe, where I ſtudied 


that language, as being particularly uſeful 
in the line of life I had adopted.” 


The Marquis de Neufpont n 
much as he admired the Duke's fortitude 
Vol. 111. . and 


5 . 
— 
— — LOT ICS — 


— 


—— co - - * 
. ae” ee 
EC nee ens 


* 7 1 1 
— — r 


bo 
* — Hen I 
— 
— ne=g 


Py — ga A. 
2 — 
— — 


and exemplary conduct, he was convinced 


deprived himſelf of the years of happineſs he 


before this happy party ſeparated ; and early 
next morning the Ducheſs ſet out for the 
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ike hi 
he ſhould never have imitated either; for he pa 
upon Joinville's horrid fabrication being 
confirmed by Madame de St. Pien, he ſhould 


have put a piſtol to his ear, and thus have 


Th 
hen 
ore ! 


1ad b 


aſſure 


truſted ſtill awaited the Duke. It was late 


rel 
Val de Grace, to prepare the Dowager Ma- wh ; 
dame de St. Piene for her ſon's viſit. She appe: 


had never ſeen her mother-in-law ſince ſhe Wore 
became acquainted with the part ſhe had 


ſteet 
aàcted, and to which ſhe, with ſo much juſ- p hi 
| tice, attributed all her ſubſequent misfor- BR 
tunes yet ſhe had always rather encouraged arec 


her ſon to overlook her errors, in favour of Duct 
her relationſhip to his father, and was pleaſed 
to find that the reſpect he felt for the title 


thro 


ſon ; 
ſhe bore, induced him ſometimes to viſit her : 


| 8 10 
retreat ; yet while the painful ſuſpence he hear 
had ſo long endured concerning his father's rity 
deſtiny continued, he could not abſolutely ¶pene 


forgive her criminal behaviour, but was now, tend 


like 


27 
ke his amiable mother, very das to bury 
he part 1n oblivion. | 
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The Ducheſs Don ager was aſtoniſhed 
hen her viſitor was announced, and ſtill 
ore ſo when ſhe learnt the joyful event that 
1ad brought her, and actually fainted when 
aſſured the Duke not only forgave but ſin- 
erely pitted her paſt ſufferings. She was 
but juſt recovered when the Duke made his 
appearance; and by his kind ſoothing exe 
preſſions almoſt reinſtated her in her own 
em She then proteſted ſhe would giv e 
p her jointure that very day; a mere trifle 
vould ſuffice for her preſent wants: ſhe 
dared not have made the offer to the 
Ducheſs, ſo early in appearance a widow 
through her crimes, or to her beloved grand- 
ſon ; but ſhe hoped her ſon would accept it 
as ſome atonement. The Duke would not 


hear of it, and vita her to beſtow in cha- 
Irity whatever ſhe found ſhe had to ſpare. 
Penetrated with admiration and maternal _ 
tenderneſs, which for the firſt time found its 
C 2 


way 
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3 


way into ber boſom, the Ducheſs promiſedſſevera 
to be guided in every reſpect by his ſuperior 
judgment; and after intreating, as the great- 
eſt favour ſhe could aſk, to ſee him now and 
then, ſuffered the happy pair to depart, and ſoon 


founded a maſs that very day, to be faid infprem 
the church of the Val de Grace, in comme-Whe de 


moration of her ſons, (to her miraculous) who « 
reſtoration. On their return to Hotel deft dorm 
St. Pirthin, they found Meſſ. de Neufpont excel 


and St. Hermine waiting to accompany the. tow 
father and ſon to Verſailles, where * ar- the 
rived ſooner than they expected. The vera 
? Duke de Civrac was never refuſed a private Dul 
audience; and though he had not, accord - refic 
ing to the eſtabliſhed etiquette, made his Cor 
firſt appearance upon his return to Paris vaſl 
Publicly i in the circle; he was immediately} Du 
admitted into the royal preſence, met with ten 
a moſt gracious reception, and ſoon related i ma 
his affecting tale, which the generous Mo- | too 
march liſtened to with the utmoſt attentioh; M. 


then ſent him in queſt of his father, adding, W Fa 
with a ſmile, the Comptroller-General had 
| ſeveral | 
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everal times aſſured him the Receiver- Gene- 
al of Dunkirk was one of the beſt informed 
1en in the kingdom. Such praiſes were 
truly flattering to the happy Adolphus, who 
Moon introduced his father, and had the ſu- 
preme pleaſure of ſeeing him welcomed, as 
he deſerved, by his truly auguſt Sovereign, 
who deſired his Grace to re- aſſume his long 
dormont title, as his eſtates were already in 
excellent hands. The Monarch then be- 
ſtowed the moſt flattering encomiums upon 
the young Duke, and finally reverted to ſe- P 
| veral memorials reſpecting the finances the 
Duke de St. Piene had drawn up during his 
refidence at Dunkirk. By the defire of the 
Comptroller-General they were to be can- 
vaſſed in the council the next day, and the 
Duke was moſt graciouſly requeſted to at- 
tend; highly honoured by ſo flattering a. 
mark of conſideration, the father. and fon 
took their leave, and returned with the 


Marquis's de Neufpont and St. Hermoine to 
Faris. . © 3 


Th: 
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The Duke de St. Piene's return was now 
publicly announced throughout his ſon's 
houſehold; but as moſt of them were ac- 
quainted with their maſter's eventful biſtory, 
which they had learned from the ancient 
domeſtics, {till members of the family or re- 
ſident at the Hotel de St. Piene; they were 
the leſs aſtoniſhed at the news; and, ſin-“ 
cerely attached to their young maſter, they 
all, more or leſs, appeared to participate in 
as felicity. Madame de St. Piene was al- 
Feady impatient to be introduced to her two 
daughters, and intreated her huſband, du- 
ting the courſe of the evening, to ſend for will 
them immediately to Paris: much as His to « 
Grace wiſhed to gratify every deſire his ami- bet 
able wife could form, he couid not make the 
any alterations in his Dunkirk houſehold, G. 
tall anothex Receiver-General was appointed ea 


in bis ſtead: nor could he, of courſe, re- ev 
move his daughters for the preſent, as Ma- in 
dame de Frauval was left as a ſort of deputy £c 
in his a ſence; befides, he had many things n 


be wiſhed to, IR before they left Flan- 
ders. 
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ers. The Ducheſs had too high an opinion 
of her huſband's judgment to attempt to 


Te ac-· ¶remonſtrate: ſhe felt the propriety of his 
ſtory >Mreaſons, and had been too long accuſtomed 
lent 


to make her wiſhes ſubordin te to her duty, 
both as a wife and mother, to expreſs the 
diſappointment ſhe felt on this occaſion. 


Vanyal called, as he had intended, in the 
morning, and was told by the porter bis 
maſter and Mr. de Melac were juſt ſet ot 
for Verſailles. The ſurgeon was angry with 
himſelf for having made it fo late, but he 
wiſhed to be genteel ; he hardly knew what 
to do, till the porter reminded him he had 
better leave his buſineſs in writing, or call 
the next day, as he did not ſuppoſe either his 
Grace, or Mr. de Melac, would be at home 
early enough to receive any viſitors that 
evening; to have gone away without leav- 
ing eme account of having executed the 
commiſhon he had received, might imply 
neglect on his ſide, he thought; he heretore 
vent into the porter's lodge, and wrote a very | 

| nm: few 
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few lines to his. old friend, and gave him 


Bazile's and his own addreſs; he then went 
home, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing from the 


Receiver-General. This note was delivered 
as ſoon as the father and ſon returned; and 
the Duke determined to make his old friend 


acquainted with the alteration that had 
taken place in his name and rank, the very 


next day; but he had ſo many things to do 


in the morning, and ſo many different orders 
40 give, it being neceſſary he ſhould re- | 
ſume his former ſtate with his title, that he 
had not a moment to dedicate to the ſurgeon 
before he ſet out for Verſailles. Adolphus 
accompanied him as it was a court day, and 
neceſſary he ſhould ſhew himſelf in the cir- 
cle. The Duke de St. Piene was imme- 
diately admitted to his Sovereign's preſence ; 
and as a ſmall recompence for his paſt and 
unmerited ſufferings, was decorated with the | 
Cordon Blea, or order of the St. Eſprit, the 
firſt in France; and further, as his known 
abilities, and ſuperior knowledge, fitted him 
in every reſpect for ſo important a truſt, he 
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© late in the evening ; and the pleaſure thie 
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was nominated Minette des Affaires Etrangers; 
which place had been vacant near a month, 


and was ordered to take immediate poſſeſſion 


of the hotel annexed to, and all the other 
etceteras. Thus honoured by his Sovereign's 
favour and confidence, the Duke joined his 
ſon in the circle, and received the congra- 
tulations of many of his former, and a vaſt 
many new friends, upon his recent promo- 
tions. He did not return to Paris till very 


Ducheſs exprefled to find his exalted merit 


Z had at length, in ſome reſpects, met with its 


reward in this world, gave him courage, he 
faid, to enter upon his arduous office ; he 
was of courſe exceſſively buſy for ſome days; 
ſo much fo, that notwithſtanding his wiſh to 


ſee Vanval, and learn, if poſſible, through 


him, how Bazile went on, and whether he 
was {till in Paris, he could not ſpare a mo- 
ment either to devote to his friend, or thoſe 
enquirers; for his duty to his King and 
country took the lead of every other con- 
ſideration. 
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. "AN VAL FOODS to think his note had 
not been delivered, or he ſhould certainly 
either have ſeen his old friend here, or re- 
ceived an invitation to the Hotel de St. 
Firmin: each ſucceeding day. brought with 
it a. freſh diſappointment; he therefore 
hardly knew how to act, and began to think 
Mr. de Melac was either returned to Dun- 
| kirk, Or Was gone to ſome country | ſeat of 
the Duke de Civrac, on the other fide of 
Paris: however, he determined to. pay one 
more viſit to his Grace before he left the 
metropolis, wiſhing g to diſcover what could 
1 have cauſed this s neglet}, and to him, ſtrange 


hea behaviour, 


had 
unly. 
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behaviour, after all the civilities he had met 
with from the Duke, and friendſhip from the 
Receiver General; beſides, he had a vaſt 
deal to ſay about Bazile, who had been ten 
days in Paris, and had nearly expended all 
his money; he called upon Vanval moſt 
days, but never choſe to ſay where he lodged; 
and as the ſurgeon had made the diſcovery, 


he never put the queſtion to him. 


Soon after their arrival, he made the d 
man a preſent of a very handſome gold- 


headed cane; entreating him, at the ſame 
time, not to mention their having ſeen each 


other to his father when he returned to 
Dunkirk. The old ſurgeon laughed in his 


 fleeve at his folly, accepted his preſent, and 


aſſured him, if his ſecret was not already diſ- 


covered, it was very ſafe for him; but deſired 


him to recollect the intimacy ſubſiſting be- 


| tween the Duke de Civrac and his father, 
and whether it was-not very likely, and more 
than probable, his Grace might write the 

e General word of his frolic at St. 
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\ 


Juſte, except he had already, or intended to 


bribe his Grace to ſecrecy. 


Baile affected to 1215 at theſe lan alt 
each day told the furgeon he believed he 
ſhould ſet out the next; but the next came, 


and he repeated his forms declaration ; his | 
two diſintereſted friends proved to him fo | 
clearly a day, more or leſs, now he was at | 


Paris, could make no difference. Could he 


mark would reveal what he ſo much wiſhed 
to keep a fecret ; and he could not deviſe 


any means of getting a letter put into the 


poſt at Havre before he reached that city. 


His friends, however, were never at a loſs to 
quiet his fears; and when he did write, it 


was only wondering his father had not an- 


ſwered his firſt letters, which muſt have miſ- 
carried ;—pray who was to diſcover this 


little fineſſe? and ſuppoſe his father had 
wrote to enquire the reaſon of his filence, his 


relations would only expect him the ſooner, 


= 


and 


but have wrote to his father, he ſhould have 
been much more at his eaſe ; but the poſt- 


d to 


| Flanders. ; 
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and would certainly not think of writing to 
Dunkirk till they ſaw him. Theſe excel- 
lent reaſons had their due weight; indeed 
Bazile was ever eaſily perſuaded to do what 
was moſt agreeable to himſelf; he therefore 
allowed the time to ſlip away in a ſeries of 
continual diſſipation, and often forgot both 
Dunkirk and its inhabitants. 


Adolphus was nearly as anxious as his fa- 
ther to ſee Vanval, for whom he entertained 


| the higheſt eſteem, and to learn what was 


become of Bazile ; but he was ſo able an 
auxiliary, his father, at his own requeſt, had 


| kept him in almoſt conſtant PT Ont. 


| Dakine this interval, the Duke had bebt 8 
entreated by the Comptroller General, with 
whom he was ſtill very intimate, to nomi- 


nate ſome one capable of ſucceeding him in 
the poſt he ſo lately held; his Grace ſelected 


= a very reputable Flamand, with whom he / 


had become intimate during his reſidence in 
This Gentleman, who now held 
a ſmall 
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a ſmall poſt under government at Paris, and 
was highly flattered to find himſelf thus pro- 


moted and noticed by the Duke de St. Piene, 


who choſe to make him acquainted with his 


family hiſtory to engage his confidence, and 


induced him to act as he ſhould wiſh upon 
his arrival at Dunkirk. 1 


; Ay 


The Duke wrote a Wag letter to Madame 
de Franval, deſiring her to reſign his houſe, 

and every thing elſe belonging to him, ſuch 
as horſes, carriages, &c. to Mr. Annelly, the 
bearer of his arms. The clerks and ſervants 


were all to retain their reſpective poſts, or be 


diſcharged, as they choſe; and ſhe was to ſet 
out immediately for Paris with his two 


daughters, and Madame des Ormes, who 
was to be put in poſſeſſion of the elegant 


little villa whither the Ducheſs had retired 
upon her ſuppoſed widowhood, and where 


the had conſtantly reſided tall her fon went 


into the gens d' armes. 


> 
" 1 : * 
4 He 
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He entered into no details concerning 
Wee merely ſaid, a far more lucrative 


ſituation had been offered him, which he had bores 


ſome notion of accepting, but wiſhed her to 
aſſign no other reaſon for his leaving Dun- 
kirk to his Flemiſh friends, ſave: that the 
climate of that part of France did not agree 
with bim, and he was going farther ſouth- 


ward ; and ſhe might give his daughters the 
{ame reaſon for their removal. 


Mr. Annelly was even ſcrupulous in obey⸗ 
ing the Dukes orders; his arrival cauſed no 
{mall conſternation and regret in his Grace's 
Dunkirk houſehold :. however, the behaviour: 
of their new maſter, ſoon reconciled them to 
parting with their old one. Erneſtine and 
Clemence were aſtoniſhed at firſt, but their 
wonder ceaſed, when they reflected upon the 


intimacy ſubſiſting between their father and 


the Duke de Civrac, to whoſe wiſh to pro- 
mote the intereſt of the former, they ſolely 
attributed their impending j journey. They 
prepared, without reluctance, to quit a city 
5 die, 


4 » b AL MIRA 


where they had not formed any friendſhips 


likely to make them regret their N to 
5 farther diſtance. 


h The Duke was now quite ſettled in his 
new habitation ; and having put all his bu- 
fineſs and family affairs en train, entreated 
Adolphus would ſend for his old friend, 
whom he wiſhed to receive ſans eeremonie, to 
convince the - honeſt Flamand he {till held 
the fame place in his eſtimation and confi- 
\ dence; but rather aſtoniſhed when he learnt 
he had not called the ſecond time, and was 
half afraid he was returned to Dunkirk, of- 
fended at the apparent negle& with which 
they had treated him. Adolphus faid he 
would wait upon him the following day, and 


. bring him to ſup en famille; anticipating in 


his own mind the worthy ſurgeon's ſurpriſe, 
when he diſcovered his old friend de Melac 
in the Duke de St. Piene, whoſe promo- 


tion he might have heard of, but not of 


the peculiar circumſtances attending it. 


e by. } Q 3.2 ; — 7 ö * * ; 


Between 
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Between twelve and one Adolphus arrived 
in the Rue des Bon Enfans, o the no ſmall 
ſatisfaction of Vanval, whoſe moſt ſanguine 
hopes had never led him to expect his Grace 
would have honoured him with a viſit, 
though he had flattered himſelf he ſhould 
have received an invitation to dine or ſup at 
his hotel. Adolphus apologiſed to him in 
the politeſt manner for not having called 


upon him fooner ; aſſured him buſineſs of 


the utmoſt importance had alone prevented 


him, and was rather aſtoniſhed he had not 
repeated his viſit at the hotel de St. Firmin, 

where he muſt ever be a welcome gueſt; 
then proceeded to tell him he ſhould call for 
him in the evening, if he had no previous 


engagement to prevent his ſupping with him 
and his old friend. Vanval felt too much 


flattered by this invitation, to make the 
lighteſt objection; he then wiſhed to enter 


into ſome details reſpecting Bazile, but 


Adolphus entreated him to reſerye all he had 
to lay about the wild youth till evening; 


n him Mr. de Melac would be very 
much 
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much gratified by the intereſt he had taken 
in his ſon 8 | proceedings. 


At the nated time Adolphus called 
for the ſurgeon, who was adorned in his beſt 
ſcarlet ſuit for this diſtinguiſhed viſit. As 
he was perfectly acquainted with Paris, and | 

knew his way to. the hotel de St. Firmin, he 
was rather aſtoniſhed when he perceived they 
_ took a different road; curioſity induced him 
to ſay, Are the ſervants going "Ws; your 
Grace?“ 
« Our friend does not reſide with me, fir? 
ſaid the Duke; ve are going to ſup with 
him at his hotel.” Foe 706! 


The kirovon was, in ſome reſets, | ſatis- 
fied; yet his hotel rather ſtruck him, though 
he pablſuriied the Duke meant the one he 
lodged at, as he knew Mr. de Melac had not 
a houſe in Paris; yet, reflecting he had 
taken up his abode at the hotel de St. Fir- 

min upon his arrival, what could have in- 
duced him to have changed his quarters; it 
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was pretty evident the Duke and he had not 
quarrelled. Theſe various reflections fully 
occupied him, till they reached the Duke de 
St. Piene's preſent abode. The magnificent 
appearance of the houſe, which was very diſ- 
cernable by the light of the lamps, increaſed 
the perplexed ſurgeon's aſtoniſhment. This 
was no hotel Garnie; it was, moſt probably, 


the refidence of ſome of the ſuperior farmer 
generals, with whom de Melac was intimate. 


1 Adolphus, who had watched his looks, was 


highly amuſed. They both alighted, and 


as the young Duke did not ſtand upon cere- 


mony, no queſtions were aſked either by 


himſelf or his ſervants; without ſpeaking, 
he led the planet-ſtruck ſurgeon through a 


= moſt noble ſuit of apartments, very elegantly 


lighted, towards his father's pris ate ſtudy: 
in one of the anti-rooms they met a ſervant 


your maſter returned from Verſailles?” 


knowing his father was to ſpend the day there. 


He: N anſwered in the affirmative; and 
the 
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the fervagt was preparing to precede and an- 


nounce Adolphus and the ſurgeon, wben a 


look of the former made him underſtand it 


was not required; he therefore retreated, 
and they went forwards. 


Vanval, though loſt in wonder and amaze, : 
dared not make any remarks. At laſt Adol- | 
phus ſtopped and and rapt at adoor ; 1h, come | 


in,” ſaid a voice from within. 


« Oh, Parbleu !” ſaid the ſurgeon, © I i 
know that voice; I began to fear, your 
Grace, I ſhould not fee my old friend at 3 


laſt,” 


| Adolphus ſmiled while he opened the L 


door, and defired the ſurgeon to walk in. 
The honeſt Flamand, eager to ſee his friend, 
made no ſcruple of preceding him upon ſuch 
an occaſion, but haſtily advanced into the 
room, and almoſt as haſtily retraced his ſteps, 
and even joſtled Adolphus, who was behind 
him ſhutting to the door. The Flamand's 


” looks were ſtrongly expreſſive of diſappoint- 
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ment, as he ſaw only one perſon in the room, 
ſeated at a deſk, apparently very buſy writ- 
ing, whom he was convinced was not his old 


A friend de Melac. 


T7 he fact was, Adolphus had purpoſely 
brought him an hour before the Duke ex- 
pected either, as it had been agreed he 
ſhould received him ſans ceremonie in one of 
the dining rooms; the Duke by no means 
wiſhing to dazzle his old friend by the neceſ- 
fary ſplendour of the appearance it was in- 
cumbent upon him to make when he at- 


tended his ſovereign in council; but Adol- 
phus particularly wiſhed to ſurpriſe his fa- 
ther before he could have time to undreſs, 
| gueſling what an effe&t his blue ribbon, 
diamond ſtar, &c. wou'd have upon the 


petrified Flamand, wh» flood motionleſs, 


and even open- -mouthed, Juſt within the 
room. 808 


"i. SA an | 


"His Grace was ſitting with: his back to 
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the door; ; and when he called Come 1 in,” 


concluded 
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concluded it was only one of his ſecretaries 


whom he had ſent in ſearch of ſomething, 
therefore neither moved nor turned his head; 


- when the ſurgeon once more, upon a ſign 


from Adolphus, ventured to approach him, 
but made ſuch a ſudden ſtart back again, 
upon the Duke's ſaying © have you found 


it, Guiſcan?” Perfectly recollecting the 
voice, yet unable to believe his eyes, that 


Adolphus burſt into a violent fit of laugh- 


ing. The Duke, of courſe, turned round 
to ſee from whence this unexpected ſally of 
mirth proceeded, and inſtantly roſe upon 
ſeeing de Vanval, and advanced towards him. 


Good heavens | my old friend, I beg you 


ten thouſand pardons, I really thought it 
had been my lecretary. 


mony, My Adolphus? (turning to the young 


Duke) why aſk admiſſion where you are 
5 $ ſuch. a welcome gueſt: "Uh 


but was not able to ſpeak for half a minute 
or 


Why this cere- 5 


V FT looked very Readfaſtly at his Grace 
for ſome minutes, and then at Adolphus; 
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or more, till the Duke took his hand, and 
again entreated his pardon. 


« Parbleu !” ſaid the ſurgeon, «I begin 
to fancy I am in ſome enchanted caſtle, 'or 
elſe there has doen ſome wondertul changes 
ſince I ſaw The ſurgeon recollected 
himſelf, fearful of being too familiar, and 
thus went on :—< I can't ſuppoſe I am in a 
dream ; yet I begin to think, my dear fir, 


reſidence at Dunkirk.” 
„ hope I ſhall be able to clots up every 


i thing to your ſatisfaction before we part, my 
1 good old friend; but how have you been 
it ſiunce I laſt ſaw you at Amiens?“ 
II can't be miſtaken, my dear fir,” re- 
6 plied Vanval ; “ your preſent kind condeſ- 
8 cenſion convinces me I am in the preſence of 
my amiable friend; whoever you are, or 
whatever your preſent name is, I give you 
e Joy from the bottom of my ſoul; if theſe 
are recent promotions, as I am convinced 
2 = no one can be more deſerving of every - 


2 


you have been a ſtrange impoſter during your 


honour 
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' honour our ſovereign has it in his power to 
beſtow.“ | 1 
_« Your compliments are truly flattering, 
my dear Vanval ; believe me you have often | 
been the ſubject of my thoughts; but poſi- 
_ tively fince my arrival at Paris, my time has | 
been too fully employed to permit me to 


attend to any duties but thoſe of my office.” 


During this ſpeech, Vanval was ſurveying : 
the Duke from head to foot; a blue ribbon | 
and red heels were two ſuch poſitive marks 

of diſtinction, he was ſtill very much at 
a loſs to gueſs how his former friend had 

thus ſuddenly come to the poſſeſſion of the 
one, and be entitled to wear the other. The 
Duke gueſt his thoughts, entreating him to 
be ſeated; and, taking a chair, as did jt © 
Adolpnus, near him, he related in a few PE 
words as poſſible his eventful hiſtory. 
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| ſeveral. times during the recital ; and h en 

his Grace concluded, congratulated both 
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ther and ſon in the warmeſt manner, © I 
am no longer at a loſs, your Grace, to ac 


ng, 
ten count for your behaviour at Roſebrugge. 
ofi- though i it puzzled me exceſſively at the time, 


and led me to form many conjectures very 
wide of the truth.” 


5 He then, at his Grace's requeſt, recapitu- 
ing! lated all he knew concerning Bazile, and aſ- 
on ſured the Duke he was, to the beſt of his 
rk; knowledge, full in Paris, as he had ſeen him 
at but the day before ; Hop and I am convinced, 6 
nad he continued,“ he is perfectly unacquainted 
the with your Grace s recent adventures.” 
he! I mean to keep him 1 in ignorance of my 
to- rank a ſhort time longer; indeed I am afraid 
did ; the knowledge of it will merely increaſe his 
Py 4 impertinence. But I ſtill ſtand in need of 
5 your aſſiſtance, my good friend ; for depend 
: upon it, I don't mean his late freak ſhall 
joy ; eſcape unpuniſhed.“ | 
en! © Your Grace might always have com- 
oth : manded my beſt ſervices,” faid Vanval ; 
her i © judge, therefore, if your preſent RE 


vol. III. 0 | cenſion | 


cenſion is likely to abate my zeal ; only let 


8 conforming to them in every reſpect.“ 


| dred Louis when he left Dunkirk, which, Il 
what money he had by him, for a month; 
where there was not the ſlighteſt chance of 


his being at any expence; however, from his! 


by this time have much left, and you are, 


which I am very much inclined to believe, 


word of honour he will ſet off the moment 
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me know your wiſhes, and depend upon my 


Lou ſee Bazile daily, I think I under-W: ther 
ſtood, and have ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe hi|Maye pr 
caſh is nearly exhauſted. I gave him a hun- Mut let 


paris: 
avre. 
ave I 
I ler 
ſhou 
age 
mode of travelling, and his having, noMigt a 


doubt, become Paymaſter- General, he can't Me he a 


preſumed, would have been ſufficient, with 


as he was going upon a viſit, and to a houſe 


. DE | 5 banior 
in my opinion, the only perſon to whom he 


; | @urnin 
could apply with any hopes of ſucceſs, for a 


Wthirty 
ſupply of that neceſſary article. If I ſhould, Nence 


prove a true prophet, offer him a ſufficient BI Th 
ſupply to carry him to Havre, and from only! 
thence home; but make him give you his Nſhewi 

ceivec 


he 
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e receives it, or elſe aſſure him, you will 
rite: to me immediately; for I would not 
ave you give him the ſlighteſt hint I have - 

tt Dunkirk. As for his two low companions, 
der t them get home how they can, though they 
e hive probably taken care of that matter; 


zun ut let me intreat you would ſee he leaves 
ch, paris alone, and takes the direct road to 
with Havre. Buy him a cabriolet; tell him you 
th Have made the purchaſe for yourſelf, but 
mY Vill lend it him to perform this journey, —as 
e © 


"BY ſhould not chuſe he ſhould alight from a 
his age-coach, becauſe the family he is going to 
_DOBWfit are rather in a high line as merchants. 
ant If he attempts to borrow money for his com- 
are, ¶panions, calculate how long they will be re- 


ö he . urning to Dunkirk on foot, and allow them 
Ir a 


i thirty ſous a * for their travelling ex- 


ald, . pences. 


Ve, | | 
ent WY The 8 was exceſſively pleaſed, and 
om only hoped they would put him to the teſt, 
his " 1ewing his Grace the preſent he had re- 
ent Nceived to ſhut his mouth; ſpoke of Bazile's 
| N RY companions, 


which had come to his ears aſter the Duke 


nued his Grace, I thought heaven had £ 
made rae ample amends for all my paſt ſuf- 
ferings, ard even for the follies of my young- 


the Duke de Civrac ! Each ſucceeding day, 
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nay 1 


companions, to whom he wholly attributed 
LY adds t 


this journey, in the terms they deſerved. 


more 

The Duke ſmiled at the good man's vehe-| introc 
mence, and ſaid, A few days ago I had tell y 

| ſome thoughts, as he is in Paris, of placing other 
him at * S7. Lazare for a few months, but I turth 
have altered my intentions at the requeſt of v. 
his generous brother. As Adolphus had left | 
4 the room when Bazile became the ſubject off wo 
converſation, the ſurgeon had an opportu- 1 
nity of ſaying much more in his praiſe than! 5885 
he dared otherwiſe have done, and of re- 2 
lating ſeveral generous and charitable actions IIs 
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had left Dunkirk.” 7 
] aſſure you, my dear Vanval. ” conti- 


nay i 


* A ſort of Priſon for undutiful children. 
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nay [ might almoſt ſay each revolving hour, 
adds to my affection for him, and makes me 


more ſenſible of ſuch a bleſſing! but J will 


introduce you to his mother, and when 1 


tell you they are the counterpart of each 
other, I think I nced not ſay any thing 
further in praiſe of Madame de St. Piene.“ 


| Vanyal, fearful of incommoding his Grace, 
would fain have taken leave, but the Duke 


would not ſuffer him. He ſoon finiſhed the 


+ * 
memorandums he was making, and then ac- 


companied him into the ſaloon. Madame 


de Neufpont was the only ſtranger, and had 
been exceſſively amuſed by the deſcription 


Adolphus had been giving him and his 


mother, of Vanval's behaviour and ſurprize. 
The Duke introduced him to both ladies as 


is moſt intimate Flemiſh friend, with many ; 


very flattering eulogiums, highly gratifying 
to the honeſt ſurgeon, who felt himſelf par- 


8 ticularly diſtinguiſhed, when he underſtood 
Mr. Aurally and himſelf were the only two. .- 
entruſted with his Grace's family hiſtory, and 
future intentions reſpecting Bazile, — 
SS ©. The 
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The amiable Ducheſs, who had learnt the 


latter was in Paris, wiſhed very much to have i 


had him ſent for, and offered to become an- 
ſwerable for his future good behaviour; but 
the gentleman gave her ſo little encourage- 
ment, ſhe determined not to interfere be- 

tween him and his father, convinced the 


Duke de St. Piene was the laſt man in the 


world to have recourſe to ſeverity, where 
gentle methods. were yy to be r 
5 ſucceſsful. 8 


5 Adolphus ſat Vanval down at his lodg- 
ings, after having made him promiſe to call 
upon him frequently during his ſhort ſtay, 
and ſup with him the Sunday following. 
Vanval obſerved the time he had intended to 
ſtay in Paris was very near expired, but a 
few days more or leſs were of no conſequence, 

fince his place was fo ably ſupplied during 

his abſence by Mr. Bertrand, to whoſe care 
| be had committed his patients. 


CHAP, 


1e. 


AND ERMANCE. . 


. 


By this time Bazile and his companions 
had viſited every place of diverſion Paris 
affords; and being undecided, on the very 
evening Vanval ſpent with the Duke de St. 
Piene, what to do with themſelves, Bazile 


recollected he had not yet taken them to any 


of the gaming houſes in the vicinity of the 


Palais Royal, and which he had often fre- 
quented during his former ſtay at Paris, and, 


like all young beginners, had ſometimes | 


been ſucceſsful. 


In the morning he had counted over the 
remains of about a hundred and twenty 
38 D4 ä 
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Louis, the ſtock he poſſeſſed when he left 


ſeven, and a few ſix livre pieces; a freſh 


been very lucky at faro—had frequently won 
fifty Louis in a few minutes—and even half 


meant to ſet off in two days at fartheſt : he 


tions to his friends, but determined, if for- 
tune proved favourable, to turn his back, as 
ſpeedily as poſſible, upon them and Paris, 
They had drawn upon him pretty freely ; 
and as his purſe grew light, he reflected they 

| had taken greater liberties than they ought 
to havedone, both with him and his money. 
Theſe refleftions, however, came too late to 

be of any ſervice to him; and as he did not 


them to take a turn in the Palais Royal, as 
he wiſhed to ſhew them how the bucks of the 


Dunkirk, and found they were reduced to 


ſupply would therefore be particularly ſea- 
ſonable, and he recollected he had always 


that ſum would now ſerve his purpoſe, as he 


did not abſolutely communicate his inten- 


feel inclined to quarrel with them, he aſked 


capital ſpent their evenings. They, ever bi 
eeager in purſuit. of diverſion, readily agreed ne 
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to his propoſal, and ſoon entered one of the 
gaming houſes numerous in that quarter. 
Play was began, and every thing ſeemed to 
go on very fair in the opinion of Bazile and 


his friends: the former's fingers began to 


itch, and at laſt he ſaid he would juſt try his 
luck, but only take three chances, win or 


E loſe. This excellent reſolution was noticed 


by ſome of the players—particularly the 


banker. Faro was the game; and as Bazile 


had hitherto always won at firſt, he ventured 
five Louis upon the eure. This once his 
accuſtomed luck forſook him exceſſively 
mortified he had it not in his power to not 
double his ſtakes, as he found Dame Fortune 
was not very favourable to him, he ſaid 
he would only riſk one Louis the next time 
equally unfortunate ! and one of the by- 
ſtanders obſerved he had loſt Hic out of his 
three times, therefore had better make it 
double or quits; for it was always his maxim 
to win the horſe or loſe the ſaddle. Bazile, 
breathleſs at his repeated misfortunes, and 
not very much inclined to follow the excel- 
% » Bon lent 
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lent advice he had juſt received, had his purſe 
allowed him the option, his two friends 
looked very black, though they little thought 
one Louis alone remained in Bazile's purſe. 
Berenger ſighed, and ſaid let me try for you 
next time, perhaps I may be more fortu- 
nate. Willing to retrieve his lots any how, 
if poſſible, with a heavy heart Bazile delivered 
up his remaining ſtock of gold, ſaying, it 
you are not more fortunate than I have been 
I will not hazard a ſous more :—he kept his 
word, for Berenger was equally unſucceſs- | 
ful;—not to win once out of three times, was 
being terribly out of luck, and began to 
have their doubts whether all went on fo 
fair as they had imagined : the other friend 
was ſure he ſheuld be more fortunate, and 
| aſked Bazile to let him make one trial of his 


{kill © try for yourſelf,” ſaid Bazile pet- 


tiſhly, “ I never like to break my word,” 


I]) be three friends left the room, and were 
nb ſooner out of hearing, than they began 


to curſe all gaming-houſes ; * « but I would 
: a have 
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have taken one more chance,“ ſaid Beren - 


ger;“ they would have let you win next 


time. The mighty ſecret now came out; 


have not left another louis in the world.“ 


His two diſintereſted friends looked aghaſt 
at each other for ſome time on this unex- 
pected intelligence, till Berenger broke the 
filence, exclaiming, „not another louis 
why, what are we to do then? and how are 
we to get home ? but you can certainly have 
what money you like upon a to ſome 
of your friends.” 

« You are ſenſible I don't wiſh ms of 

my father's acquaintance to know I am in 
Paris,“ ſaid Bazile ; © and I queſtion, if I 
were to apply, whether any one of them 
would lend me five louis; you two mult 
pay what little matters we owe, and L. will 
return it you when I get home.” 

“J have but thirty livres,“ ſaid Berenger. 

« And J have not half ſo much,” ſaid the 


EZ other; © as Mr. Bazile engaged to pay ovary 


thing, I did not load myſelf with money.” . 
D 6 1 « Why 
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uy Why, we owe more than we have all 


got for lodgings,” laid Bazile ; « what muſt 
we do?” 
« Sell your watch,” ſaid Mgr, 


„But what will my father ſay to that ex- 
pedient?“ 


Oh, you may very eaſi ly account for * | 


diſappearance ; you loſt it out of your room, 

had your pocket picked, or was robyed on 
your return home 3 any one of theſe excuſes 
will paſs current.” 


lt was my mother s, and of ſuch value, 


that 1 am convinced my father would adver 


tiſe it, or take ſuch effectual means to diſco- 


ver what was become of it, I ſhould certainly 
be detected. 4 


* 


| They went home in very low ſpirits; none 
of them had” A friend to apply to in this 


dreadful dilemma : they held a council, and : 


| agreed, if no other means could be thought 


of, the watch muſt be pawned, and the two. 


| friends were to tend the money to redeem 


it before Bazile returned to Dunkirk; by 


which 


ww, e* © 


. 
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by which means he would have i it to produce 
upon his arrival. 


Bazile had his doubts whether they would 
be able to keep their words, admitting they 


were fo inclined. They each ſported a 


watch, though of no value, yet he thought 
they might {ell for enough to carry them 
home ; and he offered to replace them when 
he returned from Havre: he had a few little 
trinkets he meant to part with to enable him 


to perform his intended journey in the dili- 


gence; and from Havre he would write to 
his father for a freſh ſupply, under {ome Me 


| tence or other. 


His two friends were, however, abſolutely 


averſe to parting with any thing of their own ; 
and Bazile perceived they would not make 
the ſlighteſt ſacrifice to oblige him; exceſ- 
fively piqued, he had half a mind to ſet off 


in the morning with the few livres he had 


remaining, and leave them to pay the lodg- 


ings, and get home as well as they could. 


OS PE 


He almoſt came to this reſolution during bor 
the night, only he was at a loſs how to get tak 
away his baggage : however, after breakfaſt, the 
he told them he would call upon Vanval and wil 
fee if he would ſupply them with a trifle. | 
The diſintereſted friends made an exact ny 
calculation of what would be neceſſary for the 
the three, and protefted Bazile muſt run the 
every riſk to extricate them from their pre- loc 
| ſent embarraſſments 3 their times were ex- he 
pired, and they might loſe their places were Pl: 
they to ſtay any longer in Paris, ka 
| Bazile was fertouſly angry, but kept his 

thoughts to himſelf; he certainly had en- 1 
gaged to defray their journey to and from "ON 
the capital, but not to provide lodgings, &c. x 
for them during their ſtay, aad hitherto they to 
had not ſpent a ſous. He deſired them to le 
take a walk while he went to Vanval's, di- 5 
recting them to ſome diſtance that he might on 
not find them at home on his return; hav- 2 


; ing come to a determination, if he could not 
| borrow 


o 
* * 


Us 
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borrow a ſufficient ſum of the ſurgeon, to 
take what is called French leave, and oblige 
them to have recourſe to the 1 means they 
wiſhed him to adopt. 


Not having any ſuſpicion of his real inten- 


tion, they ſallied out together; Bazile ſent 


them quite an oppoſite way, and haſtened to 


the ſurgeon's, whom he found at home. His 


looks almoſt announced his errand ; but as 
he had but little time to ſpare if he put his 
plan into execution, he immediately re- 
queſted Vanval to favour him with a private 
audience, and told his melancholy tale. 

Vanval enjoyed his motification, and when 
he ceaſed ſpeaking, ſaid, © ] hope you want 
a ſufficient ſum tor all three, or perhaps 
to make your companions . a few more pre- 
ſents ?” 
No, indeed, my good 1 if you will 
only lend me enough to pay our lodgings 


and my own journey, I don't mean to in- 


trude any further upon your goodneſs.” 
Cd an Ihe 


8 P AL MIRA 


The ſurgeon ſecretly applauded the no- 


tion of paying for the lodgings, and aſked 


bim what ſum would be ſufficient? 
« A hundred and fifty livres will quite 
ſet me up, as I mean to travel in the dili- 
gence.” 


I dont approve of your intentions; the 


ſon of Mr. de Melac ought not to make uſe 


of ſuch a conveyance ; he would be ſeriouſly” 


offended was he to know you made ſo ſhabby 
an entree into Havre; it would be a diſgrace 
to both your father and relations. I am 


convinced you received very different orders 


from Mr. de Melac when you left Dunkirk, 
and were amply provided with money.“ 


own i Bag broke down. 


1 1 FF 


= a acknowledged he was, and men- 
tioned how his father intended him to tra- 
vel; but what was to be done? perhaps he 
ſhould be able to hire a carriage of ſome ſort. 
within a few poſts of Havre, or might lay his 
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mean to purchaſe a cabriolet for mv 
own ule,” ſaid Vanval; „and I ſhould not 


mind returning in a ſtage coach to oblige 
your father; but I am afraid, if I was to lend 


you my carriage, you would {ell it and {pers 
the money during your ſtay at Havre.” 


Bazile's eyes glittered with delight, while 


he made a thouſand proteſtations; the ſur- 
geon cut him very ſhort.—* You need not 


waſte ſo many words, Mr. Bazile, for if you 
| play me falſe, I am always at a certainty of 
being repaid by your father, and thanked 


4 


for my kind attentions; the cabriolet, there- : 


fore, ſhall be ready in three hours; I know 
where there are plenty to be had, and I will 


advance you a ſufficient ſum for your preſent 


wants.“ 


Bale overjoyed at his almoſt unexpected 
ſucceſs, thanked the ſurgeon in the warmeſt 
terms, but entreated he would ſtill keep his 
ſecret, aſſuring him that would be, notwith- 
 Randing 
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"ſtanding his preſent diſtreſs, the greateſt ob- 


| ligation he could lay him under. 


Only keep your word with me, young 
gentleman, and depend upon my diſcretion; 
remember in three hours you are to be ready 
to ſet off. 8 


Baile . and; reflected his friends 
would be returned by that time, and he 
ſhould not be able to get off as he intended. 


Fle frankly acknowledged how he meant to 
have ſer ved them, and only withed he could 


deviſe ſome plan to enable him to get rid of 
them without being obliged to quarrel ; 


| though he proteſted he meant to drop Be- 


renger's acquaintance, as it was he who had 


totally led him to undertake his jaurney 
to Paris, and involved him in his preſent 


diffculties. 


e fond Nahe was deficient in ſpi- 


rit and recollection, therefore told him if he 
meant to be ee * him, he would take 


every 
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every thing upon himſelf ; © go home,” he 
| went on, © tell your agreeable ae you did 


not find me within, and leave the reſt to 


me. 


Baile wiſhed to know a little more, and 
would have told the ſurgeon where they 


lodged, but he hurried him away promiſing 
to be punctual to his e 


Bazile ſpent the geadelt part of the three 


hours in rambling about; when he reached 
their lodgings, he found them juſt returned 
from their walk, each anxiouſly waiting his 
arrival, and very impatient. to learn what ſuc- 
cels he had met with. Bazile's looks con» 


vinced them he had failed before they made 


any enquiries ; they merely ſaid, you have 
been a long while ;—* I had half a mind not 
to have come home any more,” muttered. 
| Bazile.” | 
What, the finger old riſen would not 
lend lend you a fingle louis I ſuppoſe,” ſaid 
Berenger; * well, never mind, we will find 

| ſome 
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| ſome means of revenging ourſelves when we 
return to Dunkirk ; but what did the old 
hunk ſay?” A 
<« I have not ſeen him, though I know he 

was at home.” 

The old Nam is offended,” ſaid 
Berenger, « we never told him where we 
lodged.” | 


The friends now once more began to cal- 
culate how much it would be neceſſary to 
raiſe upon the watch, for that was become a 
matter of courſe ; but Bazile was ſpared 
making them any anſwer by the arrival of 
the ſurgeon, who daſhed into the court of 
their hotel in a very handſome cabriolet 
drawn * poſt horſes. 9 


5 86 Why, hs the d. vel. 5 1 Be 

renger, ſeeing Vanval alight, «. the old ſur 
geon, as I am alive! where is he going? or 

how came he here? how came he to find us 
out t ?—he 1 is going home 1 would lay my life, 
and 
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that ſmart vehicle is a x preſent of the Duke 
de Civracs. 


His harangue was interrupted by the en- 
trance of the ſurgeon. Berenger, who had 
opened the door for him, affected to be very 
happy to ſee him. © I- have no time juſt 


| now for compliments, young man,“ ſaid 


Vanval ; © accident made me acquainted 


with your place of abode, and Iam come to 
| take my leave of Mr. de Melac : have you 


any commands for Dunkirk, fir?“ turning 
to Bazile.“ 

5h What, are you going off immediately! py 
interrupted Berenger ;—* and alone!” faid 
his friend—as the ſame thought had ſtruck 
them both at the ſame moment. 


Bazile wiſhed to fathom the ſurgeon's 
meaning before he anſwered, and Vanyal 
thus went on :—* Monſieur de Melac was 
the perſon I addreſſed, gentlemen.” -= 
Bazile, were much at a loſs, ſaid, my 


family do not know I am in Paris, Mr, 


Vanve, 
4 


vw inn 
Vanval, therefore I dare not make you the 
bearer of a meſſage to any part ef it; I mean 
to-ſet out for Havre to-morrow morning, 
and ſhall write to my father from thence.” 

And pray how do you mean to perform 
your journey ?” {aid Vanyal. 

„ have not yet decided.” 

Then, as one day can't make any great 
difference, ſtep into my carriage, and I will 


convey you ſome part of your journey, and 


you may ride {ane from Abbeville to 
Havre.” 


Bazile thanked the ſurgeon, and ſaid he 
ſhould be very happy to avail himſelf of his 


kind offer.” 


700 Then wake haſte,” faid Vanval, «orl 
| ſhall have to pay the poſt horſes double for 


waiting, and that won't ſuit me; Paris 4 


dear enough without flinging money away.” 


. Very true, faid the two diſconſolate 


i friends, wiſhing they could meet with a ſi- 


; milar offer. 
| 08 Would 


« Would not your carriage hold three; 
my old friend,” ſaid Berenger, we ſhould 


be company ;—as we all arrived together, 
ſuppoſe we contrive to return together ; my 
friend here can follow us in the diligence, 
which ſets out to-night, and take Mr. Ba- 


zile's place at Abbeville.” 


A moſt excellent arrangement, Beren- 
3 ger; however, I don't chuſe to break down 
my new carriage; ; accident made us com- 
panions in the ſtage, not choice on my ſide; 
for I am very much of opinion you two 

young men prevailed upon my worthy 
| friend's ſon to undertake this journey with- 
| out his father's conſent ; and by this time 


that good man is, no doubt, very anxious to 


hear from him; and ſhould he diſcover, 
which he moſt probably will, where he has 
been, and in whoſe company, the blame will 
fall upon him, not his intereſted adviſers. I 
am very glad he has accepted my propoſal ; 
if he had not been fo inclined, I ſhould cer- 
tainly hav. thought it wy duty to have in- 
formed 
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formed his father where I left him, and Who 
were his companions.“ 


ALLURE time Bazile was putting his 
clothes together, and very ſoon told the ſur- 
geon he was ready. 


gut you don't mean to ſet off,“ ſaid Be- 
renger, without | ng your engage- 
ments?“ 05 
 Bazile looked at the furgeon.. 7 = 
„Well, Mr. Bazile, what are theſe en- 
gagements? 1 ſuppoſe you have not paid 
your part of the lodgings; come, make 
hake.? 
 Bazile licked, and frimmered out © Phave 
no money left; do, my dear friend, lend me 
a trifle.” “ - 8 1 
Pray how did you mean to reach Havre? 
—but how much will do? I believe I have 
a few livres more than will carry me home.“ 
= We owe fifty livres for a ſaid 


_ Bazile. 


bi” « What elſe * 
| « ] 
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I paid for every thing elſe as we had it,” 
ſaid Bazile. 

« You paid, and I probe you muſt give 
ſomething to 125 . ſhare will | 
be twenty Rees 

« agreed to pay all,“ faid wall 

« Very generous indeed, fir ; thank 
heaven I have no extravagant ſons ; ſo, I 
ſuppoſe, as you had no money left you meant 
to have borrowed of your compamons, or to 
have run away without paying ; however, 


it ſhall not be ſaid my friend's ſon was worſe 
. than his word to any man, and if I am in 
want, I know where to borrow ; there are 
| flixty Uyres, that is paying as Mr. de Melac 
: ought! todo; ſo call the porter to put your 
| baggage into the carriage, and let's be 
| gone,” 


| Bazile did as he was end the ſur⸗ 


. geon followed him into the conrt. Juſt as 
he was ſtepping into the carriage, Berenger 
| caught hold of him, and took him on one 


WW ; tie; 
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1 what would you have me do ſaid 
Bazile ? you heard what Vanval ſaid.” 

« Leave your watch,” ſaid Berenger, *or 


we ſhall not be able to get home,“ 
Jou muſt pawn your own,” faid Bazile.” 


1 ſurgeon, gueſſing the purport of Be- 
renger's diſcourſe, called out he would not 
Wait. Bazile, therefore, diſengaging himſelf 
from his friends, aſcended the vehicle, and 
was followed by the ſurgeon ; his compa- 
nions very much diſappointed, now ex- 
claimed he did not behave to them as a gen- 
tleman ought to his friends. 


« Parbleu you are very right,“ ſaid the 
ſurgeon; had he treated you as you both 
deſerve, he would have left you long ſince to 
have paid for yourſelves. I am convinced 
you are two mean, low, defigning, pitiful 
tellows—drive on poſtillion ; not one far- 
thin more ſhall you have of him, if I can 
nt it ; and-you may remain at Paris 

ill the day of the reſurrection before | 
would 
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would advance either of you a livre.“ — 
Away they drove, leaving the friends in the 
9 5 conſternation, looking at each other. 
5 0 There,” ſaid the ſurgeon the moment 
they were without the gates of the hotel ; 
J have relieved you this once, and when- 
ever you fall into ſuch company again, I 
hope you will be ten times more puuiſhed.“ 


Bazile was profuſe in thanks and proteſ- 
tations ; then aſked Vanval if he was really 


going. back to Dunkirk ? | 


2 "No; merely to 5 you ſaſe off the ſtones, 


hs as my being with you may prevent the two 

th ſcrubs you pays juſt left from attempting to 

to purſue you.” He next gave him a ſuffi- 

d cient ſum of money for his journey expences 5 
A during his ſtay at Havre, and to bring him 
5 home to Dunkirk. 

hs ib was aſtoniſhed at the ſurgeon's ge- 

1 nerous behaviour, and proteſted he would 
ald . . repay 
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repay him every farthing, with intereſt, in 
Tels than three months. 

Within a mile of the Barriere, Vanval left 
him to purſue his journey ſolus, which he 
did in excellent ſpirits, and determined to be 
more cautious in future, and no longer to 
aſſociate with ſuch needy Paraſites as Beren- 
ger and his brother clerk. | 


Vanral, kighly leaſed. to think he had 
en o well, returned to 855 lodgings, 
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VXNVAI. dreſſed and proceeded to the 
hotel de St. Firmin. Adolphus was at 
home, and very happy to ſee him; laughed 
him out out of ſcruples and fears reſpecting 
his father's greatneſs, and took him to dine 
with him at his hotel. 5 ! 


Tbe intelligence he was the bearer of re- 


ſpecting Bazile, was highly ſatisfactory to the 


Miniſter; and Vanval felt himſelf gratified 
to find it was ſtill in his power to be of uſe 
to his o/d friend, and to think he was in the 
confidence of one of the firſt men in the 
kingdom. 3% on og 
OY E 3 _ © Ermance 
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Ermance was now daily expected by fa- 
ther, mother, and lover, for ſuch Adolphus 
felt he was; but unfortunately the indiſpo- 
| fition of Madame de l' Ecluſe had hitherto 
| prevented. them from leaving Bourbourg : 
each day brought the Marchioneſs a letter 


from her ſiſter, in which ſhe regular ly hoped 


to be able to ſet out the next, but a relapſe 
as regularly prevented her from daring to 
leave her ee 


N the day Bazile 1 EG "hs Mar- 


chioneſs, as uſual, heard from the Abbes, 8 
who now aſſured her that, on account of an 
impending ceremony, it would be impoſſible 


for her to leave Bourbourg before the end 


5 | of the enſuing week, 


. Madame de Neufpont loſt all patience 


| upon receipt of this letter, and declared ſhe 
would ſet out in ſearch of her daughter the 


very next day. She was encouraged 1 in this 


reſolution by the Ducheſs, who perceived 
theſe 


Tp 
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theſe repeated diſappointments were very 
ſeverely felt by her beloved Adolphus. 


A young noblemari who happened to 
be preſent when Madame de Neufpont 
received this laſt letter, immediately 
offered to be her chevalier d'honneur upon 


the occaſion, and ſhe declared ſhe would 


take him at his word, as ſhe knew it 
was not in her huſband's power to leave 


Paris juſt then, This gentleman was a near 
relation, and heir to the Neufpont title and 


eſtates, in default of male iſſue, a ſlim, ele- 
gant little figure, and allowed to be one of 
the completeſt petits maitres Paris afforded ; 


very partial to the company of ladies, whom 


he made it his particular ſtudy to pleaſe, 
when he thought them either of rank or for- 


tune ſufficient to entitle them to his notice. 
He had inherited a very large eſtate from his 
father, and moved in the firſt circles ; par- 
ticularly gloried in a title he had very little 
pretenſions to, that of une hommes a bonnes 
f fortune ; gave into every folly faſhion autho- 


E 4 1 riſed 
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riſed; and had ſometimes the ſuperlative 


honour of being called the handſome poliſon, 
by ladies of the firſt diſtinction. Such at 
{even-and-twenty was the Count de Selt- 


court. The Marquis and Marchioneſs de 
Neufpont were more diverted than hurt by 


his follies, and had a much higher opinion of 
him than he really deſerved, as they had 


once intended him for Ermance; but the 
Marchioneſs, though ſhe laughed at his ab- 


turdities, ſoon determined not to unite her 


daughter to a coxcomb of any rank; yet as 
he was an agreeable companion, the readily 

accepted his offer to attend her to Bour- 
| bourg, and her impatience induced her to 
| ſet off, eſcorted by the elegant fop, the ob 


m—__ morning. 


The Duke de St. Piene had not been 


many days in the miniſtry when he was 
| aſked by one of his colleagues in office, the 
Prince de Montfermeil, whether there was 
| wy truth 1 in the On that had got abroad, 
that 


TY 
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that Madame de Moncove meant to take 
the Neil! Pf 


| , Such is her determination then, Prince, 
much to the regret of her family, and thoſe 
who have had the advantage of veg ac- 
quainted with her.“ 

And is there any reaſon ſhort of wy 
nels given for ſo abſurd a determination? 
was not ſhe to have been your Grace's 
daughter-in-law ?” | 

elt was the wilh of the Ducheſs and het 
mother, and my fon was willing to oblige 
them boths. therefore conſented to the ar- 
rangement.' „ | 

«4 How does he bear * ane da * 
« Oh, with true heroic fortitude,” ſaid 


the Duke, laughing; “for he never was in- 


troduced to the ſelf- devoted nun, ſo can't 
poſſibly be enamoured with charms he never 
beheld.“ (i, e er 
0 Very a your R there is not a 


man in France I have ſo high an opinion of 
as of the Duke de Civrac ; he was kind 


E s enough 1 
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enough to take a nephew of mine, the Che- 
valier de Roſanne, under his immediate pro- 
tection, and his excellent example has 
wrought a thorough reform in his manners 
and conduct; and the chevalier, both in his 
letters and converſation, mentions your ſon's 
name with every eulogium due to what J 
call his rare virtues. I proteſt I believe my 
daughter has diſpoſed of her heart in his fa- 
vour, merely from her curious animated de- 


ſcription of this all-accompliſhed youth, for 
ſuch he ſtill is to you and me Duke; but, 


without fancying myſelf partial, I do think 
my Seraphine worthy of ſuch a man; ſhe 
has received a moſt excellent moral educa- 


tion under the eyes of her mother, and is 


what the world in general calls a very hand- 
ſome accompliſhed girl. What fay you, 
Duke? there is not a family in the world I 
wiſh ſo much to be related to. I know you 
wont endeavour to bias your ſon's choice in 
ſo important an affair ; but if he is at liberty, 
and can meet my propoſals, tell him he ſhall 


| tee Seraphine, and judge for himſelf; her for- 


tune 


* 
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tune will be very large, and I will do every 
thing be can wiſh.” | 


The Duke de St. Pienc hardly knew how 
to put a damp upon the Prince's hopes, 
whoſe honeſt frankneſs added weight to 
every word he uttered. He thanked him 
for the honour he did both him and his ſon 
in thus ſeeking their alliance; but with 


equal ſincerity, mentioned his prelent proſ- 


pect and engagements, 


ie 3 he has diſpoſed of bis beart, FA ſaid 


the Prince, ſmiling, © there is no more to be 


faid ; 1 only with my Seraphine had falicn 


in his way inſtead of the lively canoneſs; I 
ſhould long ſince have mentioned my wiſhes | 


to him had I known Mademoiſelle Moncove 


deſigned to take the veil. However, ſince | 
TI muſt reluctantly relinquiſh all hopes of 


being related to you, my friend, why I really 


think I ſhall beſtow my Seraphine upon my 


reformed nephew; therefore, at all events, 
0 your 
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» 


fon will be in a great meaſure acceſſary to 
her happineſs.” 


- The Duke aſſured him Adolphus 8 
ſpoke in very high terms of the chevalier, 
who was the very cadet that had accompanied 
him to the Ducaſſc, where ke firſt met his 
father. And in the evening his Grace re- 
peated almoſt verbatim to his ſon what had 
paſſed between him and the Prince; add- 


ing, it would have been very indelicate, 


you know, my dear Adolphus, to have held 


out a hope to his Highneſs, that if any un- 


expected event broke off your match with 


Ermance, you would turn your thoughts 


upon his daughter, by way of a pris allen. 


| Yet I have every reaſon to believe, he will 
not diſpoſe of Seraphine till your deſliny is 


irrev -ocably hd.” 

Adolphus faid, © in that caſe, the Prince 
woeld pay him a much higher compliment 
than he deſerved; he ſhould however, take 
an early opportunity of thanking him for the 
| honour he did him; but were any thing to 


4 Ah intervene 
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intervene, either to poſipone or break off 


| his marriage with Ermance, he ſhould not 


feel himſelf inclined to entertained any other 
engagements, at leaſt for a time, The truth 
was, as he foreſaw no obſtacles himſelf, he 
did not like his father's ſuggeſtions of the 
bare probability of ſuch an event. 


Five days after Madame de Neufpont and 
the Count had left Paris, Erneſtine, Cle- 
mence, and Madames de Franval and des 
Ormes arrived at l' hotel de St. Firmin, whi- 


ther they drove in obedience to the orders 
received. They had not brought any ſer- 


aants with them; a poſtillion rode courier 
from poſt to poſt, and they were, as may be 


ſuppoſed, very anxious to learn the reaſon 
of their ſudden, nay almoſt ſecret, removal 
from Dunkirk. . 5 


The Duke, having had notice of the day 


on which they expected to reach Paris, was 
| waiting their arrival at his ſon's, as plain as 
Mr. de Melac; and after the firſt welcome 


was 
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| was over, and they had taken {ome refreſh- 


ment, willing to relieve them from their pre- 
ſent ſtate of ſuſpence, he briefly recapitulated 
the paſt and late events of his life ; then ex- 
. patiated on the happineſs that awaited them 
under the protection of the amiable Ducheſs 
de St. Piene, whoſe numerous virtues and 
exemplary conduct, he deſcanted upon in 
the warmeſt manner; then deliberately 
| hinted, that proper means had been already 
taken to legitimate * their claim to his fa- 
mily name; and that they would hencefor- 


ward be conſidered by the Ducheſs, and the 
world in general, as the Mademoiſelles de St. 


Piene, and her e 


| The amiable girls had been very much 
affected during their father's recital ; and 
his kind hints removed every painful ſenſa- 
tion this unexpected diſcovery might have 


2 given them; and e them "ry fin- 


- 3 ly in Tons natural laden might, upon paying | 


= ſum of money to enn, be legitimate. 


cerely 


RR 
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cerely to participate in their beloved parents 
joy. 


| The Ducheſs and Adolphus, who thought 
they had allowed the Duke ſufficient time to 
prepare his daughters to receive them, 
knocked at the door, and upon being ad- 
mitted by the Duke, without waiting for the 
formality of an introduction, the Ducheſs 
took Erneſtine and Clemence by turns to 
her arms; and expreſſed her even maternal 
regard for them in ſo kind yet unaffected a 
manner, they felt as if they had alſo been re- 
flored to the kindeſt of mothers. Adolphus 
followed the Ducheſs's example, and wel- 
comed his ſiſters to Paris in the moſt affec- 
tionate terms ; aſſured them them he had 
long felt thoſe ſentiments in their favour, his 
conſanguinity would now make him proud 
of diſplaying. Madame de Franval and the 
good Madame des Ormes were not forgot 
amidſt the general joy, and both ſincerely 
participated in the affecting ſcene. 


Erneſtine 
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Erneſtine, being rather beneseh -fecol- 


lected ſhe had ſome letters for her e 


among the reſt one Foy: Bazile. 


«, long to ſee what he weiter faid the 

Duke, ſelecting his epiſtle from among ſeve- 
ral others, but before he broke the ſeal, he 
gave his daughters a ſhort account of his ex- 


pedition to Paris, and what had been the 
reſult of this excellent frolic. They laughed 


exceſſively at their father's deſcription of his 

travelling equipage when he firſt overtooæk 
him; and at his departure; declaring they 

bad met Berenger and, they preſumed, the 


ether friend in a fiſh: cart, between Breteuil 
and Amen, 


66 This he. es be at + the dn 
2 all have been wrote, the Duke obſerved, 
0 EO that gere * left Havre. 


He 1855 read it 5 for the a of the. 


company. He began by expreſſing his ſor- 
row at not having yet heard from his father, 


in 


AND ERMANCE, 89 
n anſwer, to two letters he had diſpatched; 
and which, he now began to think, had miſ- 
carried ; therefore entered into a few details 
concerning his Do &c. &c. 


9 With ſo weak a head, and fo little judg- 
ment, Bazile,” ſaid the Duke, {miling, * you 
ought not to play the Machiavel.”” 


The Ducheſs undertook his defence; and 
his ſiſters thought Berenger had of late drawn 
him into many follies ; but hoped, when he 
learned the extraordinary changes that had 
taken place in their father's proſpects, he 

would at leaſt keep out of low company. 


The Duke, unwilling to interrupt the fe- 
heity of the preſent moment, affected to ace 
quieſce in their expectations. It was agreed 
Madame de Franval ſhou'd continue to ſu- 
perintend the young lady's improvements; 
and next day Madame des Ormes was put in 

poſſeſſion of her new habitation, with a hand- 
: tome r income to enable her to do the 
honours 
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honours of it as became the grandmother of 
the Mademoiſelle de St. Piene. 


Vanval was apprized of the young ladies 
arrival, and haſtened to pay them his com- 
pliments. Having finiſhed all his buſineſs in 
Paris, he ſet out upon his return home the 
next day, amply compenſated for all the 
trouble he had taken in Bazile's affairs; and 
having received proper inſtructious how to 


act when the youth arrived at Dunkirk, Mr, 
: Annelly was to aſſiſt him in the plan he 
| Duke had laid to puniſh the young gentle- 


man, and was to give his Grace nen no- 
tice of his arrival. $ K „ Hy: 


0 oo e ; 4 
| . | | 
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Or the tenth day from. that of her depat - 
ture, Madame de Neuſpont returned to Pa- 
ris with her daughter and the Connt, and 
hardly allowed herſelf time. to. preſent. Er- 
mance to the Marquis, before ſhe wrote a 
note to the Ducheſs, to entreat ſhe would, 
ſans ceremonie, bring her huſband, ſon, and 
daughters to ſup with them that evening, 

forms the Marchioneſs never paid any atten- 
tion to; the monotonous rules preſcribed by 
etiquette, ſhe thought it ſufficiently tire- 
ſome to be its ſlave while at Verſailles, there- 
| fore always laid it aſide at Paris, | 


Her | 


— 


0 


* | PALMIRA 


Her note was delivered to the Ducheſs 
during dinner, at which Adolphus was pre- 
.ſent ; indeed he ſpent moſt of his time, at 
his father's hotel. She read it alone, and 
his animated countenance and ſparkling eyes 
induced Clemence, who was now upon the 
moſt intimate footing with her brother, to 


aſk him whether he had not better carry the 
anſwer 1 in Perſon. 


ba I: mean to convince you, my We Cle- 
mence, ſaid Adolphus, « my diſcretion at 
leaſt equa's yours. The Marchioneſs and 
her daughter may wiſh to dedicate a few 
hours to repoſe after their journey, before 
they receive viſitors; and I am not vain 


enough even to wiſh any exceptions may 


be made in my favour oP. ſuch. an oc- 
caſion.“ 


3 Nay, ſince you are ſuch a ſtoic, brother, 


-F begin to think I am more impatient to ſee 


the lovely Ermance, than you are. No, no; ; 
I ec countenance convinces me 


of * error.“ 


55 Erneſtine 
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Erneſtine joined in her ſiſter s raillery,. and 
i the Ducheſs knew how impatient her ſon 
was to be introduced in form to Ermance, 
and tow angry Madame de Neufpont would 
be if ſhe thought a ceremonious regard to 
the proper viſit ing hour, detained her one 
moment ; ſhe ſoon gave orders for the car- 
riage, and ſet out with all her family for the 
hotel de Neufpont. 


The various opinions the Duke and his 
daughters had formed of Ermance at Ypres, 


FURY them for, converſation during their 
| drive. 5 | 
Adolphus felt 105 heart beat bigh ; as the 
moment of introduction approached, and 
very readily, at the Duke's deſire, preceded, 
the whole party up ſtairs, at the head of 
which he was met by Madame de N eufpont, | 
who ſeemed in as high ſpirits as himſelt ; ſhe 
caught his hand, callinz out, in an accent of 5 
furptiſe, „What, alone!“ but inſtantly had 
a * of the Duke and Duchels, Erneſ- 


tine 
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tine and Clemence, who Adolphus TY had 
ſent him forward to announce theix arrival. 


d 


: i « «Then hoe you ſhall wait to . 5 


* faid the Marchioneſs, Iwill puniſh. 


| 80 for your impoliteneſs, young gentleman 
- welcoming the Duke and Ducheſs, and 
addreſſing ſome very flattering ſpeeches to 
the young ladies. At her requeſt they 
walked into the ſaloon, and ſhe followed, 
lea ing Adolphus. Ermance was ſtanding 


at upper end of the room to receive her deſ- 


tined huſband, The Marquis advanced to 
meet the Duke and Ducheſs and the Count 
de Selicourt, who had choſe to be preſent at 
the introduction, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
hints he had received from Madame de 


Neufpont, to withdraw towards one of the 
windows; ſtill curioſity induced him to keep 


his eyes fixed upon Ermance, whoſe colour 
varied ſeveral times, and whoſe embarraſſ- 
ment was very viſible : but, in return to a 


moſt elegant, nay expreſſive bow Adolphus 


made her, for every tender ſentiment he bad 


_ 
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reprefled at 'Ypres was now viſible in his 


couritenatice, ſhe, without deigning to raiſe 
her eyes, made him a ſort of diſtant curſey; 
and could ſhe have done it with any degree 
of propriety, would inſtantly have reſumed 
her ſeat ; nor did ſhe make the lighteſt an- 
ſwer to his polite welcome, except a more 
diſtant curtſey, rather implying, as well as 


her countenance, a ſort of contempt for the 


ſpeaker. Aſtoniſhment ſeemed for a while 
to ſuſpend the faculties of the petrified Adol 
phus, and he remained motionleſs, with his 


eyes fixed upon Ermance ;—the young lady, 
as if offended at bis involuntary rudeneſs, 


haſtily withdrew from his Piercing gaze by 
walking towards another chair. 


Adolphus, utterly at a loſs to account for 
ſuch ſtrange behaviour, looked at the | 
Marchioneſs for an explanation; who, with 
a forced ſmile and a ſhrug of the ſhoulders, 


affected to attribute it, as ſtrongly as ſhe 
could convey her meaning without {peaking, 
9 female Caprice 3 and uy the felt ſhe 


wt 
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could with pleafure have boxed her daugh- 
ter's ears, ſtill ſhe could only ſuppoſe ſhe 
was afraid of appearing too forward. The 
Duke and [Ducheſs looked at each other, 
when they could take their eyes off their be- 
loved Adolphus ; and Clemence's gaiety all 
forſook her, the moment ſhe perceived her 
favourite brother diſconcerted. Upon look- 


ing round him, Adolphus remarked upon the 


countenance of his father, mother, and ſiſ- 


ters an expreſſion of commiſeration he was 
ſeverely hurt to think he had excited; the 


blqod, which had all forſook his cheeks, re- 


turned with redoubled violence, and with a 


precipitancy he vainly hoped: would appear 


the effect of unconcern, he turned towards 


| the Marquis, with whom he began to dif- 


courſe upon indifferent ſubjects; while Ma- 
dame de Neufpont introduced the Duke, 


5 eee _ n. de St. Piene to 
Emance. 


-Dociog ein Adolphus rather 


recevered himſelf; but what mortified him 


2 | 1 | more 


e * 
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more than any thing, was the looks of the 
Count de Selicourt, who, though he evi- 
dently tried to conceal his fatisfa&ion, 
ſeemed inwardly to enjoy Adelphus's mor- 
tification. The Marchioneſs exerted all her 
gaiety to remove the general embarraſſment, 
but her ſpirits were too much forced to have 
the deſired effect. She placed Adolphus, 
however, next her daughter, and in a ſhort 
time the reſt of the company got ſeated, and 
the converfation become general; till Adol- 
phus, unwilling to diſcover how ſeriouſly he 
was piqued, addreſſed a few queſtions to Er- 


a mance- reſpecting Madame de l' Ecluſe's 

r hlealth, her journey, &c.; to all which he 
18 received the moſt frigid and laconic anſwers. 

(- He could no longer attribute her behaviours. | 
bs to caprice, as every look, action, and word 
e, expreſſed, in his opinion, an abſolute aver - 


to ſion. How ſtrangely I muſt have deceived 
| myſelf, (thought he) what abominable vanity 
I have diſplayed ! Ermance liked me when 
er I appeared in the character of her brothers, 
m in law, and deteſts me now I have aſſumed 
vol. 1 3 that 
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that of her lover! ſhe has certainly ſeen ſome 
more fortunate man, and looks upon me, 
perhaps, as her greateſt enemy.” Pride, 
that uſeful aſſiſtant upon many occaſions, 
made him fancy he now pitied her more 
than he had ever loved her; at all events, 
he longed for an opportunity to ſet her 
mind at eaſe reſpecting his future inten- 
tions. | 


| Madame de Neufpont tried to divert the 
attention of the reſt of the company, in hopes 

the embarraſſment of the ſuppoſed lovers 

would wear off the ſooner for not being no- 

ticed. She therefore addreſſed Clemence, 
whom ſhe had often heard Adolphus meu- 
tion with true brotherly affection, as being 
the counterpart of his beloved Ermance, 
' hoped her daughter and ſhe would ſoon be 
great friends ; 3 but Ermance was rather out 
col ſpirits, owing. to her having ſo lately left 
ſome very near and dear friends, and to the 
fatigue of her Journey. 


Clemence 
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Clemence was too much hurt by the be- 
haviour of Ermance to pay much regard to 
Madame de Neufpont's excuſes for her gra- 
vity and reſerve, as they ſeemed very incom- 
patible with the ſentiments ſhe was ſuppoſed 
to have in favour of the Duke de Civrac; 
ſhe therefore made a ſlight complimentary 
reply in anſwer to the wiſhes the Marchione% 8 
expreſſed, but in fact did not feel at all in- 
clined to cultivate the acquaintance of la 
| capricious a young dy 


Afort of univerſal filence, the reſult of the 
general aſtoniſhment, now prevailed. The 
Ducheſs, who lat contemplating her ſon, no 
n- longer able to bear her preſent ſtate of ſuſ- 
g pence, made the Marchioneſs a ſign ſhe un- 
-c, derſtood, and they withdrew together. 


ut The moment they were alone, For 
eft MW heaven's fake, my dear friend,” ſaid the 
he [MW Ducheſs, * what does all this mean? and 
| my did you ſend for my ton ?”? 1 


if « Not 
nce 
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Not to afford Ermance an opportunity 
of diſplaying theſe capricious airs, believe 


me, my dear Minette; no one could ſeem by 
more rejoiced than ſhe appeared to be, when wi 
I firſt mentioned the alteration that had taken an 
place in her matrimonial proſpects ; and as dre 
far as I am a judge of the human heart, ſhe for 
appeared to be very much in love with your ey 
ſon; but I muſt acknowledge ſhe has been an 
remarkable penſive and reſerved for theſe laſt ren 
three days, which I, in a great meaſure, at- ap 
tributed to her regard for Palmira, whoſe de- he 
termination to take the veil ſhe often de- ger 
plored. However, I will ſoon fathom this tic 
ſeeming myſtery ; ſhe ſhall not play the fool MW ſee 
with impunity; ſuch ridiculous reſerve, after par 
the acknowledgments ſhe made in your ſon's litt 
favour, is too abſurd to be borne. I will call hav 
her out as ſoon as we return, and queſtion tio 
her very ſeriouſly upon the ſubject.“ The ane 
Ducheſs approved of the motion; and after Du 

_ a little more converſation, ny returned to | 

the faloon. h 1208 
; | | +5: ap] 


During MW art 


ring 
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During their abſence, Adolphus, rouſed 
by his own reflections, became ſenſible of 


what he owed bimſfelt ; and as this was not 


a very propitious moment to remove the 
dread Ermance ſeemed to entertain of being 
forced into his arms ; he determined, at all 


events, to convince her he could treat her with 
an equal, if not a ſuperior, degree of indiffe- 
rence. He therefore aroſe from his ſeat, and 


approached the Count de Selicourt, to whom 


he had merely paid his compliments in a 


general way when he entered. He had par- 
ticularly obſerved how much the elegant fop 


ſeemed to enjoy his mortification; ; he was 


particularly anxious to convince him how 
little he was, or had been hurt, by the be- 
haviour of Ermance; he therefore queſ- 


tion the Count about Flanders and Artois ; 3 
and aſked him if he had taken a trip to 


Dunkuk during his ſtay at cg: 3 


9 . W affected nonclialance EY 


apparent frankneſs, few men concealed more 
art t and duplicity than the Count de Seli- 


EY: | courts 7 
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court, nor Ruddied more ſucceſsfully the 
foibles of their relations and friends; he was, 
in many reſpects, an abſolute Proteus. Tho- 
roughly acquainted with the character of the 


Duke de Civrac, who was ſuperior to either 


art or diſſimulation, he knew he muſt at leaſt 
affect to deal openly with him, if he did not 


with to make him his enemy; therefore, 


with a look conveying far more meaning 
than his words, he ſaid, in return to the 
' Duke's laſt queſtion, © Madame de Neuf- 
pont's ſtay was too uncertain to permit me 
to leave Bourbourg, your Grace; but dur- 
ing my rambles in its environs, I met the 


Chevalier de Roſanne, who entruſted me 
with a meſſage to your Grace, meant for your 


private ear, or I ſhould not have deferred 
| one moment executing his commiſſion.“ c 


Exceſſively happy, the (in his opinion) 


filly fop thus gave him a pretence for leav- 
"ing the room; and might, by the ſame 
means affard him an excuſe for leaving the 
hotel de Neufpont. Adolphus ſaid, with 


1 4b 
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the Marquis s permiſſion they would ſtep 
for a few minutes into the next room ;—of 
courſe no objection was made to the young 


Duke's propoſal; the Count and he left the 


room by one door, as the Ducheſs and Ma- 
dame de Neufpont returned by the other. 
As the Duke ſuſpected the Count had re- 
queſted this audience merely to relate ſome 
amour he had been engaged in during his 
ſtay in Flanders, he did not expreſs a curio- 
ſity he was far from feeling, but ſuffered him 


to begin the converſation without paving 


the way for his ſtory by one ſingle queſtion. 


The Count knew he had to deal with a 


man, though ſo much younger than himſelf, 
renowned for his judgment and penetration; 


to deceive the Duke into a belief that he 


was acting with the utmoſt candour and 


| franknefs, required all his art; with 1 
E Walton he therefore thus Deen. 


55 
of Upon my ward, your Grace, 1 have only 
the 15 of motives to plead in excuſe for 


wy bee £ | thus 
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thus intruding upon your time; 3 1 did not 
| ſee the Chevalier de Roſanne.” The Duke 
grew more attentive, and fixed his expreſ- 


five eyes upon the Count, who repeated his 


words; adding, I merely made uſe of his 


name to obtain a private audience of your 
Grace; as the ſtrange behaviour of Madame 


de Moncove makes it neceſſary I ſhould ex- 
culpate myſelf in your Grace's eyes; for 


having, very innocently, been in ſome mea- 


. fure the occaſion of her preſent reſerve.” 


This preamble ſtrongly excited the curio- 
ſity of Adolphus, who, finding the Count 
pauſed, as if to allow him time to digeſt 
what he had already ſaid, and in à tone of 
impatience exclaimed, «© Upon my word I 
am at a loſs to gueſs your meaning, Count? 
pray explain yourſelf,” _ 
. « Your Grace, I hope, attributes my heſi- 
tation to the real cauſe ; for I am particu- 
AInrly diſtreſſed when I reflect my communi- 
cations muſt neceſſarily damp thoſe hopes, 
I underſtood from Madame de Neufpont 


you 
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you had formed, of having made yourſelf an 
intereſt in the heart of her youhgeſt daugh- 


ter; though indeed I hardly believed the 
filly girl was in earneſt at Bourbourg, for 1 
never was more puzzled in my life; what 
ſhe can ſee with me I can't conceive, glanc- 
ing his eyes towards a pier glaſs while he was 
peaking. 


4 ] preſume you mean to inform "a 5 
Count, that Madame de Moncove thinks 


you more likely to contribute to her happi- 


neſs in the conjugal ſtate than myſelf. Pray 
ſpare yourſelf thoſe circumlocutions“ 


„The determination of Mademoiſelle 


de Moncove to take the veil induced Ma- 
dame de Neufpont to wiſh to become related 
to my mother through the means of her 


youngeſt daughter, the abſolute enemy of 
diſguiſe and affectation; I hſtened to thè 

propoſal with pleaſure, becauſe the young 
lady had made a very favourable impreſſion 


upon my mind, and vanity, I preſume; for! 


don't know to what other cauſe to attribute 


| my miſtake, led me to imagine I was not 


7 5 aabſo- 
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abſolutely indifferent to the young canoneſs; 


her behaviour has convinced me of my miſ- 
take, and before J left the ſaloon J had de- 


termined to relinquiſh the pleaſure I ſhould 


have felt in becoming related to Mon. and 


Madame de Neufpont.“ 


« Neither Madame de Moncove nor you, 


Count, are at all accountable to me for your 
mutual ſentiments, or her behaviour.” 
« There I differ from your Grace. Be- 


fides, believe me our ſentiments are not reci- 
procal; but I believe the demon of caprice 
has ſeized both the Marquis de Neufpont's 
daughters; I think they had better be nuns 


at once. But it ſeems Ermance is abſolutely 


miſerable at the thoughts of being united to 


your Grace, merely becauſe, the meaſure 


meets the approbation of her father and mo- 
ther, in my opinion; yet ſays ſhe has not 
courage enough to make the acknowledg- 
ment to the Marchioneſs, ſo I preſume has 
determined to induce your Grace to leave 
her full leiſure to repent her folly: and by 
way of intereſting me in her behalf, I ſuppoſe, 

„ 5 e 
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ſhe choſe, during my ſtay at Bourbourg, to 
make me ſuch pointed advances I could not 
help noticing ; and, notwithſtanding my un- 


1 feigned indifference, ſhe has not merely given 


me to underſtand by oblique hints, but 
fairly told me ſhe prefers me to your Grace 
woman like, actuated by the mere ſpirit of 
contradiction ; for if ſhe draws compariſon 
between us, I think they can't terminate very 
much in my favour. And as I poſitively 
am in no ſort of hurry to part with my liber- 
ty, nor at all inclined to avail myſelf of her 
condeſcenſion, I think ſhe mult either make 
a third choice, or follow her ſiſter's example. 
However, I ſhould have thought myſelf 
highly culpable, the moment I found ſhe 
was determined to perſevere in the fooliſh 
plan ſhe has adopted, in not mentioning 
what had paſſed between us to your Grace; 


and moſt probably my recital has induced 


you to deſpiſe her as thoroughly as I do.“ 


The Duke had liſtened to the Count with 
ſome ſurpriſe, and ſtill more emotion, which 
EE op 6- - be 
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he had vainly endeavoured toconceal from the 
obſervation of the artful Selicourt, and ſoon 
began ſeriouſly to think this faſhionable rake 
had turned the head of Ermance; he there- 
fore inftantly determined to baniſh her ſe- 


ducting image for ever from his heart, and to 


feign from that moment an indifference to- 


wards her he was far from feeling : but 


wounded vanity often makes the human 
mind capable of the greateſt exertions ; he 
therefore, with an air of unconcern that ſtag- 
gered the aſtoniſhed Selicourt, thanked him 
for this candid explanation of Ermance's 
behaviour; adding, with a ſmile, I truſt 
you won't long remain inexorable, Count; 
independent of Madame de Moncove's 


beauty and accompliſhments, ſuch a match 


can't fail of being every way advantageous ; 


and as you muſt marry ſooner or later, why 


not beſtow your name upon a lady who has 
given you ſuch proofs of her diſcernment.” 


Selicourt felt the irony, but did not ven- 


ture to retort, more than * as I have not yet 


come 


* 
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come to any abſolute determination,” your 
Grace, and rather wiſh to avoid the nooſe 
than run my neck into it, I ſhall ſtill feign, 
as far as lays in my power, ignorance of the 
filly girl's ſentiments : ſhould the Marquis 
or Marchioneſs appeal to my feelings upon 
the occaſion, why I muſt ſubmit to wear 
ſhackles with the beſt. grace I can aſſume, 
But as I am by no means deſirous of accele- 
rating ſo little defirable an event, may I en- 
treat your Grace would not take any notice 
to either Monſ. or Madame de Neutpont of 
my communications, and place them to the 
wiſh I have ever felt to ſerve your Grace.“ 

« You haue done me an effential ſervice, 
fir,” ſaid Adolphus, < by relieving me at once 
from a moſt diſagreeable ſtate of ſuſpenſe, 
and ſparing me a thouſand uſeleſs conjectures; 
and I have no doubt but you were actuated 
by the pureſt motives, therefore, an Tue 

leave, we will return to the company. 


CHAP, 
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ERMANCE and her mother had left the 
room during their abſence, the Duke and 
Marquis were talking i in a low voice at a diſ- 
tance from the ladies, and Erneſtine and 


Clemence were expreſſing their ſurpriſe at 
Madame de Moncove's behaviour to the 


| Ducheſs. 


The return of Adolphus and the Count 
made the converſation once more rather ge- 


neral. The Duke tried to read his ſon's 
ſentiments in his intelligent countenance, 
and was happy to obſerve he ſeemed to feel 
what was due to himſelf upon ſo trying an 
occaſion. The Marquis had neither been 


able 
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able to account for, nor give any ſolution to 


his daughter's ſtrange behaviour: that ſhe 


was averſe to the intended match, had ſtruck 
him as forcibly as it had the Duke, he was 
therefore equally aſtoniſhed her mother had 
not made the ſame diſcovery, and had thus 
permitted ber to diſplay her caprice before 
her beſt friends, and almoſt at the expence of 
their ſon's pain, hardly knew what to ſay; 


the Duke, with a gaiety very foreign to his 


feelings, aſked Adolphus if the Chevalier de 
Roſanne ſtood in no further need of his kind 
uncle's indulgence? 

« No indeed, my dear fir; I truſt every 
prognoſtic I made in his favour 1 1s now fully 


verified. mY 


The Count was beginning to make ſome _ 
remarks upon the Chevalier, when a ſum- 
mons came from Madame de Neufpont to 


intreat the Ducheſs and Adolphus would fa- 


vour her with their company in the drefſing- 


room. 


The - 
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The Duke and Marquis looked ſurpriſed, 
but ſaid nothing; and the ſiſters communi- 
cated their aſtoniſhment to each other in a 
whiſper, while the Count de Selicourt, to 
conceal his triumph, which was not free from 
ſome very diſagreeable reflections, undertook 
to arrange the fire ;—eager to fathom this, 


to her, inexplicable myſtery, the Ducheſs 


took her ſon's arm and left the room. 


Tiley found Madame de Neufpont 


drowned in tears. The Count's communt- 
cations had in ſome meaſure prepared Adol- 
phus for this ſight, knowing how much the 
Marchioneſs's heart was ſet upon being re- 


lated to his mother. His mother and him 


had each taken ahand of their afflicted friend, 
while Madame de St. Piene anxiouſly in- 
treated to know what had thus diſturbed her. 


The Marchioneſs threw her arms round the 
Ducheſs's neck, and in a ſtifled accent ex- 


claimed, . My heart is almoſt broken Ul 


T God torbid !”? ſaid the Duchels, preſſing 


her to her boſom; © at all events, let the 
friend, in whoſe e paſt alflictions you ſo ſin- 


cerely 


. Pa Kc ” ” 
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cerely participated, endeavour, i in her turn, 
to alleviate your misfortunes; what has thus 
affected you? I won't try to gueſs, becauſe 
T am certain you don't wiſh to keep either 
my fon or me in ſuſpenſe.” - 

« Far from it, my beſt Minette.“ The 


Marchioneſs, unable to proceed till a ſecond 
flood of tears relieved her oppreſſed heart, 
thus continued: “ I don't poſſeſs your for- 


titude; mine has been put to too 1 a 
trial after the hopes I had entertained ; 

have every \ wiſh of my heart fruſtrated at th 
moment I was anticipating their I, 


is more than I can bear.” 


« I perfectly underſtand you, my dear 


 Marchioneſs,” ſaid Adolphus ; therefore don't 


heſitate to confirm the ſuſpicions Madame 
de Moncove's behaviour has already led me 


to form: I was totally miſtaken in my for- 


mer conjectures; the blame ought to fall 


upon me for having led you into an error; 


though I may plead in extenuation that I 


was equally deceived myſelf,” 


© Generous 
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« Generous, amiable Adolphus, is it thus 
you think to confole me | but had any body, 
except Ermance herſelf, accounted as ſhe has 
done for her behaviour towards you, I ſhould 
not have thought them entitled to any de- 
gree of credit; for, upon my queſtioning her, 
ſhe told me death, in any ſhape, would be 
preferable to an union with the Duke de 
Civrac, and with a boldneſs unexampled at 
her age; on my enquiring into her reaſons, 
deteſting, as you well know Minette, all ro- 


mantic and unnatural expreſſions, (which are 


convincing proofs, in my opinion, that ſome- 
thing is wrong either in the head or the 
heart), ſhe acknowledged a violent pathon for 
the Count de Selicourt ; and declared ſhe 
was bent upon following her ſiſter's example, 


it ſhe was not allowed to marry the man of 


her choice.” 


Madame de St. -Piene ſtood motionleſs 
with aſtoniſhment ; but Adolphus, with the 


_ © utmoſt compoſure, endeavoured to ſoothe 
her. Now, what has your favourite Er- 
mance 
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mance done or ſaid, Marchioneſs, to afflict 
you thus? are not you blaming what you 


certainly ought to applaud ?—fituated as ſhe 


was, diſſimulation would have been, in my 
opinion a crime: ſhe inherits all her amiable 
mother's frankneſs, and has too little art to 
conceal her feelings. You muſt allow me 
to plead her cauſe, though a very improper 
perſon to do juſtice to her motives; I am 
no ſtoic, therefore muſt confeſs her reception 
hurt me exceſſively, though it fully prepared 
me for the acknowledgements ſhe has ſo re- 
cently made. I am not the only one by 
many thouſands, whom love has blinded in 
a ſimilar way, and led into a ſimilar error. 
[ deſerve to be laughed at for my preſump- 


tion, ſince Madame de Moncove has be. 


ſtowed her heart upon the Count; I can't 
wonder at the ſtrength of the expreſſions ſhe 
made uſe of to indicate her diflike for me: 


while ſhe ſuppoſes my pretenſions may pre- 
vent him from acknowledging his, ſhe nluſt 


hate me ; but they ceaſed from the moment 


1 diſcovered my vanity had miſled, reſpect- 


ing 
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ing her ſentiments ; therefore ſend for her, 
deareſt madam, and relieve her anxious mind 


from the dreadful apprehenſions of being 


forced into the arms of a man ſhe muſt ab- 
hor, and ſhe will be all and every thing-you 
can wiſh in a daughter. I don't pretend to 
preſcribe with reſpe& to the Count de Seli- 
court, he certainly poſſeſſes many amiable 
qualities; his follies are authoriſed by the 
faſhion: and ſuch a union may, nay, doubt- 
Teſs will, have the happieſt effect upon his 
diſpoſition. Only reflect what miſery you 
might entail upon Ermance were you, by 
oppoſing her wiſhes in a point which fo 
nearly concerns her happineſs, and drive her 


into a cloifter. But excuſe me, my amiable 
friend, for permitting the intereſt I take in 


her future welfare thus to get the better of 
my diſcretion,” © I 


He oſs as he concluded. Madame de 
St. Piene, her eyes glittering with delight, 
| Preſented him her hand in filence, which he 

raiſed to his lips, without ſpeaking, and left 
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the room. While croſſing the ſuite of apart- 


ments which led into the ſaloon, he reflected 
he could enter into no explanations to his 


father before the Count and his ſiſters ; be- 
fides, it would be much better to allow 


Madame de Neufpont, or his mother, to un- 
dertake that taſk. Piqued with the Count, 
and diſſatisfied with having ſuffered himſelf 
to be thus egregiouſly deceived reſpecting 


Ermance's ſentiments, and not feeling in- 


clined to return to the company, he went 


down ſtairs, and, as it was a very fine evening, 


and he had no carriage in waiting, walked 


home, without once reflecting he ought to 


have left a meſſage of ſome ſort for the Mar- 


quis and Marchioneſs, or have told his mo- 
ther of his intentions. He went into his 
dreſſing- room as ſoon as he reached his own 


hotel, and began to revolve in his mind the 
occurrences of the evening: doubt and 
amazement were ſtill his predominant ſenſa- 
tions. Loſt in various reflections, and un- 
able to define his own feelings, he was in- 


9 by the entrance of his father, as 


well 
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as well as the Marquis, who had been ſent for 
by the Ducheſs as ſoon as Adolphus left 
them; and their mutual ſurpriſe, when they 
had learned why they had been ſummoned, 
made them not notice his abſence. 


The Marquis was exceſſively hurt and 
very much diſpleaſed with Ermance for hav- 
ing ſuffered Adolphus to be ſent for merely 
to inſult him; for her behaviour muſt have 

ſtruck the Duke de Civrac in the ſame light 
it did him. “ But where is his Grace?“ he 


continued; © let me at leaſt endeavour to 


exculpate myſelf in his eyes for having, 
though very innocently, put it in the power 
of a daughter of mine to treat him in fo 
ſhameful a manner,” 


; T he Ducheſs affured the Marquis no one 
was to blame; that Ermance's behaviour 
was occaſioned by her inexperience, and, 


upon the whole, very laudible; adding, 


Adolphus was of that way of thinking. 
| 1 ave 
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&« Have not you ſeen him ſince he left us,” 
ſaid ſhe, | 

« He did not return into the faloon,” 
faid the Duke de St. Piene, who, perfectly 
acquainted with the progreſs of his ſon's paſ- 
fion for Ermance, now began to be ſeriouſly 
uneaſy, and left the dreſſing-room with the 
the Marquis in ſearch of him, and ſoon found 
he had left the hotel; therefore taking a po- 
lite leave of the Marquis, who inſiſted on 
keeping his wife and daughters to ſupper, 


he promiſed to fetch them home, and pro- 


ceeded with the utmoſt expedition towards 
the the Rue de Richelieu, preſuming Adol- 
phus had bent his courſe homewards, and 
felt a very great preſſure removed from his 
heart when the farmer's porter confirmed his 
ſuſpicions. He went immediately into his 


dreſſing- room, and his appearance recalled to 


his ſon's recollection his abrupt exit from the 
hotel de Neufpont. The Duke would not 
liſten to any apologies, but taking a chair 
near him, began immediately upon the ſub- 
ject neareſt both their hearts; e his 

6 ſurpriſe 
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beet at the conduct of Ermance, particu- 


. larly her ſtrong declaration in favour of the 
Count de Selicourt. 


CS can 3 ſuppoſe,” ſaid Adolphus, 
6 the Count's indifference towards her 
| piqued her vanity, repeating what had paſſed 
between him and that gentleman. 


« And I attribute his communications to 


vanity much more than to friendſhip, my 
Adolphus, and am perfectly convinced you 

are of my opinion; for I am often tempted, 
notwithſtanding the difference in our age, to 


appeal to your ſuperior judgment. Unfor- 


tunately Palmira has ſet her ſiſter a ſort of 


romantic example, ſhe ſeems determined to 


follow. While ſhe looked upon you as her 


| ſiſter's intended huſband, ſhe fancied ſhe 


loved you; but the moment the firſt with of 
ber heart became that of her father and mo- 
ther, all romance ceaſed, and ſhe did not like 
to follow even the dictates of her own heart 
when they coincided with the wiſhes of her 
parents the moment her marriage with you 


* 
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aſſumed the appearance of a family arrange- 
ment, ſhe ceaſed to deſire it. The retired © * 
life ſhe has ever led inflamed her imagina- 
tion, and ſhe longed to become the heroine 
of a tragic ſtory, therefore can't condeſcend 
to be happy in the common way. If I am 
miſtaken in my preſent conjectures, I ſhall be 
tempted to form a very bad opinion of the 
Count de Selicourt ; and though T acknow- 
ledge I put the utmoſt faith in his indiffe- 
rence, I ſhall be tempted to fancy he has 
taken ſome unfair means to obtain the heart 
of Ermance. To many young men, ſituated 


as you are Adolphus, I ſhould not dare to 
of be thus explicit, but am too well acquainted 
0: with your principles to heſitate about giving 
is you my opinion of the Count, who 1s every 
N way unworthy your notice, and a woman 
0 


who could balance one moment between the 
Count de Selicourt and you; and ſtill more 
unworthy of your love.“ 


No argument was more likely to baniſh 
the faſcinating Ermance from his ſon's mind. 
FUL. Ht. S Adol- 
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Adolphus felt the ſtrength of his father's 


reaſoning, and aſſured him he was very happy 
Ermance had not been able to conceal her 
diſlike for him ; and that he ſhould think it 
abſolutely madneſs to quarrel with the Count, 
who had, at all events, done him a very g cat 
| tervice; becauſe if Ermance, admmitting 
| ſhe ever had loved him, could fo ſoon trans- 
fer her affections to the Count, ſhe muſt be 
utterly incapable of contributing to the hap- 


1 —5 — of any ſenſible man. 


The Duke and he reaſoned a good deal 
more upon the ſubject, till his father, 
thinking his own reflections would be of 
more avail on reconciling his mind to this, 
in every reſpect, ſevere di appointment, with 


| . proper fortitude, took leave of him for the 


night, having made him promiſe to breakfaſt 
with him the next morning, and ſet out for 
the hotel de Neufpont. From the Mar- 
quis's, ſtill exceſſively dilpleaied with bis 
daughter, the Count had taken his leave be- 
fore ſupper; and Monſ. de Neufpont s fa- 
2 1 mi 
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mily believed, like Adolphus, his indifference 


had inflamed the pride of Ermance, and in- 


duced her to try to captivate the elegant 
fop. | | 


The Ducheſs and her daughters were 
happy when they ſaw the Duke, as they were 
by no means ſorry to leave Monſ. and Ma- 


dame de Neufpont to canvaſs their future 
conduct zete-a-tete. 


Ermance remained in her own apartment; 
nor had her mother felt at all inclined to ex- 
tend the olive branch in her favour, not- 
withſtanding the kind arguments Adolphus 
had made uſe of to reconcile her to her 
Both the Marquis and ſhe ar- 
dently wiſhed to enquire how he had bore his 
diſappointment ; but it was too delicate a 


- queſtion to put to a father, jealous as they 


knew the Duke de St. Piene was, of his ſon's 
honour. The Ducheſs, though the moſt 


anxious, repreſſed her curiofity till they were 
When ſhe bade the 
0 M./ar⸗- 


on their way home. 
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Marchioneſs adieu, ſhe, with tears in her 
eyes, entreated to ſee her the next day, and 


the Ducheſs, with more than uſual kindneſs, 
Promiſed to comply with her deſires; whilſt 


the Marquis, in a tone ſufficiently expreſſive 
of his ſerious diſpleaſure towards his daugh- 


ter, ſaid, © I am of opinion, Duke, I can't 


puniſh my wavering daughter more ſeverely 
than by ſuffering her to diſpoſe of her hand 
in favour of the Count, provided he is 


: Ong enough to cloſe with my 
offer.“ 


28 Depend upon it, Marquis, he will think 


himſelf honoured by the alliance ; and my 


| ſon will be very much pleaſed with your de- 
termination; becauſe, if we are to put any 
faith in a lady's declarations in love affairs, 
your conſent will be very conducive to Ma- 


dame de Moncove' s happineſs.” 


The Duke, Ducheſs, Erneſtine, and Cle- 


mence took their leave, and the Duke aſſured 
them e bore his diſappointment like 
| a hero 
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a hero. They then deſcanted very freely 
upon the conduct of Ermance, and agreed it 
was highly exceptionable, and could only 
attribute her behaviour to a wiſh to mortify 
Adolphus; and this defire the Duke 
ſtrongly ſuſpected, and not without great 
reaſon, from the ſuggeſtions of the Count 


FV 
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CHAP: VIL- 


| Tur Count de Selicourt was Madame 
de Neufpont's travelling companion; a 
vague wiſh to ſee Ermance had induced him 
to offer to become her eſcort upon the occa- 
fion, az he underſtood ſhe was to bear the 

name of de Civrac inſtead of Palmira. This 
mere family arrangement would not have 


excited his curioſity to ſee the deſtined bride, 
if Madame de Neufpont had not told him 
where and when ſhe and the Duke had met 


met, and what had been the conſequence of 


kim Ermance muſt be very handſome fince 


he had made ſuch an impreſſion upon the 
. 33 Duke 


U 
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Duke de Civrac, who was almoſt the idol 
of every faſhionable woman. He theretore, 
upon mature reflection, thought it would 
be an exploit worthy of himſelf could he 
rival this (he was forced to acknowledge) all- 
accompliſhed man in the affections of the 

innocent Ermance. He had long very cor- 
dially diſliked his Grace, merely becauſe he 
was univerſally reſpected and eſteemed; and 
he was particularly hurt with the praiſes that 


accompanied his name whenever it was men- 


tioned; to mortify this celebrated hero, 
even in imagination, afforded him the greateſt 
delight. That Ermance ſhould have been 

ſtruck with his fine figure, elegant manners, 
and faſcinating diſcourſe, no ways aſtoniſhed 
him ; for, much againſt his will, he was 


forced to be juſt, and to ad nit, no man was 
half ſo likely to captivate an aitie!s, amiable 


girl, juſt emerged from the ſolitude ol a con- 
vent; ſuch a character muſt render execrable 


the moſt romantic paſſion in his favour ; he 


therefore built his ſtrongeſt foundation upon 


the Duke” s honour, which he knew had pre- 


* 
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vented him from making love to one ſiſter 
while he was under engagements to the 
other. Ermance, by her ſiſter's ſtrange de- 
termination, was become one of the firſt 
heireſſes in France; ſhe was, therefore, a 
prize he fully reſolved not to let flip through 
his fingers; ſuch an attempt was truly 
AE of his tranſcendant talents. 


When Madame de Neufpont and himſelf 


reached Bourbourg, they found the Abbeſs 


really very ill; and the Marchioneſs in- 
ſtantly determined, notwithſtanding her im- 
patience to return to Paris, not to leave her 
ſiſter while ſne thought her in any danger, 
and imparted her reſolution to the Count, 

who aſſured her he was perfectly at her ler. 
vice. 


it is certainly in many reſpects a very juſt 


bbſervation, that there is not a more dange- 


rous companion for a young inexperienced 
girl, than a man 1 WhO has deſigns upon her 
fortune 
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fortune without caring for her perſon ; ſelf- 
_ gratification being his only aim, he is able 


to dive into every ſecret receſs of her heart, 
and to diſcover every weakneſs of her diſpo- 
ſition ; and his own indifference enables him 


to form his plans infinitely better than the 


moſt ardent lover ; her predominant paſſion 
ſeems transfuſed into his mind; he accom- 
modates himſelf to her moſt unreaſonable 
caprices, undermines every tie of duty, if it 
claſhes with his ſeparate intereſts, and con- 
ceals his deep and dark deſigns under the 


veil of /ove, a word ſo faſcinating in the voca- 


bulary of youth. 


Selicourt was an old rake, though not an 


old man; and entertained the moſt con- 


temptible idea of the ſex in general. His 
appearance, when he choſe to lay aſide the 
affected airs of a petit maitre, was very much. 


in his favour; elegant in his perſon and 


dreſs. He ſpared no pains to appear to ad- 
vantage on the day he reached Bourbourg; 
and when introduced to the lovely undeſign- 
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ing Ermance, tried by every expreſſion likely 


to flatter her vanity, to convince her he was 
abſolutely dazzled by the blaze of beanty 
breaking forth on his aſtoniſted ſenſes. Ma- 
dame de Neufpont gave him full opportu- 
nity to exert his eloquence, as ſhe left her 


daughter to entertain him, while ſhe paid 
her ſiſter a viſit. 


The Count dared not venture too far at 


firſt; far fetched compliments merely ex- 
cited the mirth of Ermance, who was in 


unuſual ſpirits, and not yet acquainted with 


her projected marriage; ſhe knew her mo- 


ther was come in ſearch of her, and longed 
more ardently than ever to quit her retire- 


ment. The Count changed his plan of at- 
| tack, and with a gaiety ſimilar to her own, 
turned the diſcourſe upon convents and 


chapter-houſes ; agreed on every thing ſhe | 


faid ; ſeemed delighted with ſeveral little 


traits ſhe recited ; and addreſſed to her wit 
what ſhe would not ww him to pay to her 


brauty. 
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When they retired for the evening, Ma- 
dame de Neufpont entered upon the purport 


of her journey; congratulated Ermance 
upon the conqueſt ſhe had made, and on her 


approaching nuptials, with a kindneſs truly 


mutual. 


Ermance was too artleſs to conceal either 
her joy or ſurpriſe. She had learnt with ex- 
treme wonder, and great ſorrow, her ſiſter's 
ſtrange determination, but felt ſhe could 
hardly regret a ſtep productive of ſuch un- 
expected felicity to herſelf. She ſpent a 


ſleepleſs night, reflecting with delight upon 
her happy proſpects ; and anticipating, with 


the eagerneſs of her age, the firſt meeting 
between her and Adolphus ; wondered he 


had not accompanied her mother in- 


ſtead of the Count ; and foreſaw ſuch an 


alliance would make her the happieſt of 


mortals. 


After breakfaſt ſhe was again left alone 


with the deſigning Count; his eyes were 


, © - frequently 
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frequently fixed upon her animated counte- 
nance, and as inſtantaneouſly withdrawn the 
moment ſhe perceived this ſort of involun- 
tary homage he paid her charms ; frequent 

g ſighs, and affefted abſence of mind, led Er- 
mance to ſuppole ſomething preyed upon the 


mind of her elegant couſin. Madame de 
Neufpont ſaw no more danger in leaving 


Ermance to amuſe the Count, than her ſiſter 
had done when ſhe put her under the Duke 


de Civrac's care at Ypres. 


During this interview, the Count merely 


tried, with all the ſucceſs he could deſtre, to 
excite her curioſity ; vanity he truſted would 


whiſper the ſecret he meant her to under- 


ſtand; and before evening ſhe began to ſuſ- 
pect the Count had formed an unfortunate 


attachment, and that ſhe was the occaſion of 
bis frequent ſighs and reveries ; the idea was 


flattering. Her mind then reverted to 
Ypres, and Adolphus preſented himſelf to 
her imagination, kiſſing his hand to her as 
ſhe Rood at e window ; the reflection 
banithed 


baniſhed the Count from her thoughts. 
Yet, if the Duke de Civrac had been fo 
much {truck with her, why not have diſcloſed 
his paſſion to her? would he have fulfilled 
his engagements to her ſiſter if ſhe had not 
taken the veil ? or did Palmira take that ſtep 
becauſe his Grace had declared his ſentiments 
in her favour. This was a matter ſhe wiſhed 
very much to have cleared up, yet knew not 
whom to queſtion ; but determined, rather 
than fail, to apply to Palmira herſelf. 


During the courle of the following day, 
Selicourt, with an air of the deepeſt dejec- 


tion, very ill adapted to his diſcourſe, began 
to congratulate her upon her approaching 


nuptials ; adding, every one muſt envy the 
fortunate Duke de Civrac, but I am bound 
almoſt to execrate him”—glancing his cyes 
at Ermance with an expreſſion of the moſt 

enraptured love. 
« You amaze me, couſin,” faid the bluſh- 


ing Ermance; I am wal at a loſs to com- 
Pechend your meaung.” 


« Excuſe 
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134 „„ EMIANA -- 
„ Excuſe my vehemence, Belle couſine; 
there are moments when J have not the com- 
mand I ought to-have over my feelings ; the 
energy of my mind communicates itſelf to 
my diſcourſe ; and, unaccuſtomed to diſ- 
guiſe, I have laid myſelf open, I fear, to 
your cenſure. Would to heaven I had never 
come to Bourbourg!“ 
room while he ſpoke, and then throwing 
| himſelf into a chair, as if overcome by re- 


flections which did not allow him to remem- 


ber chat he was alone. 


Ermance, aſtoniſhed at his behaviour, en- 
tration in the gentleſt accents, to know „what 
diſtreſſed him. 


e Your 1 my lovely, my amiable 


couſin,“ ſaid the artful Selicourt, riſing and 
ſeizing her hand, Which he carried with ra- 


pidity to his lips, and as inſtantly let fall; 


then drawing her gently towards a large 
glaſs - ſurvey that beauteous form, deareſt 
Ermance, and then Judge, after being al- 
lowed 


py 


taking a turn in the 


mine, what my feelings are now I am forced 
to treat you as the deſtined bride of the 
Duke de Civrac ; but for your ſiſter's fatal 
ſituation, I ſhould have the ſupreme advan- 
tage of devoting my future life to your hap- 
pineſs; but madam de Neufpont is ſo bi- 


gotted to the idea of bcing related to her 


friend, ſhe does not make the ſlighteſt ſcruple 
of ſacrificing her children's happineſs to fo 
ridiculous a chimera, formed too before ſhe 
knew whether ſhe ever ſhould have any, 


or what their diſpoſitions might be; and 


ſhe perſiſts in perſevering in her plan, not- 
withſtanding the recent proots ſhe has had 
of its folly, which is to me not only the ſource 
of my preſent miſery, but abſolutely incem- 
veebenfible? 

Ermance, diſengaging herſelf from his 


graſp, ſaid, * I poſitively don't underſtand 


either what you mean or ſay, Count; and, 
at all events, I have no reaſon to blame my 
- mother's precipitation in diſpoſing of her 

children,” 9 1 5 | 
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lowed to hope. I ſhould one day call you 


May 
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May ycu always be of this opinion, my 
charming couſin ; but permit me one queſ- 
tion, does the ſelf devoted Palmira know you 


are doomed to wear the {plendid chains ſhe 
ſo nobly rejected? for ſhe is much better 


acquainted with the moral Duke de Civrac's 


real character than you can be, my ſweet 
girl, nay than your mother is, or ever will 
Oo.” 9” 
_ « You aſtoniſh me, Count; what do you 
mean to inſinuate! or what do you wie me 
to underſtand ?? ? 
„What can I ſay, my lovely couſin, that 
can poſſibly ſtrike you half ſo forcibly as 
the reſolution your ſiſter has formed, t 
bury herſelf in a cloiſter rather than Zan 
the pompous title of Ducheſs de Civrac.“ 


Ermance was petrified at this unexpected 


explanation of her ſiſter's ſtrange conduct. 


Fearful of hearing any thing derogatory to 


the honour of a man ſhe {o tenderly Loved ; 


| ſhelonged, yet dared not preſs the Count to 


ſpeak with leſs ambiguity ; ſurely, faid ſhe 
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to herſelf, this Duke muſt have ſome ſtrange 
failings, he has hitherto had art enough to 
conceal from my mother. In hopes the 
Count would be more explicit, ſhe ſaid, 1 
always underſtood the Duke de Civrac was 
an honour to his rank and country ; but 
you, Count, who have long lived in the great 


world, and in habits of intimacy with his þ 
Grace, may be a better judge than thoſe 1 1 
have hitherto heard mention him.” = 
« He is generally ſuppoſed to be a very 9 
moral man, my dear Ermance; and believe = "OM 
me I don't wiſh to lower him in your opi- 75 | ; 
nion. There are righteous, and there are good w 
men, you know, my lovely couſin, I need not 1 | 
point out the difference. But I am going ? | 
farther than J intended; I merely wiſh you _ | 
to reflect, before the inevitable yes is pro- LY 
nounced, upon what may be the conſequence Tp 
of your mother's ridiculous predilection in "8 
favour of her friend's {on ; for ſhe ſhuts her i 
eyes againſt his feelings. To reaſon with 1 
her would be as abſurd as it would be uſeleſs; _ 5 | 
to your own heart, therefore, I mean to 1 


| appeal . 
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appeal, as I have too high an opinion of your 


_ diſcretion to ſuppoſe you would repeat the 


mere dictates of the more than regard you 
have inſpired me with. May this favourite 
of Madame de Neufpont's appreciate your 


merits, lovely Ermance; if he does but 


make you happy, I will become his cham- 
pion, and loudly alert that the world in ge- 
neral bave miſtaken his character. You 
lictle think, my lovely girl, what ſacrifices 
it is luppoſed the Duke will exact from his 
wife. Rigid in his own principles, becauſe 
u holly devoid cf feeling, be makes a ſcruple 
of joinirg in the meſt innocent diverſions ; 
educated by a narrow-· minded bigotted mo- 
ther, and a ſtrict confeſſor, he lives a hermit 
in the midſt of the great world, and is only 
reſpected by thoſe who can t fathom the ſe- 
cret ſprings of his conduct. Palmira has a 
judgment tuperior to her years, and Madame 


I' Hoteliain gave her the real character of the 


Duke. I feed not tell you what was the 
conſequence of her friendly motives; heave 
farbid you ſhould form a fimilar es: ; 


, | - 1 merely 
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I merely wiſh you to aſſert your indepen- 
dence. How far more enviable would have 
been your fate, my Ermance, had this righ- 


teous Duke, this heterogeneous mixture of 
pride and ſanQtity, been a perfect rake; then 


might your charms and virtues have worked 
a reformaticn in his conduct; now your in- 
nocent ga. ty will ſoon be deemed a crime. 
Nominal miſtreſs of one of the fineſt houſes 


in Paris, you will find the hotel de St. Fir- 


min a convent in every ſenſe of the word, 
from which the young and giy will be for 
ever baniſhed Madame de St. Piene, (from 
Whoſe ſocicty ard converſation heaven pre- 
ſerve thoſe I love!) her immaculate huſ- 
band, whom pride makes 2& up to what he 
calls duty, and your father and mother will 


be your only viſitors. Oh, moſt lovely ef 


your ſex! for your own fake, remember I 
am not pleading my own cauſe ; exert. your 
ſpirit, and don't let ſo much beauty and 


ſweetneſs be devoted to the frozen Duke de 


- Ererac,””. 


Ermance 
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- Ermance never underwent ſo many diffe- 
rent ſenſations in ſo ſhort a time. She 
wiſhed to refute ſome of the Count's argu- 
ment, and was preparing to anſwer him, 
when Madame de Neufpont joined them. 
The perturbation of Ermance's mind was 


viſible upon her countenance. The Count 


remarked it, and by way of accounting for 
her apparent agitation to the Marchioneſs, 
obſerved, © we were juſt talking over the 
ſtrange reſolution of Madame de Moncove 
and its probable conſequence.” 


This explanation perfectly ſatisfied Ma- 
dame de Neufpont, who merely replied, «I 


find Ermance is not more in her ſiſter's con- 


| fidence than I am. I think, Count, you 
ſhall exert your eloquence upon Palmira ; I 
am convinced you will at leaſt draw a very 
alluring picture of the great world; and as 
ſhe can't ſuppoſe you actuated by any ſiniſ- 
ter motive, ſhe may not have the ſame ob- 


jections to ſeeing you ſhe has to admit tho 


Duke de Civrac. But 1 wiſh to write a few 
„„ lines 
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lines to Paris; Ermance can you furniſh me 
with materials! ©: 


The bewildered girl left the room with 
her mother for that purpoſe, and then re- 
tired to her own to reflect upon what the 
Count had aſſerted. His arguments ſtruck 
her very forcibly ; the Duke, for a man in 
love, had certainly treated her with 'uncom- 
mon reſerve at Ypres ; always ſeemed fear- 
ful of becoming too familiar—yet, when he 


was off his guard, how truly amiable ; and 
as the Count acknowledged himſelf his rival, 


it was not to be ſuppoſed he would endea- 
vour to prepoſſeſs her in the Duke's fayour ; 


{till the reſolution of Palmira gave infinite 


weight to his words, yet it became her to 
defend his Grace; beſides ſuch a meaſure 
might lead the Count to bring ſome proofs 


in ſupport of his preſent vague -allegations. 


She therefore haſtened down ſtairs, and find- 
ing the Count {till alone, ſeized the oppor- 
tr of renewing the ſubject, 


Satisfied 
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Satisfied with having raiſed doubts and 
ſcruples in her innocent mind, the Count 
tried to change the diſcourſe ; and in anſwer 
to the arguments ſhe made uſe of in defence 


of Adolphus, merely anſu ered by a ſmile, or 
a compliment upon the excellence of her 


heart; then, wiſhing to complete his tri- 


umph, © can you ſuppoſe, my lovely couſin, 


the Duke would attempt to dictate to you 
before marriage ;—men of his turn of mind 
may be compared to Sextus the Fifth, they 


aſſume the diſguiſe moſt likely to forward 


their ſchemes, till they have ſucceeded, and 
then, like him, glory in their duplicity. 
your artleſs ſimplicity made you no match, 


nor did not permit you to judge of the 


Duke de Civrac, my charming couſin; and 
ſhould you in the preſent inſtance appeal 


to his candour, I ſhould not blame you, 1 
know I have acted imprudently, and perhaps 


yeu may not thank me for having endea- 
 'vourd to open your eyes; the Duke would 
merely call me out for venturing to ſpeak my 
thoughts of him; and as I certainly ſhould 


not 
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not chuſe to retreat, his or my life might 
become the forfeit of my ſincerity.” 


Ermance ſhuddered at this hint, and aſ- 
ſured him, though ſhe hoped he was miſtaken 
in many of the conjectures he had formed, 
ſhe had too much diicretion to reveal what 
he had laid, even to her mother; therefore 
he ſurely would not object to giving her, not 
his own, but the univerſal opinion the wor! rid 


had of the Duke. 


The wily Selicourt with difficulty con- 


cealed his joy, while he ſeized the ſhafts of 
_ ridicule, and turned them with ſuch dexte- 

nity upon the Duke, as ſoon completely 
lowered him in the opinion of Ermance, 
« His Grace's rank, my lovely coulin, and 


athletic make, has hitherto ſecured him from 


_ perſonal inſult; but he is now ſt-ong'y ſuſ- 
pected of cowardice, and is fo thorough'y 
deſpiſed by all the officers in his regiment, 


who are not ſo enamoured with his godiv 


doctrines as your mother, that it is thought 


* 


he 
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he muſt reſign his poſt in the army, His 


father's unexpected return, and ſit uation in 


the miniſtry, will afford him an excellent op- 


portunity, and he is certainly particularly 
adapted to hold ſome ſway in the political 
department. Among men of his own age, 
he is merely a ſort of butt, and is univerſally 


diſliked by your ſex : a ſemblance of virtue 


won't impoſe upon thoſe who judge impar- 
| tially ; and a ſevere moraliſt of four-and- 
twenty who is ſcrupulous in reverſing all the 
reigning faſhions for fear he ſhould be 
thought to attend to his dreſs, muſt excite 


general diſguſt, and the conterapt- of every - 


ſenſible perſon of either ſex.” 


Ermance, once more tried to defend him, 
proteſting his dreſs at Ypres was very much 
admired, and particularly faſhionable. 


« He was acting Sextus the Fifth then, 
my lovely couſin; he already, though you 
were kept in ignorance of her deſign, knew 


: N he had been rejected by An and was 


* 
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prepared to meet you at the Biſhop's, and no 


doubt. tried every means to ſecure your 
| heart, He had been previouſly tutored by 


his mother and yours; and his taylor, no 


doubt, received orders to ſet him off to the 
beſt advantage upon ſuch an occaſion. But 


believe me, deareſt couſin, notwithſtanding 


your ſparkling eyes, beaming with intelli- 


gence and ſenſibility, your lovely ſhape, 5 


all your accompliſhments, (fixing his eyes ex- 
preſſively on her face) neither your beauty 


nor your worth have made any impreſſion 


upon the callous heart of your intended 
huſband, which, enveloped in a miſt he 
calls duty, is in fact dead to all ſentiment, 


I ſpeak from the firſt authority, little cou- 
fin ; for, notwithſtanding his boaſted love, 
which your mother, no doubt, trumpets 


forth with all her zeal, he did not with to 


accompany her to Bourbourg ; indeed he 


thought, and very juſtly, ſhe would be able 


to plead his cauſe far better than he could 
have done himſelf, Such a proof of his 


indifference can't fail of ſtriking you, my dear 


Vol. 111. e couſin, 
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couſin : had I been in his place, I would have 
outſtript the winds to have poured out my 
whole heart at your feet.“ 


Ermance, angry, diſpleaſed, and ſtaggered, 
was much too inexperienced to diſcover the 
artful Count's deſigns; to her the Duke 
had appeared a demi-god; how unplealant 
then, at ſuch a moment, to deſtroy fo Pleaſ⸗ 
ing an illuſion; yet the Count's laſt remark 
was unanſwerable; and Selicourt perceiving 
he had now ſucceſsfully played upon her cre- 
dulity, continued to work upon her artleſs 
mind, till the Duke, of whom (becoming more 
bold) he now ventured to recite various traits 

of his own invention, became almoſt an ob- 

ject of horror to her wounded mind. 


Where was thy guardian angel at this 
fatatal moment, Ermance, thus to leave his 
charge a prey to fo vile a ſeducer? 
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CHAP IX. 


human beings but the Count, by no means 
wiſhing to drive her into a convent, poured 
the ſofteſt love-tales into her ears, and aſſured 
her, if ſhe would but be guided by him, ſhe 
might {till be one of the W women in 


the world. 
115 


A total ſtranger to the acts of men, Er- 


pretended affection, and began to fancy a 
P. union with bim would enſure her felicity : 
'E es H 2 | thus 


- FROM one of the happieſt, N Ermance 
; now became one of the moſt miſerable of 


mance eaſily became the dupe of the Count's 
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thus deceived, ſhe ſuffered him to crown his 
work by his advice. 


She treated the Duke de Civrac as has 


been already related, and acknowledged to her 


mother her predilection in the Count's favour; 
to which ſhe added the threat moſt likely to 

_ - Induce her parents to comply with her 
| wiſhes. The Count had thus led her on, 
underpretence that honour forbid him making 
his pretenſions known till ſhe was freed from 


Her preſent engagements ; but the moment 


the phlegmatic de Civrac was diſcarded, he 


would come forward and affert his claims. 


Every thing ſucceeded exactly as he could 


wiſh, Monf. and Madame de Neufpont 


both thought, upon mature deliberation, it 


would be beſt to allow Ermance to follow 
Thus did Seli- 


court, to appearance, lay them under an 


her own inclinations. 


obligation by accepting | their daughter $ 
hand. 5 
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We ſhall now return to Adolphus, who 
retired for the night ſoon after his father 


left him. It was the beginning of October, 


and very cold for the ſeaſon; ſtill he found 
as little inclination to reſt as during the 


ſultry night in Auguſt he had ſpent at Ypres. 


Ermance alone occupied his mind, as upon 


the former occaſion. He could hardly be- 
lieve the perſon he had ſeen at the hotel de 


Neutpont and the lovely canoneſs he had 


parted from with ſuch regret, were one and 


the ſame perſon :—what joy ſparkled in her 


eyes when ſhe joined him in the garden; 
and how vainly ſhe ſtrove to hide her dejec- 


tion when he took his leave of her ;—what 


could have occaſioned ſuch. an alteration in 

her behaviour, and the abſolute horror ſhe 

ſeemed to feel at the thoughts of becoming 

his wife Death would be preferable, in 

any ſhape, to a union with him lt cer- 

tainly occurred, while revolving this expreſ- _ 
fion in his mind, that Palmira might have 
imbibed a ſimilar prejudice againſt him, 
mchte ſhe had not choſe with equal frank- 
5 1 3 neſs 
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neſs to acknowledge ber ſentments. This 


reflection made him {ſeriouſly uneaſy ; and 


from the moment it came acroſs him, he 
determined to inſiſt upon Madame de Neut- 
pont's convincing her ſne need not bury her- 
ſelf in a cloiſter to avoid a marriage with 
him, as he had never felt at all inclined to 
force her, or any other woman, to the, altar. 


Without having cloſed his eyes, he roſe at 
day-break, and the morning being fine, 
rambled about till bis father. and mother's 
breakfaſt time, wiſhing to recover his natu- 
ral colour, and gain ſpirits for the interview, 
He aſſumed a gaiety when he entered highly 

pleaſing, and had brought himſelf to fancy 
 Ermance was perfectly indifferent to him, 
and that his vexation aroſe ſrom various 
bother motives; all ſeemed to avoid the dil- 


agreeable ſubject, therefore no one men- 


tioned their over. night s viſit. 


As ſoon as breakfaſt BY: over, Adolphus 
w retired with his mother, and imparted his 
ES. „„ Preſent 


118 


vent than in the world; 
reaſon ſhe choſe to give for her conduct. 
However, as I am deſirous all your doubts 
ſhould be removed, at leaſt as far as lies in 
my power, I will ſet out for Senlis this very 

morning. and endeavour to fathom the myſ- 

| H 4 ter7 
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preſent uneaſineſs to her; and that it was 


more than probable that Palmira had com- 


municated the averſion ſhe felt for him to 


Ermance; indeed that was the molt favour- 


able way he could account for the behaviour 
of the latter. 


ee can't think Palmira capable of preju - | 
dicing her fiſter againſt you; my dear Adol- 


phus,” ſaid the Ducheſs ; © nor can I ſup- 
pole Madame de l' Hotelſain, to whoſe bi- 


gotry I attribute her ſtrange reſolution, tried 


to lower you in her eſteem ; beſides, ſhe aſ- 
ſured me when I ſaw her, ſhe was not aftu> 


ated by any particular diſlike to you, but 
her wiſh to take the veil aroſe from a con- 


viction that ſhe ſhould be happier i in a con- 


this was the only 
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tery which ſeems predominant in her's and 
her fiſter's behaviour.“ r | 
Allow me to accompany you, my dear 
ma' am,“ ſaid Adolphus ; * not that I ſup- 
poſe I ſhall have the advantage of ſeeing 
Mademoiſelle de Moncove, but I owe Ma- 
dame de V'Hotelſain a viſit ; beſides I ſhall 
be ſooner relieved from my preſent ſtate of 
anxiety,” | 
our laſt argument is unanſwerable,” 
faid the Ducheſs, * orelſe I can't think you 


are ſufficiently indebted to Madame de 
I'Hotelſain to make even a viſit of ceremony 


at all neceſſary. She certainly confirmed 
Palmira in her reſolution to take the veil, 


contrary to the wiſhes of her family; there- 
fore I don't feel myſelf at all obliged to her 


miſtaken zeal z but I will order my carriage 
and if you have no objection, you ſhall ac- 
company me to the hotel de Neufpont; you 
will not ſee Ermance, and my poor friend 


will be particularly flattered with a viſit from 


you at this juncture; we will communicate 


pour fears to her, and I have no doubt ſhe | 
© ; OT 


AND ERMANCE. 153 


will accompany us, if ſhe can make it con- 


venient. ; 


Adolphus approved of every thing his mo- 


ther propoſed, and they ſoon {ſet out, found 
Madame de Neufpont in very low ſpirits, 
and unable to reſtrain her tears while ſhe 


paid her compliments. I he Ducheſs ſoon 
explained the motives of her viſit. 


Madame de Neufpont ſaid ſhe was ready 


to accompany them whenever they liked, _ 


proteſting the conduct of both her daugh- 


ters was ſo very incomprehenſible, ſhe could 


only ſuppoſe them mad: however, ſhe 


thought the Duke ought to be ſatisfied, 
though ſhe never had any reaſon to imagine 


Palmira entertained a dread of being forced 


to marry him againſt her will. “ Perhaps 


ſhe may not chuſe to ſee ne, ſhe con- 
tinued ; * but I think ſhe won't be ſo averſe 
to granting you that. favour, Minette; ſo 
pray take the moſt effectual means to fathom 


| her hitherto impenetfable lecret.” MED 
M$» « We 
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« We will be guided by circumſtances, 


my belt friend,” ſaid Madame de St. Piene; 


get ready for your journey, aud expect us in 
leſs than two hours.“ 


Upon their return home, ſhe communi- 
cated their intentions to the Duke, who ap- 
proved of every thing likely to be at all con- 
dueive to his ſon's ſatisfaction. 


Between one and two they ſet ont for 


Senlis. Madame de St. Piene tried to to 
enliven her companions; but Adolphus was 
too much abſorbed in his own reflections, 


and Madame de Neufpont too much hurt 
by the conduct of her children, to allow her 


endeavours to meet with the ſucceſs they 
deſerved. They reached the Abbey at duſk, : 
too late for its holy inhabitants te receive 


_ viſitors 3 they took up their abode in apart- 


ments allotted for the reception of ſtrangers, 


and were received and treated with every 
mark of reſpe& by the confeſſor, who ſpoke 
in very high terms of Mademoiſclle de Mon- 


Ducheſs; let them 31 
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cove; yet gave the Marchioneſs to under- 
ſtand he was not at all acceflary to the reſo- 


lution ſhe had formed from, in his opinion, 


the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted motives. 


46 Why, as I can't foreſee ſhe will be any 


gainer by taking the veil,“ ſaid the Marchio- 


neſs, I give her all the credit ſhe deſerves for 


her diſintereſtedneſs; and have as little - 
doubt, fir, of the purity of her motives as 


you, ſtill I think her, in many reſpects, in- 
excuſable; and, at all events, I ſhall never 


be induced to conſent Fo her taking her laſt 
| Vous thee three years.“ | 


The Confeflor was perfectly of the Mar- 
chionels' s opinion; and many things might 


happen in that interim to induce Made- 


moiſelle de Moncove to alter her mind. 


e I poſitively think young people ſhould 
be allowed the ſame liberty 1n a convent 
they are in a chapter houſe,” ſaid the 


profeſs and wear the 
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habit, and perform the duties of a recluſe; 


but I would not have them take the laſt 
vows till they are of an age to be tho- 
roughly convinced of the ſincerity of their 
vocation.” ? 


.* This ſubject ſerved them for converſation 
till they retired for the night, and early the 
next morning, Madame de St. Piene re- 
queſted a private audience of her once fayou- 
rite Pa!mira, who immediately obeyed the 


ſummons, and ſeemed exceſſively happy to 
fee the Duchefs, who thanked her in the 


moſt flattering terms for the ſpeed with 
which ſhe had complied with her requeſt ; 
then told her ſhe came ambaſſadreſs from 
her mother and the Duke de Civrac, who 
were both in the Abbey, but would neither 


of them intrude upon her, without her ex · 


2 eee ; 


« ] ſhall always, your Grace; eſteem a 
viſit from my mother as the greateſt favour 
| the can confer upon me,” ſaid the penſive 


8 EY Palaiira ; -- 
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Palmira; but muſt intreat to be excuſed 
"ſeeing the Duke. Believe me, my ever kind 
and indulgent Monitreſs, I am not actuated 


by obſtinacy in my refuſal to admit your 


ſon ; but as many late incidents have com- 
bined to confirm me 1n the reſolution I have 
formed, he muſt excuſe me not putting it 
in his power to make me repent a defign 


- I am more than ever determined to exe- 


cute.“ 


Nnotwithſtang the firmneſs ſhe diſ played, 


the tears ſhe in vain endeavoured to diſperſe 


found their way down her cheeks, and 


flirongly excited the compaſſion of the 
'Ducheſs, who in the moft gentle accents 


entreated her to be compoſed. © Believe 
me, my lovely young friend, my ſon wiſhes 
- ftill leſs than myſelf to diſtreſs you; but 
your determination to take the veil makes 


him exceſſively uneaſy, becauſe he begins to 


fear it originated in a perſonal diſlike to 
him; he has, therefore, empowered me to 


aſſure you, that, mus 


h as he once wiſhed to 


+ 
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be related to Monf. and Madame de Neut- 
pont, he has now, fince he finds it incompa- 
tible with the happineſs of. their .daughters, 
relinquiſhed every hope of that nature: 
Therefore, my deareſt Palmira, if dread of 
your approaching marriage had any ſhare in 
the reſolution you have formed, remember 
all ſuch apprehenfions ought now to ceale ; 
your father and mother entreat you will 
now relinquiſh the raſh deſign; you may 
meet with many men in the great world 
worthy to make. you happy; and conſider 
how greatly you will have it in your power 
to contribute to your fond mother's felicity. 
She is almoſt broken hearted at preſent, for 
your ſiſter is determined to follow the ex- 
ample you have ſet, if ſhe is not allowed to 
purſue the bent of her own inclinations, and 
has declared a violent paſſion for your cou- 
ſin, the Count de Selicourt. As you always 
correſponded, I need not tell you ſhe was to 
have become the bond of union between the 
two families; but whether ſhe has imbibed 
the ſame prejudices n gy. (on fears, which have 
EO Seu” mn. drove 
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drove you to ſeek refuge in a cloiſter; or has 


diſcovered ſome failings in Adolphus, from 
which no man can be exempt, though they 
may not be aſcertained; ſhe has given the 


ſtrongeſt proofs of her diſlike, nay, almoſt 
averſion for him; and has, as I before told 
you, acknowledged the moſt decided prefe- 
rence for her couſin.'* 

*«* You aſtoniſh me, madam,” ſaid Palmi- 


ra, whoſe countenance convinced the Ducheſs 


the intelligence really ſurpriſed her; © my 


ſiſter and I correſponded very regularly till 


within theſe laſt ten days, and her letters 


were certainly the occaſion of my She 
pauſed, and ſeeme( to have ſaid more than 


ſhe intended. 
« Why this heſitation, my ou Palmira,” 
aid the Ducheſs ; ; believe me I ſhall not at- 


tempt to plead his cauſe; if my ſon's doubts 


are verified, you communicated your ſenti- 
ments to Ermance; what could be more 


natural. 1 am only ſorry you judged bim 
from report. But if you did not think him 


rar to promote your happineſs, you would 
have 


ET & wk £4 # yas 

have been much to blame to accept his 
hand. Still I can't approve of your with to 

take the veil.” 

 « Your Grace quite miſunderſtands me,” 

ſaid Palmira, * and ftrangely miſinterprets 


- my words and actions; there is not a noble- 


man in the kingdom of whom I have fo high 
an opinion as of the Duke de Civrac. Can 
you ſuppoſe J endeavoured to ſet my ſiſter 
againſt him? how little do 1 deſerve ſuch an 
accuſation, burſting into tears as ſhe ceaſed 
ſpeaking. 
„Why this agitation, my deareſt, my belt 
Palmira?” faid the Ducheſs; I came to 
ſoothe not diſtreſs you, my child; therefore, 


why this reſerve ? my diſcretion you ſurely 
can't doubt; you have 1 removed a 


on meg trom my mind; — 


5 W 1 dlvoing the Ducheſs to finiſh 


ner ſentence, Palmira, {till drowned in tears, 
lung herſelf at her feet; Madame de St. 


iene raiſed her, and refed her to her boſom 
1 filence, “ Let me 


- 


hope you full think 
„ 5 1 
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me worthy your confidence my deareſt Pal- 
mira; and that you no longer mean to per- 
ſiſt in * yourſelf from yo indulgent 
parents.” 

* Palmira had hid her face to give way to 
her emotion ; but now raiſing her head, and 
fixing her fine eyes upon the Ducheſs, ſaid, 
“Forgive my paſt reſerve, my deareſt ſecond 


mother; and liſten to what I have to alledge 


in extenuation of my late obſtinate filence ; 
believe me it was prompted by. an unfeigned 


deſire to contribute, as I ſuppoſed, to the 


| happineſs of the man you imagine I endea- 
youred to depreciate in my ſiſter's eyes” 


The Ducheſs, highly flattered, preſſed the 


agitated Palmira once more to her boſom, 
and entreated ſhe would proceed, as what ſhe 
had already ſaid had Rongly excited her cu- 
riolity, 


Thus encouraged, ſhe ventured to explain 


herſelf farther I need not expatiate, my 


dear madam, upon the confidential affec- 


tion 


3 'Y 
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tion that has ever ſubſiſted between Ermance 
and me; though, believe, I can't aſſign one 


ſatisfactory reaſon for her late conduct, nor 


have I heard from her fince ſhe conceived 
this violent prejudice in favour of our couſin; 
but the firſt letter I received from her after 
her return from Y pres, gave me every reaſon 
to ſuppoſe the Duke had made that impreſ- 
fion ſhe now acknowledges the Count de 
Selicourt has done upon her heart; it was 
replete with his praiſes, and yet it was eaſy 
to perceive ſhe had not gave way to her feel- 
1ngs ; her ſtyle was formal, and her congra- 


tulations upon my future proſpects ſtudied, 
and 1 thought inſincere. I anſwered it im- 


mediately, and in a manner moſt likely to 
induce her to confirm or eradicate the ſuſpi- 
cions I had formed. Her next letter con- 


vinced me ſhe had diſpoſed of her heart in 
his favour; and led me alſo to ſuppoſe, from 
the account of his behaviour, ſhe was not 
totally indifferent to him; though ſhe pre- 
tended to attribute the attentions he ſhewed 


her to her relationſhip to me. I ſhewed 


z „ both 
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both letters to the Abbeſs, and aſked her 
opinion of Ermance's ſentiments reſpecting 
the Duke de Civrac; it perfectly coincided 


with my own, and I inſtantly determined to 
promote their mutual felicity, by feigning a 


deſire I never felt, to take the veil. Con- 
vinced what would be the conſequence of my 


reſolution, I ſhould indeed have thought it 


highly culpable to have accepted the Duke's 
hand while J had every reaſon to believe ful- 
filling his firſt engagements would have made 


him miſerable, though I knew his honour 


would prevent him from making any at- 


tempt to break them, while he thought 
them ſanctioned by my conſent. I had ne- 


ver ſeen his Grace, therefore my predilection 
in his favour, I thought, could not be fo 


ſtrong as my ſiſter's. Still her letters placed 
him in fo amiable a light—but why need I 
expatiate upon his merits to you, madam, 
who are fo thoroughly acquainted with all 
his excellent qualities; the hopes J enter- 
tained of contributing to his felicity, inſpired 
L. | 8 
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me with ſufficient fortitude to prefer his and 
my mother's happineſs to my own. 


The Ducheſs, delighted with this unex- 
pected ſolution of her behaviour, folded her 
once more in her arms: and aſſured her, 
ſuch ſentiments would render her ſtill dearer 


than ever to the Marquis and Marchioneſs; 
then haſtened to impart all ſne had learned 


to her favourite friend, who was, with Adol- 
phus, impatiently waiting the reſult of the 
conference in an outward apartment. The 


Ducheſs, perfectly capable of the taſk, did ” 
the utmoſt juſtice to the noble principles 


which had actuated the behaviour of Pal- 


mira ; and, though with infinite delicacy, 
gave Adolphus to underſtand, he had no 
Treaſon to dread a refuſal if he was inclined to 
| renew his firſt engagements. | TY, | 


Madame de Neufpont was in raptures 
during the Ducheſs's recital, and Adolphus 

greatly increaſed her joy, by expreſſing the 
utmoſt admiration for Palmira, and entreat- 
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ing to be introduced to her. Looking at 
the Marchioneſs, I ſhall place my cauſe in 
your's and my mother's hands, fair lady; if 
the lovely Palmira will deign to accept of 
me aſter believing I once felt a ſentiment of 


preference in favour of her ſiſter, I ſhall think 


myſelf highly indebted to your joint elo- 
quence.” 
« We won't interfere in the matter, my 


deareſt Adolphus,” ſaid the overjoyed Mar- 
chioneſs; © you ſhall plead your own cauſe. 


Palmira ſhall return with us to Paris; and l 
hope, in leſs than a month, ſhe will be your 


daughter, and this, Minette, will be my ſon. 
But I am all impatience to ſee her; I muſt 


have a ſhort zete-a-tete with her before I 
gratify the firſt wiſh of my heart, which is to 
introduce her to your notice, my dear 
Duke.” 


She now left Adolphus and. his mother, 
and haſtened into the Abbeſs's apartments, 
with whom ſhe found Palmira, and before 
whom ſhe made no ſcruple of giving way to 
| e 
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fondneſs for her daughter ; mentioned the 
impreſſion her late behaviour had made upon 
the Duke de Civrac, land aſſured her ſhe alone 


was capable of making him happy; ac- 
knowledged he had been as much deceived 


as ſhe could have been, reſpecting her ſiſter's 
ſentiments, who would certainly now be 
permitted to beſto her hand upon the man 


in whole favour, as ſhe ſaid, ſhe had already 


diſpoſed of her heart. After another tender 
embrace, ſhe haſtened in ſearch of the 
Ducheſs and Adolphus ; the latter having 


ſpent two reſtleſs nights, and not paying 


much regard to his dreſs, did not appear to 
the advantage he would otherwiſe have 
done. » Madame de Neufpont rallied him 
moſt unmercifully upon his looks and diſha- 
bille., « Why 1 think Mademoiſelle de 


Moncove will no longer be aſtoniſhed at the 


rejection you ſo lately met with; it is very 
fortunate the We de Selicourt did not 


accompany us.” 

SF am 4 afraid Palrnira will find I. fall 

fo very ſhort of the deſcription 28 gave of 
4 $1 me 


p 
* 


me, my dear madam (looking at his mother) 


ſhe will pronounce me a miſerable copy of 


an excellent picture.“ 
„Come along,“ ſaid the Marchioneſs, 
© your humility is truly ridiculous ;” taking 


his arm, and hurrying with him towards the 
Abbeſs 8 apartments. 


Palmira was taller, and a much more re- 


| gular beauty than Ermance ; and though 


not ſo gay, was infinitely her ſuperior in point 
of accompliſhment, and ſtill more ſo in point 
of mind. The beloved pupil of Madame 
de St, Piene, her manners bore a ſtriking re- 


ſemblance to the Ducheſs's. Prepared to 


revere the principles of Palmira, Adolphus 


ſoon began to admire her; their mutual 
embarraſſment was truly flattering, and 
greatly prepoſſed them in each others favour; 

and when they joined in the general conver- 


ſation, each ſecretly admired the remarks of 
the other; and Adolphus was foon con- 


vinced, had he loon both fiſters at Ypres, 


Palmura 
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168 PALMIRA 
Palmira alone would have received his 
homage. 


At the end of two hours, the Ducheſs 


mentioned their return to Paris, knowing 


how happy the tidings they had to commu- 


. nicate would make the Duke and Marquis. 


Madame de Neufpont wiſhed Palmira to 


have returned with them, but at her particu- 


lar requeſt, in which ſhe was ſeconded by 


the Abbeſs, ſhe was left behind for a few | 
days ; fo, after taking various refreſhments, 
they ſet out upon their return, having given 
Palmira their words of honour, her reaſons 
for having feigned a vocation ſhe never felt, 


ſhould for ever remain a ſecret to Ermance : 


this requeſt added to the eſteem Adolphus 
felt ſhe had inſpired him with. | 


They were no ſooner upon the road, than 


the two once more happy mothers, entreated 


Adolphus would give them his real opinion 


of their favourite Palmira, 
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0 To ſay I am in love, would expoſe me 


very juſtly to the raillery of Madame de 


Nevfpont ; yet eſteem is a very cold term 


to expreſs the admiration I feel for Made- 


moiſelle de Moncove ; and if ſhe can over- 
book my late egarements du cœur, * ſhe fhall 


have no reaſon to repent her condeſcenſion in 


my favour. As I had never ſeen her when I 
ſuffered myſelf to be captivated by the in- 
fantine artleſs gaiety of Ermance, ſhe may be 
inclined to forgive me; and, in that caſe, I 
am convinced we ſhall be very happy. And 
if you think, my dear Marchioneſs, I ſhall 
not give her reaſon to accuſe me of pre- 
ſumption, I will renew my former engage- 
ments with the Marquis.“ 


Madame de Neufpont laughed at his 


ſcruples, and proteſted ſhe never was fo happy 


in her life, except on the evening ſhe had 
paſt at St. Juſte, © And as for Ermance,” 


ſhe continued, who has deceived us all, 


* Errors of the heart. : 
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and led us all, more or leſs, to play the fool, 
we will now reſign that part to her for life; 
ſhe may either marry her couſin, or take the 


veil, which ſhe chuſes; for I ſhall never for- 


give the affected joy ſhe aſſumed when I im- 


parted her future proſpect to her at Bour- 
bourg. If Selicourt was not the molt frank 


of all human beings, for he won't even take 
the trouble to conceal his faults, I ſhould 
ſancy he had turned the filly girl's head, or 
taken advantage of her inexperience, but 
joking apart, I do think his mere compliments 


uſage ſtruck her as expreſſions of admiration | 


addrefled to her beauty, and prepoſſeſſed her 
in favour of ſo diſcerning a mortal, They 
were often zete-a-tete during our ſtay at 


Bourbourg; and he might, if he found ſhe 


liſtened to him, delight in talking nonſenſe 
to her.“ 


« ] think you do your daughter injuſtice, 
belle Marquiſa, ſaid Adolphus ; is it not 


very poſſible the Count was, like myſelf, faſ- 
cirated by her vivacity, and the novelty of 


her rcmark 5 and might not he endeayour 


to 
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prepoſſeſs her with ſimilar ſentiments in his 
favour; ſhe was under no abſolute engage- 
ment, and he can be very agreeable when he 


chuſes.“ 


* You will not perſuade me, Duke, he was 


ever in love with any thing but himſelf ; the 
chit's folly might amuſe him, and he may, 
if the Marquis aſks it as a great favour, con- 
deſcend to become our ſon-in-law ; but take 
my word for it, he cares as little for Ermance 
as I do for Madame de I Hotelſain, who in 
our buſtle, we all forgot to viſit.” 


This reflection ſet the Ducheſs and Adol- 


phus laughing ; but as they meant to return 
very ſpeedily to Senlis, they determined to 
repair their impoliteneſs the next time they 
went to the Abbey. 
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* When this gay trio reached Paris, and thi- ſtu 
ther they drove by mutual conſent, firſt rio 
Madame de Neufpont chote to be ſpokes- he 
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| fee ir dito think her truly deſerving Adol- 1 
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ing terms, and entreated the Marquis would 
allow him to ratify all his former engage- 
ments; ſuch a with added confiderably to 
the Marquis's happinefs, and, after ſpending 
a moſt agreeable evening, retired with his 
wife to rejoice at the unexpected diſcovery 


Ermance's 1dle behaviour had induced her 
fiſter to make. 


The Duke de St. Piene rather wiſhed his _-: 
ſon had not been in ſuch haſte to diſpoſe of 
his liberty ; therefore before he took leave 1 
of him for the night, took him into his 
ſtudy, and entreated he would reflect ſe- 
riouſly before he engaged himſelf too far. 
he had till an honourable retreat; Palmira 
had certainly behaved very nobly, yet he | 
wiſhed him to ſtudy her diſpoſition before he 4 
gave her his hand: was not his preſent pre- 
cipitation as much the effect of pique as el 


ne teem for her good qualities. © on | i} 
ch 7 5 . if 
l- . fully fenfible-of the kind mo- i: : 
er- tive that inſtigated his father, ſoon removed oi 
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all his fears; A woman of the age 10 Pal. 
mira, who could prefer her ſiſter's happineſs 
to her own, muſt make an excellent wife ; as 
their union would be founded upon mutual 
_ eſteem, he thought they had every proſpect 
of being happy in the conjugal ſtate. 


The Duke, perfectly ſatisfied, wiſhed to 
have mentioned the marriage ſentlements he 


intended to make, a ſubject Adolphus would 
not liſten to, his preſent income was more 


than adequate to his rank in life; he there- 
fore entreated the Duke would divide the 
ſuperfluity of his fortune between his brother 
and ſiſter's; the latter were particularly de- 


ſerving of his love, and he ſhould almoſt 


conſider it as a robbery were he to accept his 
father's generous propoſal. He then wiſhed 
bim a good night, and drove home, reflect» 


ing upon the various changes his matrimo- 


'hial profpetts. had already undergone, leav- 

ing the Duke in admiration of the diſinte- 
reſtedneſs he had diſplayed upon this and 
every other occaſion. 


Madame 
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Madame de St. Piene, like her huſband, 
wiſhed Adolphus had allowed himſelf more 
time for deliberation; and was equally 
anxious to have a little private converſation 
with him. The next morning, therefore, 
ſhe drove to his hotel before he was ſtirring; 


and when he joined her, he expreſſed his ſur- 
priſe at ſo early though welcome a viſit ; ſhe 
acknowledged her anxiety for his peace of 
mind had brought ber. The Duke and ſhe 


had had a long converſation after they re- 


tired for the night; and they both thought 
there was every reaſon to expect Ermance - 
would ſoon repent the premature declara- 


tion ſhe had made in favour of the Count 


de Selicourt; in that caſe, might not he 
repent his having renewed his former en- 


gagements ? 


Never, my dear mother; were Ermance 


herſelf to aſſure me ſhe had miſtaken the 


nature of her ſentiments with regard to the 
Count de Selicourt ; nay, that my vanity 
had not mifled me in the conjectures I 
RE HED» formed 
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formed at Ypres, I would not marry her. 


After what paſſed, can you ſuppoſe, my 
deareſt madam, I ſhould even wiſh to obtain 
the hand of a perſon who has declared, 
« death, in any ſhape, would be preferable to 


fueh an union £''— No, believe me, I would 


become a member of the ſociety of La Frappe 


in preference. I have a very high opinion 
of Palmira, and make no doubt we fhall be 
very happy; ſhe has given a very ſtrong 
proof of the excellence of her principles, and 


the benevolence of her temper. I ſhall ever 


reflect with pleaſure upon the circumſtance 
to which I owe her hand. I hope, my dear 
madam, you will do all in your power to fa- 
cilitate a ſpeedy concluſion; I can't bear 
ſuſpence.“ 


Madame de St. Piene promiſed to accele- 
rate ſo defirable an event to the utmoſt of 
her power; affuring him Palmira was inſ- 
nitely ſuperior to every ſpecies of affeation 
that would induce her to feign a reluctance 
5 8 75 „„ 15 that 
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to gratify wiſhes coinciding, ſhe hoped, with 


her own. 


From the hotel de St. Firmin, ſhe pro- 
ceeded to her friend's, found the Marchio- 
nets alone, who aſſured her ſhe bad been ar- 
ranging plans ever fince they parted ; that 


the Marquis was overjoyed, and had defired 
her to inform the Duchels, he was eas er to 
convince the Duke de Civrac how much he 
thought himſelt honoured by the diſcloſure 
of his ſentiments the preceding evening. 


« The Duke de St. Piene ſhould have a carte 


blanche reſpecting ſettlements ; but he ſhall 


make fine ſpeeches for inſet '? ſaid the 


once more gay Madame de Neuſpont; he is 


now diſpoſing of his youngelt daughter to 


the man of her choice; for yeſterday the 
Count paid him a viſit, and hinted it was 


eaſy to gueſs from whom he had bad his in- 


formation; he underſtood the projected al- 
liance between the Duke de Civrac and Er- 
mance was not likely to take place.“ 


The 
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The Marquis, who now ſeriouſly thinks 
he was the occaſion of her folly, anſwered 
him in the affirmative, He modeſtly pro- 
poſed himſelf to ſupply his Grace's place; 
talked a vaſt deal of love and honour; and 
was very much pleaſed when the Marquis 
told him he only wiſhed to conſult me be- 


fore he diſpoſed of our daughter; but as he 


did not forſee I was likely to object to his 
propoſal, promiſed to give him a final anſwer 


this morning. You are ſure, Minette, I did 


not wiſh to drive the love-fick gi.1 nor her 
tender ſwain to extremeties ; therefore con- 
fented to their mutual wifhes with a very 
good grace: have only entreated the Mar- 


quis would not mention the revolution that 


has taken place in the ſentiments of Palmira. 


Me muſt fuppole the Count too much in 


love to think of fortune; and the Neufpont 
title and eſtates at the Marquis's death, 
muſt conſole him for the moderate portion 


he will now receive with Ermance ; for 1 


don't think he ought to be rewarded for 


trying, as the Marquis is convinced he did, 
n eee, 


gi 
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to rival your ſon; and as for the romantic 


girl, ſhe is too much in love to think of her 
own inlereſt, and I dare ſay would be ſhocked 
at the word ſettlement ;- for what chit at her 
age would not truſt to her lover's honour. 
But here comes .the Marquis, he has heard 
you are with me, ſo has hurried over his bu- 
ſineſs with Selicourt.” 


The Marquis ſeemed in excellent {pirits, 
and rejoiced to find Adolphus was even im— 


patient to fulfil the moſt languine * he 


had ever formed. 


100 with they would be married this 


evening,“ ſaid the Marchioneſs; for I pro- 


teſt my happineſs will not be complete till 
the knot is tied. Suppoſe the ceremony is 
performed privately, and the wedding kept a 


ſecret till all the bridal paraphernalia is COM» 


Plete.” 


4% J dare fay your propoſal will meet the 


- approbation of the young people, my dear 
: friend, 1 laid the Duchess. 
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The Marquis entered into ſeveral ne- 


ceſſary details, and ſaid he would imme- 
diately ſettle his eſtate in Flanders upon the 


Duke. 


The Ducheſs entreated he would talk all 
thoſe matters over with her huſband ; what 


they agreed upon would be ſure to meet the 


approbation of Adolphus and herſelf. 


„Then to-morrow we will return to Sen- 


lis, Minette, and conſult with Palmira; 1 


am ſure we ſhall find her ready to oblige us; 


| and I truſt this marriage, though not formed 


under the auſpices of the blind god, will be 


quite as fortunate as any at which that ur- 


chin prefides. Talking of love, what have 
you done with that moſt ardent of all lovers, 


thy 2e Coant de Selicourt, Marquis! * 
« ] ſent him to pour forth his raptures at 
the feet of his divinity; more convinced 


than ever, from the pains he took to con- 


vince me of the diſintereſtedneſs of his paſ- 
ſion, that bis devoirs : are > all paid to our ſup- 
og + | . of 


th 
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of his Miſtreſs; how he managed to turn 


the fligl.ty girl's brain, he beſt knows. How- 
ever, I was not ſo explicit with him reſpeck- 


ing ſettlements ; merely told him his propo- 
ſals would make no alteration in my inten- 


tions reſpecting her fortune. He was too 


anxious to communicate his happy proſpects 


to Ermance, to aſk any further explanation; 
therefore we mult fuppote he will rejoice 
when he finds he will have it ſo much in his 


power to convince her of the Ley of his 
W 


The Ducheſs and Marchioneſs were highly 


diverted by the Marquis's account of Seli- 
court's behaviour. 


Next day, as they had agreed, they pro- 
ceeded to Senlis. Every preparation was 
privately conducted; and within a fortnight 
Adolphus and Palmira were married by the 
Biſhop or Ypres, in the church of the Abbey 
| of Senlis. Immediately after the ceremony, 


* 


they 


poſed heireſs, and not to the beauty or wit 
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they ſet out for Paris, Palmira ſtill bearing 


the name of Mademoiſelle de Moncove, 
keeping the wedding a ſecret till every neceſ- 
ſary decoration etiquette requires upon ſuch 
occaſions, was ready. 


During this interval, Palmira was to take 


up her reſidence with the Duke and Ducheſs, 
which would be very natural; and on the 


evening of her arrival at Paris, the Marquis 
mentioned her approaching nuptials to the 
Count and Ermance; adding, he would give 
a fete to all his friends and acquaintance the 
enſuiag week upon the joyful occaſion, and 
to introduce Palmira as the deſtined bride of 
the Duke de Civrac. 


This unexpected intelligence almoſt an- 


nihilated the Count, and greatly aſtoniſned 


Ermance, who had not the ſlighteſt idea her 


ſiſter entertained any thoughts of quitting 


her convent ; ſhe had written to her twice 
ſince her arrival at Paris, and mentioned her 
intended marriage with Selicourt. Palmira, 
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in anſwer, had congratulated her upon being 
permitted to give way to the dictates of her 
heart in ſo important an occaſion ; but had 
{aid nothing reſpecting her future proſpects. 


Ermance, therefore concluded ſhe had been 


almoſt freed from her retreat, to gratify the 


MMlarchioneſs's wiſh to be related to Madame 


de St. Picne. 


The Count neither knew what to think 
nor do, and was exceſſively angry he had 


ſuffered himſelf to be drawn to make propo- 


fals to the Marquis for Ermance, while there 


was a poſſibility Palmira might alter her 


mind; he ought to have reflected, there was 


every reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe would repent the 
fooliſh reſolution ſhe had formed; and he 
ought to have allowed the Duke to have 
3 married her ſiſter; he might then have ſtood 


a chance of being united to Palmira, who 


would now, of courle, be again conſidered as 
the eldeſt daughter of the Marquis de Neuf- 
pont, and provided for accordingly: now he 
had no reaſon to 9 the Marquis would 
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beſtow any con ſiderable fortune upon Er- 


mance, particularly as he was his heir; 


migbt poſſibly give her little more than her 


wedding clothes, and the hundred thou and 


crowns* ſettled, by the Marquis's marriage 
articles, upon her, or any younger children, 
yet think he did an honour in beſtowing the 


portionleſs girl upon him: then he had 


talked of love and nonſenſe to the Marquis; 
how could he retreat from the poſitive de- 
clarations he had made in favour of this 
_ fooliſh chit, whom he did not care three 
ſtraws about. Theſe reflections drove him 


half mad, though he had art to conceal his 


vexation. 


On the Sunday after her arrival at Paris, 


he was introduced to Palmira, who dined at 


her father's, with all her huſband's family. 
The M. rquis preſented him to her as her 


brother-in- law; and the Duke de Civrac 
paid bis reſpects to Ermance in the ſame 


- Twelve thouſand pounds Rerling, 


cha- 


"ol 


hi 


io 


FE 


# 


AND ERM ANC E. 185 


him as her lover; and hoped ſhe would re- 


ſtore him to that place he held in her eſteem 
at Ypres, when ſhe thought him the intended 


huſband of the lovely Palmira. 


This was the firſt time Ermance had ſeen 
him ſince the evening ſhe had choſe to de- 
clare her abſolute abhorrence of him. Seli- 


court had not riſen in her opinion ſince he 
was become her lover; having once gained 
| his point, he merely paid his court in form; 
ſent her ſa/on uſage, a very handſome bou- 
guet every morning, and enquired, during 
the courſe of the day, after her health. He 


had exhauſted his ſtock of compliments at 


Bourbourg, and no longer ſtimulated by a 
5 with to rival the Duke de Ciyrac, was become 
a cool admirer, before he learned Palmira 
had been prevailed upon to endeavour to 
conſole his Grace, and had been more than 


indifferent ſince he heard the news confirmed. 


Ermance 


character; laughed at ber a little about the 
fears ſhe had diſplayed when ſhe looked upon 
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Ermance drew compariſons between the 


two gentlemen by no means favourable to 


the Count; and her lover was {till more 
ſtruck with the ſuperior beauty of Palmira : 


could he have made ſuch a propoſal, how 
gladly would he have changed miſtreſſes with 
the Duke: but as this was not practicable, 
he turned his thoughts wholly upon bring- 
ing ſo deſirable an event about without for- 
feiting his pretenſions to honour. The 


Duke, though particularly attentive to Pal 
mira, he was convinced, could not be in 
love: Ermance had been the woman of his 
choice, and it would be very eaſy to pique 


| her, and make her thoughts revert into their 


former channel; ſhe wouid then endeavour 
to attract the Duke's attention; and he, 
flattered by her advances, would certainly, 


if neceſſaty, connive at his playing the ſame 


arts upon Palmira he had done with ſuch 
ſucceſs upon Ermance; and if the latter 
found herſelf lighted by both, pique or de- 
a ſpair might induce her to increaſe the holy 
fer 
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fiſterhood of nuns, and this would (et him 
at liberty. 


During the Sunday he narrowly ſcrati- 


n1zed the behaviour of the Duke and Pal- 


mira, and ſoon difcovered ſhe was very much 


in love with this truly formidable rival; 


this rather diſcouraged him, till he reflected 


Ermance had been equally ſo; and the late 
determination of Palmira was, in his opinion, 
no proof of her judgment. He could make 
uſe of ſtill ſtronger argument in his own fa- 
vour than upon the former occaſion; and 


only wiſhed the Duke would abſent himſelf 


for a few days, when in that time he might 


eradicate every tender ſentiment in Palmira 


now felt in his favour. The bebaviour of 
Adolphus was the mere reſult of his refined 
politeneſe, he preſumed ; for he knew he was 
incapable of affecting a paſſion he did not 
feel; and would, moſt likely, on this occa- 
fion, think himſelf highly obliged to him for 


enabling him to get off honourably from en- 
gagements he could only have conſented to 


at 
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at the interceſſion of his family; and he 
might ſay to the Marquis, that compaſſion 
induced him to make his late propoſals, and 
plead violent love for the divine Palmira as 


an excuſe for his inconſtancy towards hes 


ſiſter. Such were the reflections and deter- 
minations of Selicourt ; who diſplayed all 
his graces, and did every thing in his power 
to attract the attention of Palmira whenever 


he found an opportunity unobſerved 3 the 


reſt of the company. 


Next 4 in conformity to 5 preſent 


; in, he affected the utmoſt indifference to- 


wards Ermance, and forebore to viſit her on 
the following day. The young canoneſs 


could not help remarking his behaviour; 


and before the day of the fete, ſeriouſly 
repented ſhe had ever acknowledged a 
e ſne no 3 felt in his fa- 


: _ Your. 
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_ The entertainment her father gave his 
friends, was a ball and ſupper; and the 
Duke de Civrac looked to infinite more 


advantage upon this occaſion, Ermance 


thought, than even at the dedication of 
the church at Ypres; he was much more 
dreſt, and in much better ſpirits; every 
one preſent ſeemed eager to attract his 


notice, and enjoy his converſation. He 
received the general compliments, upon 


the event which had given riſe to this 
fete, with a gaiety truly flattering to Pal- 


mira, with whom he danced frequently dur- 


ing the evening, and always feemed to 
reſign her hand with reluctance. In ſhort 
he appeared in ſo different a light from 


the picture the Count de Selicourt had 


drawn ct him at Bourboaurg, that all her 
former ſentiments. were revived, and ſhe 


felt ſhe enyied Palmira the happineſs ſhe 


ſeemed to enjoy far more than ſhe did 


her future proſpects at Bourbourg. She 
was "OR PORES,” and at laſt refuſed to 
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join in the dance, under pretence of a 
headach, which ſhe attributed to the heat 


of the rooms. What eloquent arguments 


the Duke muſt have made uſe of to have 
thus been able to induce Palmira to quit 
the Abbey; and how happy ſhe ſeemed 


while liſtening to his animated diſcourſe ;— 


but ſhe reflected her ſiſter had not ſeen 
the Duke when ſhe formed her reſolu- 
tion, and was now perſuaded, he had only 

to appear to be admired. Who could re- 
fiſt ſuch a man when he ſpoke of love ?— 


what could ſhe be thinking of when ſhe 
ſuffered Selicourt to deceive her ſo egre- 


giouſly reſpecting the Duke's real charac- 
 ter?—and ſhe began to fancy ſhe ſhould 


ſoon hate kim as much as ſhe had ſup- 


poſed ſhe loved him. She longed to be 


alone to give way to her tears; and too 


artleſs till to diſguiſe her real ſentiments, 


ſhe tried the remainder of the evening, by 
- every innocent art, to captivate the man ſhe 


had once rejected. 


Adolphus, 
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Adolphus, who in the pure mind of 
Palmira ſaw a mirror that reflected every 
virtue, no longer paid the ſlighteſt atten- 


tion to the marked advances of Ermance; 


which Selicourt noticed and enjoyed, and 
now came to a ſerious reſolution to exert 
his talents for intrigue upon the gentle in- 
— Palmin. 
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CHAP. XI. 


— — 
— — — — — — 


1 T may now be neceſſary to return to Ba- 
zile, who, having ſpent three weeks at 


Havre, and wrote twice as many letters in 


that time to his father, began to be {eriouſly 
unealy at not receiving any anſwers ; not 
but he found he could have amuſed himſelt 


very we'l had he had plenty of money, but - 


the trifle the old ſurgeon had furniſhed him 
with was ſoon gone, and he was even at a 
loſs how to get back to Dunkirk. What 


could be the occaſion of his father's not writ- 

ing ?—he might be ill; but in that cafe he 

would moſt likely have ſent for him home, | 
at 
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as his ſiſter's could have wrote if he was 


unable. Berenger was no doubt returned, 
and, angry at having been left in the lurch, 
he might have turned informer; or Vaaval, 
anxious to diſplay his generoſity, might, 
notwithſtanding his ſolemn promiles, have 
revealed all he knew to Mr. de Melac. 


Theſe diſagreeable reſlections made Ba- 
zile very thoughtful. His dcjeetion was 


noticed by the relation at whoſe houſe he 


reſided. At firſt he ſolely attributed it to 
his fears for his father's health; and ex- 


preſſed his hopes the next poſt would relieve. 


his anxiety. This was ſo very plauſible an 


excule for his want of ſpirits, the whole fa- 
mily endeavoured to conſole him. At laſt 


his anxiety became ſo great, he ſaid he muſt 


ſet out to learn what had thus prevented his 
father from keeping his word with him; 


adding, he had promiſed to ſend him a bill 


| of credit. 
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His relations readily offered to ſupply his 


deficiency in the article of money; and next 


day he ſet out poſt upon his return, having 


aſſured them they ſhould hear from him in 
the courſe of a few days: As his impatience 


would not alloy him to ſtop an hour upon 


the road, his journey was far from agreeable; 
he particularly withed to know whetner his 
father had been made acquainted with his 
his late jaunt to Paris; felt he ſhould be 


very much at a loss to account for his ſmart 
cabriolet; but ſoon determined to drive to 


the poſt-houſe, and leave his carriage there ; 
as he was in boots, he might ſay he had rode 


from Havre, if his father did not know Van- 


val had lent him a carriage; he therefore 


came to reſolution to viſit the old ſurgeon 


before he went home, alighted at the poſt- 
Lo ale, and then haſtened to Vanval's. 


The old man had ſeen him coming; his 


ſiſter therefore, by his orders, went to the 
door; ſhe could only ſpeak Flemiſh, but 
made Bazile underſtand her brother was not 


5 5 
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at home. To have queſtioned her, he knew, 
would be uſeleſs, therefore turned haſtily 


from her, and not chuſing to knock at the 


great gates of the houſe his father had inha- 
bited, he walked into the clerks office, which 
communicated with the {ſtreet ; he found all 
thoſe he had left ſeated at their deſks ; but 


all ſcemed to c pres their e at leeing 


am. 


His firſt queſtion, addreſſed to the head 


clerk, was, Where is my father?“ 


They looked at each other, and the man 
he ſpoke to anſwered, © That is an excellent 
joke, Mr. Bazile, you ought to know beſt.“ 


I am not in a joking humour,” ſaid the 


offended Bazile, repeating. his queſtion, 


His "IRE or more properly frightened 


looks amuſed them fo much they burſt in- 
to laughter ; and the head clerk replied— 


| <« Mr. de Melac left Dunkirk fix weeks ago 


Sir,” 1 
TY 55 What 


0 
©! 
415 

5 


ti 


196 „ FALNIRA 


„What do you mean? where is he gone? 


Id d not know he was going nay: Journey 
when I left home.” 
If you real'y at are as ignorant as you pre- 


tend to be, Mr. Bazile,” faid the man, „ it 


is wonderiul? tut a:l my companions can 
vouch for the truth of what I have advanced. 
We cid not know he was going never to re- 
turn when he ſet out; indeed we only un- 
derſtood BY was golng into the country for a 
| few days.“ 


Gone, never to return! Why, where 


are 155 ſiſters?'“ 


morrow. 
OM Aftoriſbing!” 

6 Aud Madame des Ormes went with 
them, tir,” | TN 


Bazile wes abſolutely petrified, and re- 


_ manned filent for a minute or more before he 


ventured to put another queition ; then, in 


a trembl.ng voice, Pray who has the care 
of the buliacls during wy father”s abſence?” 
EY 5 5 95 The 
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The new Receive General, Cr, who is 1 
appointed in his ſtead, Mr. Aurelly.” 0 
« Aurelly !” repeated Bazile, © 1 have ſeen Ll 

that gentleman at my father's ; he will be 
able to ſatisfy my doubts pray where 
n he oe 
« At how believe, fir,” {aid the head 7 
clerk ; ſhall I enquire ?” 
"Pray 00.” 


«© The man foon returned—** Mr. Aurelly 
was within alone.“ 


Bazite went into the houſe, and upon de- 
claring his name, was ſhewn into the Recei- 
ver General's private ſtudy, who received 
him with the utmoſt politeneſs, and begged 

to know what had procured him the honour 
of this viſit, 


Bazile was very much at a loſs what to 
tay; at laſt he ſtammered out My father, 
I have been informed, fir, has reſigned the || 
place he fo lately held. „ : 
He has, fir,” ſaid Mr. - Aurelly, * WD 


z0 


1 


rn 


c And did he leave neither a letter nor 
meſſage for me, fir ?” 
8 None, that I know of, Mr. Baz; at 
leaſt none were committed to my care. 
Good heavens! what could have in- 
duced my father to keep me thus in igno- 
rance of his defigns, and eyen where he now 
is?“ ſaid the frightened Bazile, burſting into 
tears, 


Mr. Aurelhy ſeemed tte, and ap- 
peared to participate in his IT 


3 Bazile could ſpeaæ and don't ; 
you really know where can find my father, 


ſir d turning to that gentleman. 


« Upon my word, fir, I can only refer you 
| to the Duke de St. Piene, Miniſter des A 


fairs Etr angers, who did me the honour to 


appoint me to fucceed Mr. de Melac ; ; and 


who deſired me take poſſeſſion of every 
thing as it ſtood, as he would be account- 


able to my predeceſſor: his Grace my be 
able to ſatisfy your curioſity; I really am 


not; 


— 
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not; but ſhall be very happy to accommo- 


date you with an apartment during your ſtay. 


at Dunkirk, or till you have ſettled 1n your 
own mind what ſteps you mean to take.” 


The poor terrified Bazile was hardly able 
to thank the Receiver General for this polite 
offer; but ſaid, © certainly ſome of my fa- 
ther's former friends know where he is 
gone.” 


Finding he was not likely to gain any 
further information from Mr. Aurelly, he 
haſtened back to Vanval's, determined to 
Wait his return, in hopes he had heard from 
his father ſince his departure, though he re. 


flected he was at Paris, or at leaſt upon the 


road thither when Mr. de Melac left Dun- 
kirk. ir 


Vanval, who wiſhed him to ſee Mr. Au- 
relly firſt, knowing exactly the reception he 
would meet with, was now prepared to re- 
ccive him, welcomed him very cordially ; 

5 EY, then, 
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then, ſurveying his down-caſt looks, cried 


out—< I hope the cabriolet has not met with _ 


any misfortune ? but never mind, man, it it 
has, there are wheel-wrights and coach- 
makers in plenty at Dunkirk, fo it will be 

eaſily repaired. But how does your worthy 
father and all his good family, and where 
have they taken up their abode ? J long to 


hear what made my good friend leave Dun- 


kirk in ſuch a hurry. Come, fit down and 
an:wer all my queſtions.” | 


Beatle lacked aghaſt, and was unable to 


ſpcak. 


„Why, what ails you! * kit 8 by - 
4 believe vou are in need of my advice in 


the medical way,” taking his hand, and be- 


ginning to ſcel his pulſe : © you are very 
much agitated ; I belicve your muſt loſe a 


little blood.” e 


Baile again burſt into tears, and would 


have retired to one of the windo s, had not 


th 
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the ſurgeon made him fit down, when he en- 


quired very earneſtly what was the matter. 


« Can you tell me where my father is WW 
at laſt {obbed out Bazile. 


OT ſurgeon ſtarted at the queſtion.— 
* What, don't you come from Mr. de 
Melac ?” | | ; 


| Bazile ſhook his head. 


« Why you aftoniſh me! have you 


brought me the money I lent you ? prav 
Where 1s my carriage ? you have not ſold it 


I hope? 


« No, no, my dear friend, it is very ſafe 


at the poſt-houle,” 


« T am happy to hear that; but where 


are the three hundred livres I lent you?“ 


Bazile looked upon the ground. 
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« Why the money is not there,” ſaid the 
ſurgeon ;“ and you really don't know 
where Mr. de Melac now is?“ | 

Upon my honour I know no more than 
the child unborn,” ſaid Bazile. 

Had you never forfeited your word with 
that excellent man?“ ſaid the ſurgeon, I 
am certain you would not have been thus 
abandoned ; I really can't wonder at his be- 
haviour, when I reflect how undeſerving you 
have proved yourſelf of his paternal care. 


Young men like you are the ruin of their 


parents. Mr. de Melac was of my opinion, 
I ſuppoſe, ſo has prudeutly left you to ſhift 


for yourſelf ;, he, no doubt, has heard of 


your-late freaks, therefore gave up all hopes 
of your reformation... What do you mean 
to do? for I can aſſure you no one here 
knows either why or wherefore- your father 
left Dunkirk, nor where he now is. I have 
been ſtrict in my enquiries, anxious, as you. 
may ſuppote, about my money ;. ſo what 
do you. mean to, do? have you any caſh 
left 2”? 
VV 4 Only 
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Only fifteen livres; here it is in part; I 
will pay the reſt as as ſoon as I am able.” 

« No, no,” ſaid the ſurgeon, if that is 
all you have got, pray keep it ; I don't like 
to receive my debts by driblets. We muſk 
conſider what is to be done; I have a ſpare 
bed you ſhall occupy Julien's apart ment: 
and if we can't learn any tidings of your fa- 
ther, I think you mult follow his example, 


and commence ſurgeon; I will inſtruct you 
gratis, and receive the profits of your labour 


for the firſt two years, when you begin to 


practice.“ 


Vanval looked ſo ſerious, Bazile had not 
a doubt but what he was in earneſt; and, as 


he really neither knew what to do, or what 
courſe to ſteer, agreed to be totally guided 


by him, and do every thing he defired till 
his father once more deigned to acknowledge 
him. If he would but forgive his late un- 


pardonable errors, his only ſtudy in future 


ſhould be to deſerve his love, as he was now 


perfectly convinced his father had acted 
K 6 thus 
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thus to puniſh him for his hitherto incor- 
rigible follies. 


% Now you talk as Fog ought to do; 
bare you ſeen Mr. Aurelly.“ 

« Yes, my dear friend; and he referred 
me to {ome Duke who 155 appointed him 
in the place of my father. 

« Why I ſuppoſe, as every body cle 


does, the Duke de Civrac knows where 


Mr. de Melac i: 18, „and to him I would have 
you apply.” 


„Mr. Aurelly mentioned ſome other 


name; but I will ſet out immediately for 
Paris, and entreat the Duke de Civrac 
woul reheve me from my preſent borrid ſtate 
of ſuſpence.“ 
„Don't be in ſuch hafte,” ſaid Vanval ; 


filteen livres won't go a great way towards 
paying your travelling expences. Nor do 


I think you have any reaſon to expect his 
Grace will even receive you after your beha- 
viour at St. Juſte. For my own part, all 


+ 
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things conſidered, I rather think your father 


is gone back to Gaudaloupe ; ſo pray how 


are you to follow hun thither ?” 
% You can't ſuppoſe, my dear friend, 
he would, in that caſe, have left me be- 


hind ?” 


« Why he found you choſe to look upon 
yourlelf as your own maſter, and act, not 


according to his advice, but that of ſuch 
wiſe counſelors as Berenger and his friend; 
he no longer intends to {upport you 1n ex- 
travagance; you muſt now, I ſuppoſe, earn 


your money before you ſpend it. How- 
ever, as I fincerely pity you, and you know 
the old ſaying in for a penny, in for a pound, 
only have a little patience, and I will ac- 
company you to Paris myſelf; and ſhould 
we diſcover your father's retreat, who 
knows but, upon your giving me your 
word of honour, I may become reſpon- 


ſible for your future behaviour, and try to 


make matters up for you once more.” 


Bazile, 
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Bazile, very much pleaſed with theſe pro- 
miſes, made a thouſand proteſtations which 
he firmly determined to abide by. 


« Well, well,” ſaid the ſurgeon, © time 
will ſhew how much your word is to be de- 
pended upon; I have buſineſs to mind, fo 
you muſt excuſe me for ah hour or two; 
but, as you have taken nothing fince you 
came off your journey, my ſiſter ſhall make 
you ſome coffee,” 
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CHAP. XII. 


Ah. 


Th E ſurgeon retired to write an account 


to the Duke of Bazile's arrival, and what 


paſſed between them ; placed his behaviour 
and proteſtations in the moſt favourable 
light, and entreated his Grace's further in- 
ſtructions. 45 


This letter he diſpatched expreſs, and in 


three days received an anſwer by the ſame 


means; in which the Duke entreated he 


would ſet out immediately for Paris with 
the penitent Bazile, whom he would con- 
duct to the hotel de St. Firmin; here the 
Duke de Civrac would be very happy to ſee 

e | | him, 
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him, and would prepare Bazile for the ſur- 
priſe that awaited him. 


The moment the ſurgeon received theſe 
inſtructions, he told the penitent Bazile, he 
meant to ſet off next day with him for Paris. 
The young man had no longer a will of his 
own, and merely endeavoured to expreſs his 

gratitude for this unexampled kindneſs. 


During the three days he ſpent under his 
roof, he had never ventured without his door, 
not wiſhing to ſee any of his former friends 
in his preſent ſituation, while he was a ſort 
of dependant upon Vanval's bounty. He 


was very happy when he turned his back 
upon Dunkirk, and very thoughtful during 


their ) journey. 


The ſurgeon did not fail to a him 


o the various misfortunes he had met with 
the laſt time he travelled that road; and at 
Flixcourt he enquired aſter the horſe and 
cabriolet he had diſpoſed of; they were both 
1 By I "op 
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in being, and the landlord offered to reſtore 
them, if Bazile would repay him what he 
he had advanced, and a trifle for the 
keeping of his miſerable beaſt, who had 
not done him a day's work ſince he had 
him. The ſurgeon affured the man his 


young friend was not tempted to take ad- 


vantage of his kind offer; nor did he mean 
in future to truſt to his own {kill in horſe- 


fleſh. 


About two o'clock on the third day, they 
reached Paris; and as it was not much out 


o the way, topped firſt at the ſurgeon's old 


friend's to enquire after his nephew, and to 


leave their carriage; and from thence they 


proceeded on foot acroſs the Palais Royal to 
the hotel de St. Firmin. 


The ſurgeon had forgot, in his haſte to 
deliver up his chaiſe, that it was paſt his 
uſual dinner hour, till Bazile obſerved he 
was very dry; the fact was, he thought a 
few glaſſes of wine would raiſe his pine 


which 
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which were very much depreſſed, as his 
interview with the Duke de Civrac ap- 
| proached, and ſecretly wiſhed they might 
not find him at home; and even acknow- 
ledged to the ſurgeon he dreaded the 
thoughts of ſceing his Grace after what had 


paſſed between them at St. Juſte. The ſur- 


geon laughed at his fears, and told him, 
drinking wine juſt then would infallibly ſpoil 
his dinner, and he made no doubt they 
ſhould be aſked to dine at the hotel de St. 
Firmin. N 

Bazile by no means enjoyed Vanval's rail . 
lery, but dared not a reply. They ſoon 
reached the Rue de Richelieu, and upon 


delivering their names to the porter, were 


immediately admitted. 


While they waited in a lower apartment, 


the ſervant returned who was gone to carry 
up their names to Adolphus; Bazile faid, I 


had better ſtay below Mr. Vanval; you can 
explain Our errand to his Grace.“ This 
ff OP nn OR ws N 
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the ſurgeon did not chuſe to agree to, ſo 
upon the ſervant's entreating they would 
follow him up ſtairs, he fairly dragged the 
trembling youth into the dreſſing: room. 


Adolphus received them with his uſual 
politeneſs, though Bazile was hardly able to 
anſwer any of his kind enquiries. Vanval 


in his droll way, ſaid, [ muſt intreat your 


Grace would excuſe my young friend, he is 


in very great trouble, and we know of no one 


ſo likely to relieve his anxiety, which has 


brought us to Paris, ard induced us thus to 


intrude upon your time.“ 
ou may always command my beſt ſer- 
vices, Mr. Vanval; I ſhall be very happy if 
it is in my power to oblige you; pray pro- 
ceed.“ 


Bazile ſighed to find this kind ſpeech was 
merely addreſſed to the ſurgeon, who imme- 
diately related Bazile's return to Dunkirk, 
and his ſubſequent ſurpriſe ; and Adolphus 
had ſome difficulty to look ſerious during 
5 the 
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the recital, Vanval's remarks were ſo truly 
ludicrous. However, when he concluded, 
« ſince you have intereſted yourfelf in this 
young gentleman's behalf, Mr. Vanval, ] 
will ſee what can be done; he is certainly at 
preſent in a very aukward predicament, and 
u ler the greateſt obligations to your bene- 
volence.“ 


Bazile's eyes were lowered, his face was 
lengthened, and the colour forſook his 
cheeks.” 


Adolphus, turning to him, ſaid, © perhaps 

fir, you have not forgot what paſſed between 
us at St. Juſte; I think I then told you my 
precepts merely accorded with my practice. 
You have had the misfortune fince that time 
to loſe ſizht of your excellent father; and 1 
have lately had the inexpreſſible pleaſure of 
being reſtored to mine. You, I am well af- 
ſured, generally acted exactly contrary to 


your father's advice, nay poſitive orders; 
and 1 neither have, nor mean to take a ſtep 
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of any importance without firſt conſulting 


mine; if you are equally fortunate as my- 


ſelt, can you make a ſimilar reſolution?“ 


The tears ſtood in Bazile's eyes while he 
exclaimed, upon my honour, your Grace, 
J have made very ſerious promites to Mr. 
Vanval; and I [wear . 


Adolphus interrupted him; * the word 
of a man of a man of honour does not re- 


quire to be ratified with an oath, fir; I 
hope it is in my power to reconcile you once 
more to your offended father; but I muſt 
conſult the Duke de St. Piene, to whom I 
owe my birth. 


Bazile's countenance brightened by de- 
grees; his father was certainly in Paris, and 


no doubt enjoyed a much higher poſt than 
the one he had ſo lately held. The Duke 


de St. Picne was the nobleman Mr. Aurelly 
had referred him to; therefore either his 
Grace or his {on would, no doubt be able to 
make 
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make up the breach between him and his 
father. N 


« You ſhall immediately accompany me, 
gentlemen,” {aid Adolphus, © to the Duke's 
hotel, I don't wiſh to prolong Mr. Bazile's 
ſtate of ſuſpence; I can judge of my own 
feelings of his preſent ſufferings ;” giving 


orders for his carriage, he wrote three lines 


to the Duke to prepare him for their arri- 
val, and diſpatched his courier, with orders 
to make haſte. 


While the horſes were putting to, the 
Duke made a few enquiries. after his Dun- 
kirk friends, and liſtened to ſome of Van- 
val's anecdotes reſpecting the various noble 
families reſident there ; and in a quarter of 


an hour, proceeded with the ſurgeon and 
Bazile to the Miniſters : he was in his ſtudy | 


Adolphus was informed ; but fearful his 


note had not reached him, he left Vanval- 
and Bazile in an outer apartment, while be 
ſtept 
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ſtept forward to announce them, and found 
the Duke prepared to receive them. 


« Who is this great man?“ ſaid Bazile 
in a whiſper to Vanval the moment they 
were left alone. 


« The firſt man in the kingdom next our 
ſovereign,“ was the anſwer, * and the Duke 
de Civrac's father.“ 

Good heaven's! how am I to addreſs 
him? pray ſpeak for me, deareſt friend.“ 

Tou need no interpreter,” ſaid Vanval, 
de his Grace underſtands French.“ 


Bazile was not allowed time for an anſwer, 
as Adolphus returned, faying, pray walk this 
way, gentlemen, the Duke is rather buſy, 
but he will attend you in a few minutes.” 
Bazile took care to keep in the back 
ground, and remained juſt within the door, 
without daring to raiſe his eyes; the Duke 
de St. Piene was ſeated with his back to- 


wards 
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wards him, apparently buſy in looking over 


ſome. papers. 


Jou may tell your own flo, Mr. Ba- 


zile,” faid Adolphus in a low voice. 
Pray do me the favour to ſpeak for me, 
your Grace,” ſaid Bazile in the utmoſt agi- 


tation; © indeed, indeed J will ratify every 


promiſe you make in my behalf.” 
The Miniſter affected not to attend to 


their dialogue; and Adolphus ſtated the 


reaſons which had induced Mr. de Melac 
junior to apply to him; expatiated very 
feelingly upon bis ſorrow ; and protefled he 


- would readily become anſwerable for his fu- 


ture good behaviour, if he was Once more 


permitted to throw himſelf at his father's 


feet, to renew the promiſes he had made to 
him and Mr. Vanval. Have I expreſſcd 
your ſentiments, fir?” ſaid Adolphus, t. turn- 
ing to Bazile. . 
Les, indeed, your Grace; 1 vill“ 


. 
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At that moment he met his father's eyes; 
his amazement exceeded all deſcription ;—he 
rather retreated than advanced, till the ſur- 
geon pulled him forward, and bid him re- 
member what the Duke de Civrac had de- 
clared. Thus rouſed, the aſtoniſhed Bazile 
fell upon his knees, began to ſay ſomething, 
but his ſurpriſe and confuſion were ſo great, 
he was unable to articulate diſtinctly. 


Had the Duke de St. Piene given way to 
his feelings, he would have raiſed the peni- 
tent and preſſed him to his boſom ; but he 
was too well acquainted with Bazile's diſpo- 
fition to dare give him ſuch convincing 
proofs of his love; he therefore deſired him, 
in a calm voice, to riſe. 


The tears flowed plentifully down his 
cheeks, and he took his father's hand, which 
he raiſed in filence to his lips, while the 
Duke ſaid—* for the laſt time I forgive 
you Bazile; but remember it is upon cer- 
tain conditions; ; your brother has offered to 
3 . become 
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become anſwerable for your future conduct; 
but I relicve him from the kind engage. 
ment till remember you ſtand equally 
bound by the promiuee you allowed him to 
make in your name. 


Bazile was perfectly at a loſs to compre- 


hend his father's meaning; he did not know 
he had a brother; but concluded he was 


either in a dream, or his father muſt be out 
of his mind ; for it did not occur to him the 
Duke de St. Piene and Mr. de Melac were 
one and the ſame perſon. He had ſuppoſed, 
inſtead of being, as ke expected, introduced 
to his Grace, that the Duke de Civrac had 


led him to his father, who heid ſome diſtin- 


guiſhed poſt under the miniſter: he there- 


fore looked firſt at one, then at the othei, as 
if for an explanation; when Adolphus, tak- 
ing his hand, © 1 will explain every thing 
to you by and by, as I am certain you will 
now be every thing our father, the Duke de 


St. Piene, can with.” 


Bazile 
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Bazile felt his boſom ſwell with pride at 
this apoſtrophe, though he was ſtill rather at 
a loſs to underſtand his brother. He made 


no ſcruple of renewing, in the moſt ſolemn 


terms, his late promiſes. 


J am perfectly ſatisfied, faid the Duke, 


if your actions do but correſpond with your 


profeſſions. I am acquainted with your late 
journey to Paris; I was in the carriage which 
paſſed you on Flixcourt-h1ll, and enjoyed the 


puniſhment you met with ; I heard your 


boaſting at Amiens, for I was in the next 


room, and knew where you reſided during 
your ſtay at Paris—how you ſpent your 
time, and when and how left it; thanks to 


my kind friend here. Judge how proud the 


Duke de Civrac and myſelf muſt have been 


to acknowledge the relationſhip : reflect, 


Bazile, how many times your follies have 
made me bluſh to own you were my fon.” 


| Bazile 3 his wall ſhould become 
Bis guide in future and having rather reco- 
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vered from bis ſurpriſe, began to fancy he 


ſaw through every thing—the Duke de 


Civrac had married Erneſtine—had pro- 
cured his preſent place and title for his fa- 
ther- in- law. Proud of this ſuppoſed diſco- 
very, turning to Adolphus —* may ] be per- 
mitted to enquire after my ſiſter, your Grace, 
and to add my ten to thoſe of 
your other acquaintance— 

« Upon being thus happily reſtored to 
my father,“ ſaid Adolphus with a ſmile, 
convinced he was unacquainted with his re- 
cent marriage; „ accept mine in return 


upon the events of the laſt half hour. But 


as you are yet in ignorauce of many things, 


it is neceflary you ſhuuld be made acquainted 


wich, I will, with the Duke's leave, enter 


into a few details that will enlighten you— 
. Tepzating in a fe words what the reader is 


already informed of reſpecting his father's 
| hiſtory. 
Well 1 proteſt, ” ſaid Bazile, when he 


had concluded, $1 ane you had married 


Erneſtine.“ 
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And now,“ ſaid the Duke de St. Piene, 


I truſt this agreeable diſcovery, for ſuch I 


know you think it, will prevent your aſſo— 
ciating with ſuch low fellows as thoſe who 
accompanied you to Paris: but at the ſame 


time let me ſeriouſly defire you would not 
fall into the oppoſite extreme, as I hardly 
know which I deſpiſe moſt, a low rake, or 


an impertinent coxcomb, who. fancies his 
rank gives him a right to be infolent with 
impunity. Your ſhare of your mother's 


fortune has purchaſed a ſeat which entitles 
you to the appellation of the Count de Mon- | 


teſſon.“ 


Notwithſtanding Bazile's humble looks, 


and recent proteſtations, he could not help 
drawing himſelf up when he learnt theſe 
agreeable tidings ; his countenance partook 


of the joy he felt, and a thouſand pleafing 


ideas ruſhed into his mind. 


The Duke, who was a perfect judge of 
his diſpoſition, law the effect his communi— 
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cation had upon him, and checked ſome of 
his riſing hopes by adding“ don't ſuppoſe, 
Haile, becauſe you will in future be ad- 
dreſſed by Monſieur le Comte, and are the 
{on of a Duke, I ſhall allow you to idle away 
your time in the lazy manner you have 
done ſince your arrival in France. You 
have many things to learn for the line of life 
I mean you to adopt, for I am certain you 
won't have any objection to going into the 
army: but depend upon it you ſhall riſe by 
your merit, and learn to obey before you 
are permitted to command : and remember 
you will find the Duke de St. Piene a more 
ſevere father than Mr. de Melac, ſhould you 
give me any reaſon to exert either my power 

or authority. Come, my dear Vanval, let 
me conduct you to the Ducheſs; I ſhall 
never be able to repay the obligations you 


have laid me under; but remember I en- 


treat you would often put me to the teſt; 


you will ever find me as ready to ferve you 


as you have been to ſerve me and mine.” 


His Grace then expatiated very w armly Gy 


: | upon 
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upon the Ducheſs's excellent qualities, and 
the regard ſhe expreſſed and felt for Madame 
de Melac's children; and he once more 
warned Bazile not to diſappoint the ſan- 


guine hopes ſhe had formed of his refor- 
mation. 


Ihe youth bowed affent, and followed his 
brother, father, and Vanval into the fakoon, 


It has already been remarked, he was far 
from a bad figure, though rather too effemit- 
nate in his appearance; his humble looks 
prepoſſeſſed the Ducheſs very much in his 
favour ; ſhe re:eived him with the utmoſt 
kindneſs, and preſented him to the lovely 


Palmira, the only perſon preſent with whom 


he was unacquainted, and who had formed 

a much higher opinion than he deſerved of 
her huſband's brother. Erneſtine and Cle- 
mence were very glad to fee him, and Ma- 
dame de Franval welcomed his arrival with 
her uſual cordiality. 


L 4. | After 
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After the firſt compliments, the Ducheſs 
engaged him in diſcourſe, and tried by 
her unaffected familiarity to ingratiate her- 
ſelf into his eſteem; during which Cle- 
mence apprcached Adolphus, who was lean- 
ing over the back of Palmira's chair, addreſſ- 


1 g him in a low voice how ſhould I have 
liked to have been in your place for the laſt 


half hour, Duke; how did Bazile look when 


he learnt our father was ſo great a man? do, 


dear lifter, taking the hand of the ſmiling 


Palmira, make him tell us all that paſſed this 


afternoon.” 


Adolphus laughed at his lovely fiſter, 


and promiſed to oblige her, juſt to con- 


vince her Bazile was now truly deſerving her 
: eſteem. 


M Oh, dare fay he made a thouſand pro- 
miſes in a breath,” ſaid ſhe; but time 
only will diſcover whether he means to keep 
them, 1 know he is reflecting more upon 


his 
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his new title now, than what ewe Ducheſs 
is ſaying to him. 


The appearance of the maitre d'hotel who 
came to announce that dinner was upon 
table, put a ſtop to Clemence's volubility; 
and the whole party adjourned into the eat- 
ing room : and as Bazile was totally rein- 
ſtated in his father's good graces, he had an 
elegant apartment allotted him, and a valet 
and foot man already engaged, entered upon 
their reſp Pe e duties. 


At firſt Bazile thought himſelf the hap- 
pleſt of mortals ; addreſſed as my Lord, and 
to have ſervants obedient to his orders, was 
a luxury he had never yet enjoyed ; but he 
ſoon began to draw compariſons between - 
himſelf and his brother; he had a houſe, | 
numerous ſuite, and a variety of carriages at 
his command; and ſtill ſo much his ſuper ior, 
he was forced to treat him with the greateſt 
reſpect, which was truly mortifying to the 
5 newly: created Count. Beſides he could not 
e dazzle 
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his new title now, than what the Ducheſs 
is ſaying to him. 


The appearance of the maitre d'hotel who 
came to announce that dinner was upon 
table, put a ſtop to Clemence's volubility ; 
and the whole party adjourned into the eat- 
ing room : and as Bazile was totally rein- 
ſtated in his father's good graces, he had an 


elegant apartment allotted him, and a valet 


and footman already engaged, entered upon 
their reſpective duties. 


At Grſt Bazile thought himſelf the hap- 
pieſt of mortals; addreſſed as my Lord, and 


to have ſervants obedient to his orders, was 


a luxury he had never yet enjoyed; but he 


ſoon began to draw compariſons between 
himſelf and bis brother; he had a houſe, 


numerous ſuite, and a variety of carriages at 


his command; and ſtill ſo much his ſuper ior, 


he was forced to treat him with the greateſt 


reſpect, which was truly mortify ing to the 
newly- created Count, Beſides he could not 
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dazzle any of his former friends with his pre- 


ſent ſplendor ; and, notwithſtanding his fa- 
ther's remonſtrances, he would have enjoyed 


looking down upon Berenger, and ſome of 


his Engliſh companions. He however knew 
it would be uſeleſs to murmur, ſo endea- 
voured to bear his mortification with the beſt 
face he could aſſume. 


Palmira had now been upwards of a fort- 
night an inhabitant. of the Miniſter's hotel, 


and had made an intereſt in the hearts of 


the whole family; the dignified, yet gentle, 
 artleſs ſimplicity of her manners, and the 
| excellence of her heart and temper, made 


her univerſally beloved and eſteemed. Er- 
neſtine and Clemence were particularly at- 
tached to her, and each looked up to her as 


a model worthy of imitation. As for Ba- 


zile he would have paid the profoundeſt re- 
ſpect to Madame de St. Piene's monkey, 
had ſhe kept one; he was therefore particu- 


larly polite to her favourite Palmira. 


* ae. ag 8 . 
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Adolphus, of courſe, ſpent the greater 
part of the day at his father's; and in the 


evening, though the ſecret was {till ſtrictly 


"obſerved, and Palmira was fo ſoon to be in- 
troduced into the beau monde, her family 
were the only vilitors the Duchels choſe to 
' receive. Ermance was often with her ſiſter, 
as her viſits to PaJmira aflorded her an op- 
portunity of ſeeing Adolphus, who {or ob- 
_ vious reaſons, ſeldom vifited at the hotel de 
Neufpont. 


ol 


Selicourt {til} paid his court to Ermance; n 
and the preparations for the double mar- 


riages were in great forwardneſs. He often 
accompanied her to the Min'ifier's hotel, 
and with all the art and fineſſe he was maſ- 


ter of, endeavoured to convince Palmira ſhe 
was the magnet that drew him thither ſo 


frequently; but ſhe either did not or would 


not underſtand him ; he rather hoped it was 


the former, and determined to ſpeak plainer, 


but uufortunately he never could meet with 


her alone, bon 
1 | 60 + Palmira 
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Palmira had no idea of love for any other 


man than the one ſhe had been taught to oa 
look up to as a ſuperior being, and her regard TO 
for her kuſband 1ncreated daily; in ſhort, | | 


whether prelent or abſent he was always up 


permoſt in her thoughts. f 
| Ermance ſoon penetrated her lover's de- 
ſign, and began to hate him moſt cordially, 
though ſhe ſecretly wiſhed he might ſuc- 1 
ceed, while ſhe thought there was a poſhbi- 2 
lity it might be in her power to conſole { 
Adolphus for her ſiſter's detection. | 
Bazile was no ſooner introduced to Selt- 1 

court, than he thought him the moſt amiable 

man he had ever ſeen; his dreſs ſtruck him 
in particular, and his car:iage was juſt ſuch — * 
a one as he meant to bave when he was his +: 

own maſter. This induced him to cultivate | 

the Count's friendſhip with the moſt unre- 
mitting attention. The gay coxcomb was re 
KW firlt flattered, then amuſed by his beba- pl 
viqur. | of 


Bazile, 
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Bazile, as has been already proved, was 


no Machiavel. The Count therefore, 
thinking he might be of effential ſervice to 
him in the plan he had in view, and affected 
a ſimilarity of ſentiments in his favour, and 
in a veiy ſhort time became his confident; 
and finding he was now doing penance for 


his paſt follies, the Count laughed at the 


promiſes he had made his father; told him 
all ſuch nonſenſe was mere words of courſe ; 
declared Bazile was the counterpart of him- 
ſelf, and the Duke de St. Piene of his old 
father : aſked him if he thought Adolphus 
was as ſanctified among his own friends as 
| before the Duke and Ducheſs. 


Baile proteſted he believed he was, as he 
led a moſt regular lite at Dunkirk before the 
late diſcovery had taken place. 


« So do I, my dear friend, when with my 


regiment ; I am a colonel as well as Adol- 
phus, and equally obliged to ſet my inferior 


officers a good example. But at Paris the 


Duke 
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Duke de Civrac is no ſaint, believe me; 
more fool if he was, with his income and to- 
tally his own maſter. His marriage, like 
mine, is the mere reſult of family arrange- 
ments; our hearts are not concerned in 
that buſineſs ; and your brother has diſpoſed 
of his in favour of a beautiful girl he has 
lately taken into keeping. You ſee I put 
the greateſt faith in your diſcretion; he 
thinks you too young to let you into his 
ſecrets. I find you have a heart as prone 
to miſchief as any of us gay fouls; but keep 
up appearances with the old folks, Bazile, 
keep up appearance; follow your brother's 
example in that reſpect; it is excellent fun 
to dupe ſuch good ſouls.“ 8 
„ True, true, my dear friend,” ſaid the 
delighted Bazile ; © but is it not very hard 
I am obliged to dedicate my mornings to 
ſtudying tactics and fortification, becauſe I 
am going into the army ? ꝰꝰ | 

« Why, your father has ſtrange notions, 
my dear fellow; and Adolphus has conned 
over all thoſe ſtupid leſſons—ſo have I; 
| there 
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there is no remedy but patience. - In ano- 
ther month I will introduce you to a ſet of 
bucks, who will learn you how to ſpend your 
evenings; at preſent I am rather confined 


myſelf. 


This promiſe gained him the heart of 
Bazile ; who, without knowing it, became, 
by the Count's artful infinuations, a ſort of 
{py upon the actions of Adolphus, who was 
very much 1n Selicourt's way ; if he was not 
with Palmira when the Count when in, he 
was ſure to make his appearance in the 

courſe of a few minutes; a ſure fign the 

Count told Bazile he was jealous, and it 
would be excellent fun to torment him a 

little; a very ſhort time would now put it 
out of the Count's power to exert his talents 

for intrigue, once the huſband of Ermance, 
it would no longer be of any ule to try t. to 
gain the heart of Palmira. 


An opportunity offered, which revived all 
his former hopes. Bazile informed him, he 
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had heard his father and mother talk about 
the latter's going to the Mont St. Michel in 
Normandy, to examine a ſtate priſoner; and 
at all events he underſtood Adolphus would 
be abſent two or three nights. 


Selicourt was delighted with this intelli- 
gence, though he did not chuſe to commn- 
nicate all the pleaſure it gave him to Bazile; 
merely hinted, he ſhould like of all things 
to have half an hour's private converſation 
with Palmira, juſt to learn her opinion of 
the Duke : ſhe ſeemed à poor, weak, filly, 
girl, but be ſhould ſoon diicover whether ſhe 
was in love with her intended ſpoule ; men- 
tioned her former intentions of taking the 
veil, which ſhe had reluctantly given up to 


oblige her relations, when it was found Er- 
mance would not ſupply her place; laughed 


very heartily at the conſternation her declara- 


tion in his favour had occaſioned; and alſur- 


ed him Adolphus was ſtill in love with her; 
c therefore if I can but pique her ſufficiently 
the will, ten to one, turn her thoughts to- 


wards 
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wards him; and as for me, I care fo little 
for either ſiſter; I would toſs up for them 
to-morrow if he choſe.” 


Bazile enjoyed the idea of promoting any 
miſchief, or any thing to deranze his father's 
wiſe diſpoſitions; therefore engaged lo far 
to promote his friend's ſcheme as to pro- 
cure him an interview with Palmira, by in- 
troducing him privately aſter the family 
was in bed. 


The Count imiled at this exceſs of zeal; 
but aſſured him he did not wiih to put his 
friendſhip to ſo ſevere a teſt ; he only en- 
treated he would let him know if Paimira 
ſhould chance to be left at home alone, or 
with his fiſters during the Duke's abſence : 
in the latter caſe, Bazile muſt undertake to 


amuſe them, while he ſounded the bride 
elect. 


Bazile, by no means conſcious how defi- 
cient he was in point of talents for ſuch ſort 


of 
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of intrigues, promiſed tõ remove every ob- 
ſtacle which might ſtand in the Count's 
way ; he would even, if he found no other 
means of gratifying his defires, intreat Pal- 
mira to grant his brother, who ſhould be juſt 
returned, a few minutes private audience, 
and introduce the Count in his ſtead. 


Selicourt defied him to do nothing raſhly, 
and promiſed to ſpend the following day at 


a neighbouring coffee-houſe, where Bazile 


could give him. inſtant notice of Palmira's 


being alone; but on that day on which 


Adolphus left Paris, the Ducheſs and three 


young ladies dined and ſpent the evening 
with Madame des Ormes. On the next, 
the Miniſter told the Ducheſs he ſhould ſet 


out for Verſailles as ſoon as he had break- 
faſted, and did not expect to be at home till 


late; it was therefore ſettled, that the 
Ducheſs and the young folks ſhould dine 


with the Dowager Ducheſs. 


Bazile 
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Bazile was very much vexed, and imme- 
diately diſpatched a note to communicate 
this diſagreeable intelligence to the Count; 
but hoped, as they mult return early, an op- 


portunity might occur in the courſe of the 
evening. | 


Palqmira had promiſed to have ſome pri- 
vate converlation with Ermance during the 
day; and as ſoon as ſhe underſtood they 
were to dine at the Val de Grace, ſhe ſent 
her word the could not ſee her before ſeven 
o'clock, but would devote the whole even. 
ing to her. 


Ermance was exceſſively diſappointed, as 
ſhe had fully determined to open her heart 
to her ſiſter during the Duke's abſence ; but 
ſent an anſwer back by the ſervant to entreat 


ſhe would return as early as poſſible from her 


dinner viſit, as ſhe had ſomething of the ut- 
molt importance to talk over with her. 


Palmira | 
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Palmira wondered what this mighty ſecret 
could be, but ſent her ſiſter word ſhe might 
depend upon her being at home, and ready 
to receive her by half paſt ſix, at lateſt. 
She then ſhewed the note to the Duchels, 
who faid ſhe would return home by herſelf, 


and ſpend the evening 7ete-a-teze with her 
ſiſter, as ſhe and her daughter would take 


the opportunity to pay a few neceſſary, but 
very formal viſits. 


Bazile overheard this arrangement, and ſent 
a ſecond note to the Count to inform him, if 
he could but get the ſtart of Ermance, he 


might entertain Paimira as long as he pleaſed, 


for he would be in the way to receive the 
former, and would aſſure her Palmira was not 
| yet returned, and ſo prevent her from break- 
ing in upon them. 


The Count paid him a ſhort viſit upon 
receipt of his laſt meſſage, and gave him 
every proper inſtruction upon the occaſion, 
as it was particularly neceſſary there ſhould” 
not ſeem to pe any colluſion among them. 
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Aoporenvs, ever cager to ferve his 
king and his father, or his friends, never 
ſtopped till he reached the place of his defli- 
nation”; ſoon finiſhed the buſineſs he went 
upon, and returned with equal ſpeed. He 
reached Paris the day after he had left, and 
before his father was returned from Verſailles, 
drove to his own hotel, and from thence 
walked to the Miniſter's, entered by a pri- 
vate door he had had the key of fince his 
marriage, and not finding the Duke in his 
ſtudy, and being informed by one of his ſe- 
cretaries where the ladies had dined, went 
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up a ſmall ſtaircaſe communicating with 
Palmira's dreffing room, where he deter- 
mined to wait her return. There was a 
good fire, and a Turkey fopha, as in moſt 
French Boudoirs, in a receſs, covered by an 
elegant canopy : he fat down near the fire; 
but as it was too dark to read, and not chuſ- 
ing to ring for lights, and finding himſelf 


very much fatigued, he flung himſelf upon 


the fſopha, thinking they might make it late 
before they returned; and the profound 


ſilence that reigned throughout the hotel, 
S CF” | 


ſoon made him forget himſelf; he had let 
the curtains down over him, fearful of catch- 
ing cold, and becauſe he wiſhed to enjoy the 
ſurpriſe of Palmira when ſhe came in and 
found him returned fo much ſooner than ſhe 
expected him. 


He had not lain long before he was awoke 
by ſomebody in the room putting the fire to 
rights; he concluded it was one of the {cr- 
vants, but put by the curtain to have a peep, 
and ſaw Palmira taking a chair, and diſmiſ- 

* 1 


AND ERMANCE. 239 
ing her maid, who had placed lights upon 
the table. He was afraid of jumping up, 
leſt he might alarm her; and was deliberat- 
ing. how he ſhould diſcover himſelf, when he 
heard a gentle tap at the door, which in- 
duced him to lie ſtill till he found who this 
unwelcome intruder was. Palmira called 

out, © Come in Ermance, how can you be ſo 
ceremonious?“ | 


She was proceeding, when the appearance 9 
of the Count de Selicourt, adorned for con— } 
queſt, cut her phraſe.—< It is not your .l 
ſiſter, my charming Paimira,” was kis fi. ſt 
words, ſhutting the door alter Him. 


Palma, of whole countcnance the Duke 
Bad a very full view through the opening of 
the curtains, locke exceſfively ſurpriſed, 
and ſaid, where is Ermance, Count, and 
what has prevented her from coming?“ 

« My guardian angel, lovely Palmira,” 
{aid Selicourt, {eizing her hand; “but don't 


be 
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be vneaſy, ſhe will moſt ets be. here 
by and by.” | 11.85 


Adolphus never felt himſelf leſs inclined 


to move; a ſentiment he would not have 
choſen to acknowledge made him hardly 
breathe : beſides, as matters ſtood, he re- 
flected it would ſeem very ſtrange were he to 


be diſcovered concealed in Mademoiſelle de 
Moncove's dreſſing- room. He longed very 


much to have boxed the Count's ears ; but 


fearful of giving way to that propenſity, he 
determined to wait with patience the iſſue 


of the viſit ; it was at at all events very un- 

expected. He had the ſatisfaction to diſco- 
ver the Count reached a chair for Palmira, 
and placed another for himſelf near it ; and 
thinking he ſhould not bave much time al- 
lowed him to diſplay his eloquence, he de- 


clared his invincible paſſion for her in the 
moſt florid pompous terms. Pity alone, 


_ adorable Palmira, induced me to accede to 
the Marquis de Neufpont's propoſals in fa- 
vour of Ermance; my heart at that time 

| E 55 5 | was 
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was perfectly free; I had not yet ſeen you 
you, who are doomed to make me the moſt 
fortunate or moſt miſerable of human beings. 
May I hope a wiſh to oblige your parents 
has induced you to receive the vows of your 
-I won't ſay preſent lover, becauſe that is 
a. ſentiment the Duke de Civrac would moſt 
| likely ſcorn to acknowledge; at leaſt I am 
convinced he never felt its influence, if lam 
not deceived.” 


1 


Palmira, having liſtened with wonder and 
aſtoniſnment, now interrupted him ;—* are 
you in your right ſenſes, Count, or what docs 
all this nonſenſe mean?“ 5 
« I am raving, lovely "7 IR BY actually 
raving mad, moſt charming of your ſex, 
when ] reflect ſo much beauty, and ſuch rare 
accompliſhments, may fall to the lot of that 
inſenſible marble-hearted Duke de Civrac: 
you are but little acquainted with the man 
whom you are doomed to wed : you have, 
no doubt, been kept in ignorance of, the 
Violent paſſion he Profeſſed kor your after, 
V.OL. 111. M mhen 
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when he learned you intended to take the 

veil; and he has now, with equal eaſe, trans- 

ferred his vows and ſtock of love-phraſes 
to you. Since your fortune will in all 
probability be much larger than your ſiſter's, 
his. real devoirs are paid to the caſtle of 
Queſnoy and the adjacent lands, his oſten- 
ſible ones to your beauty,” 


« Palmira had come to a determination 
to near the Count out; but, loſing all pa- 
tience, ſhe exclaimed—< I am perfectly at a 
loſs, Count, to fathom your meaning, and 
hope I have miſunderſtood you. I know 
that my preſent lover, the Duke de Civrac, 
was very much ſtruck with my ſiſter ; and 

probably had their ſentiments been recipro- 

cal, ſhe would by this time have borne his 

name. But whatever might be my motives 
for taking the veil, I was not actuated by 
any diſlike towards his Grace, whoſe charac- 
ter and moral principles I ever revered be- 
fo e a greater intimacy induced me to diſ- 

pate of my heart! in his favour. I am thus 
5 candid ; 
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candid, becauſe you might ſuppoſe caprice, 
not choice, led me to the altar. I have 


every reaſon. to believe you have endea- 


voured to perſuade my ſiſter you were very 
much in love with her; but I don't wiſh to 
make any enquiries into the ſtate of your 

heart; therefore, as we can have nothing 


farther to ſay to each other at preſent, and as 
I am not in the habit of receiving viſitors, 
particularly from gentlemen who do not 
come in a general way to the reſt of the fa- 


mily, allow me to wiſh you a good even- 


ing; and let me hope your future conduct 
to my ſiſter, will induce me to forget what 


Tam ory to ſay has not miſed you in my 


eſteem.“ 


The Count loſt great part of his aſſur- 


ance; but proteſted he would not leave her 
tall ſhe had pronounced. his pardon. 


« You ought: to be ſatisfied with what I 


have already ſaid, Count; I do not wiſh a 


eren to whom J am, and expect ſoon to 
5 M. 2 be: 
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be nearer related, leflened in the opinions of 


any of my family.” 


« Amiable Palmira, every word you utter 
increaſes my regret; can you blame me for 
the involuntary homage my heart has forced 
me to pay your charms.” | 

« Don't force me to deſpiſe you Count,” 
{aid the now indignant Palmira ; pray leave 
me, your viſit is as improper as it is unwel- 
come. Surely my behaviour during our 


ſhort intimacy has not given reaſon to ſup- 
poſe you might take ſuch liberties with im- 


punity,“ 


Selicourt, finding it in vain to hope to 


bring her into his way of thinking, now only 
wiſhed to make an honourable retreat. He 


ſummoned all his wonted affurance to is 


aſſiſtance, began to laugh, and aſked her if 


ſhe really thought him in earneſt? “ you 
have lived in a convent, and imbibed fo 


many monaſtic notions, my dear couſin, you 


can't underftand a joke.“ 
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Such abſurd levity is ſtill more diſagree- 

able than your former behaviour, Count; 

therefore if you don't chuſe to retire, I ſhall 
ring the bell.” 


The Count caught her hand, and by way 


of making a laſt effort to convince her of his 
paſſion, preſſed it ſo hard ſhe was nearly 
ſcreaming out with pain, and fo provoked 
her ſhe fairly made a catch at the bell. The 


matter was now become too ſerious to allow] 


him to leave the room without having ob- 


tained her promiſe to bury all that paſſed in 


_ oblivion : he therefore ſtept between her 
and the bell, and threw himſelf upon one 


knee before her. At that moment the door 
flew open, and in came Ermance, calling 
out“ Oh, my dear Palmira——” There 


ſhe ſtopped, and ſtood rivetted to the ſpot. 


— Adolphus (who had thought of ſhewing 
_ himſelf every moment for the laſt ten 


minutes, only every ſucceeding inſtant 


Increaſed the eſteem and admiration he 
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ſelt for his now beloved Palmira, and re- 
ſtrained him kicking the worthleſs Count 
down ſtairs,) ſeized this moment of general 
conſternation to flip from the ſopha ; and, 
as the door was ſtill open, Ermance and Pal- 
mira almoſt fancied he had followed the for- 
mer: but Selicourt was ſtill kneeling oppo- 
ſite to his Grace. Appearances, however, 
ſeemed to break the ſpell that had hitherto 
rendered the others motionleſs. Palmira 
ſnatched away her band, and ſprung into his 
arms; and the Count jumped up and burſt 

into a moſt violent fit of laughing, flung 

0 himſelf 3 into a chair, N his ſides. 


This ſtrange behaviour made Errmance 
look firſt at one, then at the other, with in- 
_ creaſed wonder and amaze; neither knowing 
nor hardly gueſſing what all this meant. At 

Jaſt ſhe ſaid—* So, good folks, I am arrived 
juſt in time for the concluſion of your farce ; 

was it performed to excite my omar & ? uf ſo, 

it has miſſed it's am. - 


W | Palmira 
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Palmira having given way to her momen- 
tary joy, dreaded the conſequence of her 
Adolphus having overheard any part of the 
Count's diſcourſe, or even having caught 
him in ſo improper an attitude, as ſhe per- 
ceived his eyes almoſt darted fire, while he 
contemplated the Count in the height of his 
affected mirth. Indeed the Duke hardly 
knew what to think, and was very much at 
a loſs to guels what the Count wiſhed them 
to underſtand, At laſt the latter was able 
to exclaim, wiping his eyes while he ſpoke, 
« I never ſucceeded better in my life; even 
Palmira began to be ſtaggered.” _ 

Well,“ ſaid Ermance, © I ſuppoſe by 
and by I ſhall hear what you ſeem to pride 
yourſelf ſo much upon, Count, elucidated ; 
for at preſent I am wofully in the dark. I 
thought you had been alone, Palmira.— 
When did your Grace return?“ 

*« Not more than half an hour ago, ma- 
dam,” ſaid Adolphus. 1 


„„ The 
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The Count preſumed he muſk have come 
in privately, as Bazile had aſſured him there 
was no foul but Palmira at home when he 
arrived. Having had his laugh out, to al- 
low himſelf time for reflection, he ſaid, 1 
never took three people in ſo well in my life; 
I muſt go upon the Rage; it does not fig- 
nify, I was born an actor.“ 
II believe you were,” ſaid Ermance, Who 
now began really to think the whole was a 
joke. 


Though Adolphus was by no means 
the dupe of the flimſy artifice, ſtill as his 
paſſion abated, he tried for many reaſons, 
ſituated as they both were, to affect to credit 
what he ſaid; therefore, with as much indif- 

ference as he could aſſume, told him if his 
talents were known, he would be es 
very liberal terms. 


Palmira, who 10 been very much hurt, 
and was convinced he had not began in joke, 
remained filent. 


: Sw 
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Selicourt. thus illuſtrated: “ T ſaw you 


returning alone in the Ducheſs's carriage, my 


dear little ſiſter, guſt as { reached this hotel, 


and followed you in; I was going to the ho- 
tel de Neufpont, but determined juſt to en- 


quire after your health before I proceeded, 
in hopes you would make me the bearer of a 
meſſage to your ſiſter; for though my heart 
| has been at the hotel de Neufpont theſe two 
days, I have been prevented from paying my 
accuſtomed devoirs; but a multiplicity of 
buſineſs muſt plead my excuſe: however, 
the moment I entered this room, I heard 


ſomething move upon the ſopha; convinced 


it was either your Grace or Ermance, I de- 


termined to puniſh whichever of you had 


choſe to hide yourſelves; but in a few ſe- 
conds I diſcovered who was playing at hide 


and ſeek, and this confirmed me in my reſo- 
lution. And as you gave me to under- 


ſtand, Mademoiſelle, you expected your ſiſ- 
ter, depend upon it you would not have got 


rid of me, till one, or both, had made their 
appearance. 1 heard Ermance haſtening 
3 MS towards 


— — — — — _ ——— — 
- — ——— — —-—᷑—ę—ę᷑— —— 2 
— ä — z —̃ H—¾4 
2 


= PALMIRA 


towards the a and the moment I heard 
her hand upon the lock, I was upon my 
5 knee. My levity may appear inexcuſable 
in ſome reſpects, but you muſt forgive what 
is abſolutely conſtitutional; and as you 
choſe to turn ſpy, your Grace, you certain- 


ly deſerved the little puniſhment you met 
with.“ 


The Duke took his proffered hand, and 


affected to think all he had urged irrefre- 


gable arguments in extenuation of his be- 
haviour. In fact he had no alternative, he 
muſt either have called him out, or have 
appeared reconciled to his folly; and as he 
moſt . cordially deſpiſed him, he thought him 
+ almoſt beneath his ſerious notice. Pal- 
mira choſe to follow his example; and Se- 


licourt was even aſhduoufly attentive to 
Ermance. 


e e explained how he came to be 
concealed : the Snunt, convinced, in a 
f whiſper, 
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whiſper to his miſtreſs, aſked her what ſhe 
. thought of her peeviſh ſiſter's behaviour? 


Thus was Ermance's intention of declar-- 
ing her averſion for him totally fruſtrated ; 
and her vanity made her liſten to him 
with ſomething like pleaſure, fearful Palmira 
ſhould ſuppoſe | it poſſible he really was in 
earneſt. 


The family ſoon returned home. Adol- 
phus retired for a ſhort time with his fa- 
ther, and they joined the party at ſupper, 
at which Selicourt and Ermance were pre- 

| ſent; the former took an opportunity of 
following Bazile out of the room, and be- 
gan to abuſe him for having let him de 
taken by furpriſe telling him in a few + 
words, he had been very fortunate engl 
the Whole, 


iy 


Bazile declared Ermance muſt have deen 
concealed as well as his brother, for he had 
; Ls deen 
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been upon the watch from the moment the 
% up Ran ES 


The unfortunate Selicourt, entangled in 
his own ſnares, and driven from all his ſub- 
terfuges, had now no means left of making 
an honourable retreat; the ſettlements were 
all ready for ſignature ; and he had been ob- 
liged, on this memorable evening, to pro- 
feſs the moſt ardent love for a woman who 

wiſhed as much as he did, he plainly dif- 

covered, to break off the match ; yet, like 
bim, could not retreat: indeed matters 
had gone ſuch a length, neither could re- 
cede. Therefore rendered deſperate, and 
with ſome faint hopes he ſhould be for- 
tunate enough to meet with a refuſal, he 
proceeded early next morning to the hotel 
de Neufpont, and in the Marchioneſs's 
preſence, preſſed Ermance to fix the day 
which was to make him bleſt for life. His 
requeſt, to his utter mortification, was in- 
ſtantly granted; and the only conſolation 
he felt was, upon being informed the Duke 
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had already parted with his liberty in favour 
of Palmira, and that the young couple were 


to be preſented at Verſailles in the courle of 
the week. 


During the ſhort interval which was yet | 
allowed him, he got Bazile to tell his 
youngeſt ſiſter he kept two miſtreſſes, in 
hopes it would reach the ears of Ermance ; 
he was diſappointed: in his expectation, 
though Clemence thought it very likely, ſhe 
did not chuſe to mention. it even to Pal» 
mira. | | | 7 


Vanity and pique now kept Ermance 
filent ; therefore on the appointed day, with 
the beſt grace he could aſſume, circem-- 
ſtanced as he was, Selicourt led the deluded 

victim of his arts to the altar. The even- 


ing concluded with a magnificent fete 


given by the Marquis in honour of the 
double marriage. e Y 


Adolphus 
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| Adolphus and the lovely Palmira were as 

happy as they deferved to be; what more 

can be ſaid of their mutual felicity? The 
| young Duke often aſſiſted his father in his 


labours; and when the Duke de St. Piene 


expreſſed a with to retire, was appointed to 
ſucceed him Ermance would have daſhed' 
into all the pleaſures Paris afforded, if the 
Count had ndt often reminded her, and but 
too often made her feel ſhe had brought him 
| little or no fortune; angry with herſelf, but 
much more ſo with him, ſhe ſoon grew un- 
happy, and envied the fortunate lot of Pal- 


mira, whote rank in ſociety the might once 
have held, 


Erneſtine and Clemence were each diſtin- 

guiſhed by men the Duke de St. Piene 

thought capable of making them happy ;. 

therefore readily conſented to their wiſhes, 

and had the pleaſure to find he was not de- 

ceived in the expectations he had formed. 
As for Bazile, he found people might be un- 
happy though bleſt with a title, and allowed 

OY wa walks: 8 
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to wear red heels ; he was placed in a Ger- 
man regiment, under a very ſevere colonel, 
and forced, much againſt his inclinations to 
proſecute the ſtudies he had began under his 
father's eyes, and to do his duty as an officer. 
In a few years the conſtraint he had been 
obliged to aſſume became habitual, good 

habits uſurped the place of bad, and he be- 
came an honour to his family, and : A uſeful 
member of ** 


The Duke and Ducheſs de St. Piene, 
happy in their children and themſelves when. 
reſtored to each other, had no further bleſ- 

ſing to aſk of Providence; but lived re- 


ſpected, and died e by all who DAR 
A EY ting aan, 
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